






GREEN JOBS, GREEN NEW YORK

Senator  Valesky greeted Joey, a two-ton 
Belgian horse, at the New York State Fair.

Members of the Victory Fire Department met 
with Senator  Valesky to discuss their  plans 
for  a $25,000 legislative grant obtained by 
the Senator.

Senator Valesky introduced the 10th Mountain 
Division Army Band at the Sylvan Beach Canalfest. 
The band, which performs across the North east, 
just returned from deployment in Afghanistan.

@

Senator  Valesky joined community members to unveil  a 
Syracuse “ green”  home with the latest in energy ef� cient, 
carbon neutral  technology.

A bill I co-sponsored, the Green Jobs/Green New York 
program, will get to the heart of two of Central New 
York’s biggest issues—the availability of permanent, 
skilled jobs and high energy costs.

Green Jobs/Green New York aims to weatherize one 
million homes, businesses and not-for-profits in the 
next five years by establishing a revolving loan 
program to provide up to $13,000 for residential 
homes and $26,000 for businesses to retrofit for 
increased energy efficiency.

Because of increased demand for services, local 
contractors will be able to expand their crews, 
creating new and permanent jobs in green 
construction and additional jobs in local businesses 
and manufacturing that serve those new workers—a 
perfect fit for Central New York’s needs.

In addition to creating jobs and reducing energy costs 
for consumers, the Green Jobs/Green New York 
program will have a positive impact on our 
environment by reducing our state’s carbon footprint.

The program is being funded from the sale of carbon 
credits through the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative, and will not require any additional taxpayer 
dollars. I believe this is exactly the kind of creative 
thinking we need to weather the economic crisis we 
have been facing.

PROTECTING OUR SENIORS
In this year’s budget, I fought to preserve the EPIC 
wraparound program, which helps seniors save an 
average of 90 percent on the cost of prescription 
medicine. The program was also expanded to allow 
coverage for mail order drugs, making it easier for 
seniors to get their medications at home. In addition, 
$2 million was allocated for the SNAP program, which 
provides in-home nutritious meals to homebound 
senior citizens through programs like Meals on 
Wheels.

STOPPING NYRI – MAKING 
COMMUNITY VOICES HEARD

I introduced legislation that was signed into law that 
evens the playing field by giving communities the 
financial resources to have a loud voice in proposed 
power line projects like New York Regional 
Interconnect (NYRI).

The law requires power companies to create a fund 
earmarked for affected municipalities. Depending on 
the size and scope of the proposed project, the fund 
can contain up to $450,000. That way, the real 
stakeholders—municipalities and the people who live 
there—have a solid and predictable financial pool 
from which to draw.

Concerned residents can spend less time raising 
money and more time organizing, educating and 
advocating. And that’s the way it should be.

This law provides more than a bank account. It 
provides protection for our communities from 
insidious projects like NYRI that have the potential to 
decimate our communities, decrease our property 
values, dissect our protected land, and increase 
Upstate utility rates.

CENSUS: BE COUNTED
The 2010 federal census gets underway in less than 
six months. We must make sure our community’s 
population is accurately counted, because schools, 
hospitals, and infrastructure projects all depend on 
census data for full government support and funding. 
Next March, a form to determine how many people 
live at each address will be mailed to each address. In 
the last census, one third of questionnaires in the 49th 
district were not returned. I encourage you to 
complete the form and mail it in to ensure Central 
New Yorkers are counted, and that our projects are 
fully funded. If you have questions about the census, 
please contact my office at 315-478-8745.

DID YOU KNOW?This year, the NY Prescription Saver Card program was launched for people aged 50-64,  
which offers savings of about 30-40% off the price of generics, and at least 25% off the full 
retail price of prescriptions to eliible New York State residents between 50 and 64 years old. 
To get the free card, call 1-800-788-6917 or visit nyprescriptionsaver.fhsc.com.
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Because of increased demand for services, local contractors will 
be able to expand their crews, creating new and permanent jobs 
in green construction and additional jobs in local businesses 
and manufacturing that serve those new workers—a perfect � t 
for Central New York’s needs.

In addition to creating jobs and reducing energy costs for 
consumers, the Green Jobs/Green New York program will have 
a positive impact on our environment by reducing our state’s 
carbon footprint.

The program is being funded from the sale of carbon credits 
through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, and will not 
require any additional taxpayer dollars--exactly the kind of 
creative thinking needed to weather the economic crisis New 
York State has been facing.
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DID YOU KNOW?

In this year’s budget, Senator Valesky fought to preserve the 
EPIC wraparound program, which helps seniors save an average 
of 90 percent on the cost of prescription medicine. The program 
was also expanded to allow coverage for mail order drugs, 
making it easier for seniors to get their medications at home. 
In addition, $2 million was allocated for the SNAP program, 
which provides in-home nutritious meals to homebound senior 
citizens through programs like Meals on Wheels.

Senator Valesky introduced legislation that was signed into law 
that evens the playing � eld by giving communities the � nancial 
resources to have a loud voice in proposed power line projects 
like New York Regional Interconnect (NYRI).

The law requires power companies to create a fund earmarked 
for a� ected municipalities. Depending on the size and scope of 
the proposed project, the fund can contain up to $450,000. That 
way, the real stakeholders—municipalities and the people who 
live there—have a solid and predictable � nancial pool from 
which to draw.

Concerned residents can spend less time raising money and 
more time organizing, educating and advocating. And that’s 
the way it should be.

This law provides more than a bank account. It provides 
protection for our communities from insidious projects like 
NYRI that have the potential to decimate our communities, 
decrease our property values, dissect our protected land, and 
increase Upstate utility rates.

Senator Valesky greeted Joey, a two-ton 
Belgian horse, at the Morrisville State 
College Barn at the New York State Fair.

Members of the Victory Fire Department 
met with Senator Valesky to discuss their 
plans for a legislative grant obtained by the 
Senator.

Senator Valesky introduced the 10th 
Mountain Division Army Band at the Sylvan 
Beach Canalfest. The band, which performs 
across the Northeast, just returned from 
deployment in Afghanistan.

This year, the NY Prescription Saver Card program 
was launched for people aged 50-64,  which o� ers 
savings of about 30-40% o�  the price of generics, and 
at least 25% o�  the full retail price of prescriptions to 
New York State residents between 50 and 64 years 
old. To get the free card, call 1-800-788-6917 or visit 
nyprescriptionsaver.fhsc.com.

As a service to constituents, a number of free informational 
brochures are available, and can be obtained by calling 
Senator Valesky’s district o�  ce at 315-478-8745 or via 
e-mail at  valesky@senate.state.ny.us.

�t�� Albany…It’s a Capital Experience

�t�� Keeping your Kids Safe

�t�� Easy Access to Your Government

�t�� Senior Citizen Guide to Health Care Services

�t�� EPIC

�t�� Helping Veterans in New York

�t�� Protecting Yourself from Identity Theft

�t�� How a Bill Becomes a Law

�t�� New York State’s College Savings Program

�t�� Laws for Volunteer Emergency Personnel

�t�� Consumer Guide to Credit Reports

�t�� Finding Health Care Coverage

�t�� Tour New York

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
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