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I. Introduction  
 

Although the constituents in the 30
th
 senatorial district vary ethnically, 

culturally and economically, they all encounter the same chronic rat problem 

whenever they use the subway system.  Most people have a visceral reaction 

to rats, but that alone is not why we must make every effort to rid them from 

our subways.   

 

Rats can carry and transmit diseases, some of which are fatal to humans and 

dogs. Rats can spread disease through their urine, feces and from bites.  Rats 

also carry parasites like fleas, worms and mites which can spread diseases as 

well.  At the time of this writing, the Malaysian government is battling an 

increase of Leptospirosis, a rat borne illness which has killed nearly 100 

people this year.  While New York city is not Malaysia, the public health 

crisis they are confronting, underscores the potential danger posed by an out 

of control rat population.  In particular, New York cityôs subway system, with 

its densely packed trains and enclosed spaces, provides an ideal environment 

for communicable diseases to spread quickly.  

 

New Yorkers think we have a serious rodent problem in our subways that can 

be resolved.  This is the news that comes from a district-wide rat survey 

conducted by my office over the past 6 weeks.  Over 15,000 surveys were 

distributed, in the mail, on-line and in-person at train stations.  Peopleôs 

passion for this issue was evident wherever we handed out surveys.  Within 

days of our mailing, we received stacks of mail from constituents who had 

taken the time to fill out, stamp and mail back our surveys. The response was 

overwhelming. 

 

As the results came in, three things are clear: 30
TH

 District residents 

overwhelmingly feel they are facing a ósevereô problem, they believe that the 

problem of rats rampaging through the subway is partly due to inept pest-
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control by the Metropolitan Transit Authority and most feel strongly that the 

conduct of train customers, eating in stations, on trains, and carelessly 

discarding refuse on the tracks or platforms, plays an important role in 

compounding the problem.   

 

II.  Findings 
How Often Do you See Rats in the Subway? 

Daily   2884  57.55%  

Weekly   1455  29.04% 

Monthly      621  12.39% 

I Never See Rats     51    1.02%  

 

  

87% of respondents 

said they see rats daily 

or weekly. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Where have you seen rats in the subway? 

In Train   149  3.05% 

On Benches 364  7.44% 

On Platform     1681          34.36% 

On Tracks 2513  51.37% 

Other  185  3.78% 
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86% say they see rats on 

the tracks or on the 

platforms. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

In which stations do you see rats? 

 
 

96
th

 St. (1,2,3), 125
th

 St. (4,5,6), 145
th

 St. (A,B,C,D)  and 

163
rd

 St. (C) are the stations where most rats were sighted. 
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How would you describe the rat problem? 

Mild     975  20.17% 

Severe   2377  49.19% 

State of Emergency 1424  29.46% 

There is no rat problem 57    1.18% 
 

 

 

80% describe the rat 

problem as Severe or State 

of Emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you think public 

transportation  

can be rat free? 

Yes  2862 60.86% 

No  1840 39.14%  
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III.  Recommendations 

Almost a decade ago, chairing the New York City Council Select Committee 

on Pest Control, our recommendations about what to do about rats was the 

same as now.  A commitment by government to devote the resources 

necessary to fight rat proliferation is key.  But also essential is a determination 

by the public, that they will do their part too. Effective rat control can only be 

achieved by altering the environment to make it far more inhospitable to rats. 

This approach, has been termed Integrated Pest Management.   

 

Poison, a quick and powerful tool in 

rat abatement, is alone not sufficient 

to decimate the rat population.  The 

possible health risk to humans that 

poison poses, means pesticides must 

be used judiciously.  These 

dangerous substances must be used 

in conjunction with other practices 

like sealing off holes in walls, and 

removing all possible food sources. 

Rats are intelligent creatures and 

will not ótake the baitô if there is real 

food around.  

Taking an aggressive initiative, I have proposed a few common sense 

solutions.  Each is guaranteed to produce dramatic and immediate results 

without exploding the budget.  

Ban Eating in Subway  

Despite any small inconvenience to subway customers, the centerpiece of this 

action is legislation I am sponsoring to ban eating within train stations or on 

platforms.  The amount of food presently being consumed in train stations 

contributes greatly to the growing problem of rats on the subway. As things 
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are now, the City subway system might as well be a rat restaurant, with a 

blinking sign that reads óall you can eatôò  said subway advocate Ellyn 

Shannon on her survey.   

 

Other large train systems in the U.S. like the D.C. Metro, and Chicagoôs CTA 

already have a no eating policy.  As a result, their transit systems are virtually 

rat free. Large train systems in other parts of the world like India & Dubai also 

ban eating. This is an idea which would provide immediate results and could 

potentially generate money if small fines accompanied a violation of this rule.   

 
Public Hearing on MTAôs pest control practices / No eating on Subway Bill  

While it is unclear what exact measures the MTA is using to combat rats so 

far, it is clear that they are failing.  In these hearings we will delve into the 

design and implementation of the MTAôs pest management strategy.                                                                                                                                                                      

Testimony from MTA officials and experts in the field of pest control should 

highlight the path towards a cleaner, more rat-free subway environment.   

 

The hearing will also give the MTA officials, Pest control experts and the 

public an opportunity to weigh in on my legislation which proposes to ban 

eating in subway stations.  

 

More Trash Receptacles & Better Refuse Storage 

Trash receptacles should be increased to adequately meet the demands of our 

cityôs bustling subway system. We can only keep tracks and platforms trash 

free if there are sufficient trash receptacles to do so.  Also, trash cans must be 

emptied often enough so that they are not overflowing with garbage that ends 

up on the platform or tracks, and eventually on a ratôs dinner plate.  

During the course of my survey I had an opportunity to observe trash in 

plastic bags before collection and disposal in a refuse room at the 161
st
 Street 

subway station. It was stored in a space which was completely unsecured 

against rats and other vermin.  Needless to say I saw more rats at this station 
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than at any other. All such rooms throughout the subway ought to be sealed 

with rat-proof doors and all holes and cracks in walls sealed securely.  

Public Education Campaign 

The public needs to be made aware that they have a critical role to play in the 

eradication of rats from the subway. The MTA should place posters 

throughout the system with slogans like: ñIf you feed eméYou breed em!ò or 

ñstarve a rat todayéthrow your trash away.ò  The public must be made aware 

that littering and improperly disposing of food plays a major role in the 

presence of rats in the subway and throughout the city. If New Yorkers did 

nothing more than shift their behavior, we would enjoy a major decrease in rat 

sightings. 

 

Urban Rodent Abatement for Transit Systems (URATS)  

URATS is a pilot program I will begin promoting for New York Cityôs 

subway systems to specifically focus on rats. Itôs mission will  be to greatly 

reduce or eradicate rats from the transit system by utilizing many of the best 

practices from rat experts and pest control professionals.  In addition to the 

critical work this initiative aims to accomplish, it will also create jobs, perhaps 

even rehiring New York Cityôs recently laid off pest control workers.   

 

IV.  Conclusion 

New York City is considered by many to be the capital of the world.  As one 

of the busiest cities in the country with one of the largest transportation 

systems, we have to take the problem of rats more seriously.  Through a 

concerted effort by the MTA, and with the cooperation of the public, we can 

and we will succeed in winning this fight.  Remember : If we feed em, we 

breed óem! Letôs all be a part of the solution and rid our great city of Rats!! 
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Addendum 

I . Copy of a completed ñHave You Seen a Rat Todayò 

survey. 

II .  Selected Comments from rat surveys. 
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