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 (Astoria, NY) Senator Michael Gianaris took pride in announcing a major step forward in the

deconstruction of the Charles Poletti Power Plant in Astoria. For the first time in recent

memory, smokestacks have been eliminated from western Queens after the New York Power

Authority (NYPA) has removed the second of the power plant’s two smokestacks, as

deconstruction of the entire facility continues. The deconstruction of the aging, inefficient

and less clean power plant, which used outdated technology from the 1970s, is the result of

an agreement between the community and NYPA reached after years of tireless work by

Senator Gianaris, Queens leaders and community groups.

“The smokestacks of the Poletti power plant were symbols of the pollution that haunted our

neighborhood for too long, and I am happy to see them go,” said Senator Gianaris. “The

progress we have made improving our air quality is a key reason so many New Yorkers are

coming to western Queens to live and work. More remains to be done in terms of rooting out

pollution, but the deconstruction of the Poletti plant is a major milestone in taking our

neighborhoods from being plagued by smokestacks to the family-friendly communities full

of green space and parks to which we aspire.”

For over a decade, Senator Gianaris has fought the proliferation of dirty power plants in

western Queens. He is the author of landmark legislation, the Clean Energy Law, which

encouraged power companies to replace outdated plants with cleaner, greener technology,

and he continues to lead the fight for better air quality throughout western Queens today.
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