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Neal Simon

late Thursday after an ex-
plosion in his Springwater
apartment, police said.
Joseph R.  Martino,
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criminal possession of a

Springwater Town Jus-
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who arraigned Martino at
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fice finishes
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be unemployed, was being
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HOWARD FLATS FARM
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Howard Flats Farm has been in the Bennett family for six generations now. JOHN ANDERSON PHOTO
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Family celebrates 200 years

Bennetts have longest
continuously-owned
family farm in NY

By John Anderson
Regional Editor

HORNELL — Getting kids to
do chores or work around the
house, can be, in a word, a chore.

Not for six generations in the
Bennett Family in Hornell.

On Saturday, it seemed the en-
tire community of Howard (the
sprawling farm does have a Hor-
nell mailing address) came out
to celebrate 200 years of opera-
tion of Howard Flats Farm.

More than that, Howard Flats
Farm is the longest continuous-
ly-owned family farm in New
York state.

“This is a part of American
history, a tradition that started
200 years ago with the Bennett
family and now working on its
sixth generation,” said State Sen.
Thomas F. O’Mara, who was
among the last to leave, talking
to family members and others in
the farming community. “This is
amazing ... 'm honored to be a
part of it.”

The family started with Daniel
N. Bennett, then went to George
Bennett, Bert Bennett, By-
ron Bennett and currently Phil
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The Bennett family gathers after Saturday’s ceremony marking
200 years of family ownership. JOHN ANDERSON PHOTO

Bennett. With his wife, Juanita,
they are now turning it over to
the next generation.

The dairy farm has around 150
cows over 700 acres of land.

Assemblyman Philip A. Palme-
sano also stayed long past the av-
erage time an elected official
stays at an event. He was pleased
to see the support for the family.

“This is not just about what
they have contributed to agri-
culture, but what they have con-
tributed to the community;” said
Palmesano. “This is a great farm
and a great family, which is evi-
dent by the amount of people
in the community who showed
up today to support them and

One of the Bennett family’s live-
stock is pictured Saturday on
the farm. JOHN ANDERSON PHOTO

celebrate this milestone.”

After receiving state and na-
tional recognition, the family
hosted a catered family picnic for
the community at its camp over-
looking the farm.

GATEHOUSE MEDIA
Stevens
named
Regional
Ad Drr.

The Spectator Staff

Shelly Stevens of Al-
mond has been named Re-
gional Advertising Direc-
tor of the Hornell Market
Group of GateHouse Me-
dia, announced Senior
Group Publisher of Gate-
house Media’s North At-
lantic Market Group Jim
Murphy.

“I am so excited to be
back in the Hornell ar-
ea, the members of this
community are second to
none! I look forward to
working with local busi-
nesses to meet their ad-
vertising needs while pro-
viding the best possible
customer service to them,’
said Stevens.

The group includes The
Evening Tribune in Hor-
nell, the Wellsville Daily
Reporter, Genesee Coun-
try Express in Dansville,
the Sunday Spectator,
and a regional Pennesav-
er, as well as related Web
sites. The group also rep-
resents Propel Marketing,
which provides local busi-
ness owners with an array
of digital marketing ser-
vices such as search engine
optimization, search en-
gine marketing, reputation
management, social mar-
keting, and more.
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Shelly Stevens

z STOP IN AND REGISTER FOR OUR

MMER AND FALL DANCE CLASSES!!

éUMMER CLASSES BEGIN THE WEEK OF JULY 1ST - FALL CLASSES BEGIN THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 9TH.

Tuesday, June 18th or Wednesday, June 19th 6pm-8pm

MANY CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM - REASONABLE RATES

FAMILY AND MULTIPLE CLASS DISCOUNTS - TRAINED STAFF OF INSTRUCTORS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF CLASSES OFFERED: WWW.DANCINGONEDGE.COM



