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Cover Art by Gustavo Morales, Age 6, Trinity Elementary School, New Rochelle 
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January 2010 

 

Hon. John L. Sampson, Majority Conference Leader 

Hon. Malcolm A. Smith, Temporary President 

Hon. Pedro Espada Jr., Majority Leader  

New York State Senate 

 

Dear Senators: 

 

I am proud to present this 2009 Annual Report of the Standing Committee on Education.  The report 

documents a year in which the Education Committee set an agenda for educational reform. 

 

In a year in which the economy teetered on the brink of collapse, the Education Committee was steadfast 

in our determination to maintain school aid funding at previous levels.  While the Governorôs budget 

provided for an across-the-board reduction in school aid, the Senate was instrumental in maintaining state 

aid to schools.  When state revenues began to fall later in the year, and the Governor proposed a deficit 

reduction plan that included mid-year cuts to schools, again the Senate held fast and refused to cut school 

aid.  It was a year in which the Senate proved that it places our childrenôs education atop its list of 

priorities. 

 

This year saw the enactment of legislation extending the Mayorôs authority to oversee the New York City 

school district.  While there was heated debate on the issue, the legislation passed the Senate with 

overwhelming support.  In addition, the Senate passed four amendments to the bill which would create a 

school arts council; establish a parent training center in each borough; clarify the duties of community 

superintendents; and alter the powers of the Chancellor. 

 

As we move forward with the 2010 legislative session, I am confident that the Senate will continue to 

make our childrenôs education a top priority.  A major focus of the commirree will be to continue to 

advance measures to promote shared services with the goal of lowering school district costs. 

 

       Warmest regards, 

 

 

 

       Suzi Oppenheimer 

 

http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/john-l-sampson
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/pedro-espada-jr
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Ten Lessons the Arts Teach 
  

 
The arts teach children to make good judgments about qualitative relationships. 
Unlike much of the curriculum in which correct answers and rules prevail, in the 
arts, it is judgment rather than rules that prevail. 
   
The arts teach children that problems can have more than one solution and that 
questions can have more than one answer. 
   
The arts celebrate multiple perspectives. One of their large lessons is that there are 
many ways to see and interpret the world. 
   
The arts teach children that in complex forms of problem-solving purposes are 
seldom fixed, but change with circumstance and opportunity. Learning in the arts 
requires the ability and willingness to surrender to the unanticipated possibilities of 
the work as it unfolds.  
   
The arts make vivid the fact that words do not, in their literal form or number, 
exhaust what we can know. The limits of our language do not define the limits of our 
cognition. 
   
The arts teach students that small differences can have large effects. The arts traffic 
in subtleties.  
   
The arts teach students to think through and within a material. All art forms employ 
some means through which images become real.  
 
The arts help children learn to say what cannot be said. When children are invited to 
disclose what a work of art helps them feel, they must reach into their poetic 
capacities to find the words that will do the job. 
 
The arts enable us to have experience we can have from no other source and 
through such experience to discover the range and variety of what we are capable of 
feeling. 
   
 The arts' position in the school curriculum symbolizes to the young what adults 
believe is important.  
 
 
Source: Elliott Eisner, in Beyond Creating: The Place for Art in America's Schools.  
Getty Center for Education in the Arts. 1985 p. 69. 



 

   

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS  

OF THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

ART COMPETITION 
 

First Place 

Gustavo Morales, Age 6 

Trinity Elementary School 

 

Runners Up 

 

Victoria Lema, Age 6 

Brookside School  

 

Richard Nioras, Age 9 

BMP Ridge Street Elementary School 

 

Sofia Scappatura, Age 7 

BMP Ridge Street Elementary School 

 

Lola Stanisic, Age 6 

Brookside School 

 

Sabrina Vuong, Age 7 

BMP Ridge Street Elementary School 

 

Special thanks to the art teachers who encouraged  

their students to enter the contest 
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Artwork by Victoria Lema, Age 6, Brookside Elementary School, Ossining
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2009 Annual Report     

New York State Senate 

Committee on Education 
 

Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, Chair 

 

 

      Senator John J. Flanagan 

      Ranking Minority M ember 

 

 

 
Senator  

Joseph P.  

Addabbo, Jr. 

 
Senator  

Kenneth P. LaValle 

 

 

      

 
Senator 

Neil D. Breslin 

 
Senator 

Elizabeth OôC. Little 

 
Senator  

Stephen M. Saland 

      

 
Senator  

Pedro Espada, Jr. 

 
Senator  

Carl L. Marcellino 

 
Senator  

José M. Serrano 

      

 
Senator  

Brian X. Foley 

 
Senator 

Velmanette 

Montgomery 

 
Senator  

James L. Seward 

      

 
Senator 

Shirley L. Huntley 

 
Senator  

Thomas P. Morahan 

 
Senator  

Daniel Squadron 

      

 
Senator  

Craig M. Johnson 

 
Senator  

Frank Padavan 

 
Senator 

Toby Ann Stavisky 
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