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mary Wiltsie Fuller
(1862-1943)

Mary Wiltsie Fuller, a progressive activist for women’s rights, established 
Wiawaka, an Adirondack retreat for women. The daughter of a Troy 
industrialist, Ms. Fuller became aware of the need for respite for the 
working women in shirt-collar factories, mills and laundries of Troy and 
Cohoes. Vacations and recreation were beyond the means of these hard-
working women. When it offi  cially opened in 1903, Wiawaka (Indian name 
for the “Great Spirit of Women”), the retreat could accommodate up to 38 
women for a weekly rate for room and board of $3.50.

Through her association with the Girls Friendly Society of the Episcopal Church, Ms. Fuller was able 
to elicit fellow sponsors as well as other infl uential friends from Saratoga and surrounding areas for 
help. She approached, Katrina Trask (Yaddo - Saratoga) about helping to fi nd a location for her retreat 
for the women. Ms. Trask was civic minded and leased to Ms. Fuller land located on the southeastern 
shore of Lake George.  The following year Ms. Trask sold the property to Ms. Fuller for one dollar and a 
bouquet of fl owers.

A group of about 50 friends helped Ms. Fuller raise money for renovations, and contributed canned 
goods and vegetables for the kitchen and wood for the fi replaces. Wiawaka is one of the oldest and 
longest continuously operated non-profi t retreats for women in the United States of America today.

Mary Wiltsie Fuller lived and worked at Wiawaka until her death at Glens Falls in 1943.

Text source:  Wiawaka archives
Photo source:  The Lake George Mirror
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susan smith mcKinney steward
(1847-1918)

Dr. Susan Smith McKinney Steward was the fi rst African American woman to 
earn a medical doctorate (M.D.) in New York State and the third in the United 
States.   Though her early education was musical, Susan Smith entered the 
New York Medical College for Women in 1867.  She earned her M.D. in 1870, 
graduating as valedictorian.  

In 1871, she married Reverend William G. McKinney, with whom she had 
two children.   Dr. Smith McKinney’s professional accomplishments were 
numerous.  She established her own private practice in Brooklyn that she ran 
from 1870 to 1895.  During this time she co-founded the Brooklyn Women’s 

Homeopathic Hospital and Dispensary, which served the African-American community. Dr. Smith McKinney 
also completed post-graduate education at the Long Island Medical College Hospital in Brooklyn, practiced 
at the Brooklyn Home for Aged Colored People, where she also served as a board member, and practiced at 
New York Medical College and Hospital for Women in Manhattan.  Dr. Smith McKinney specialized in prenatal 
care and childhood diseases and presented papers on both these topics. 

Rev. McKinney died in 1892, and in 1896 Dr. Smith McKinney married Theophilus Gould Steward, an ordained 
minister and U.S. Army chaplain.   She traveled with him for several years throughout the West, earning 
medical licenses in Montana and Wyoming.  In 1898, Dr. Smith McKinney Steward was hired by Wilberforce 
University in Ohio as a resident physician and faculty member to teach health and nutrition.   

Dr. Smith McKinney Steward’s activities included local missionary work and women’s suff rage advocacy.   
She was president of the Brooklyn Women’s Christian Temperance Union (No. 6).  She was an accomplished 
public speaker, and in 1911 addressed the fi rst Universal Race Congress at the University of London.  Her 
presentation was entitled, “Colored Women in America.”  In 1914, she gave a speech, “Women in Medicine,” 
at the National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs Convention. 

Dr. Smith McKinney Steward practiced medicine for 48 years.  When she died in Brooklyn in 1918, W.E.B. 
DuBois gave the eulogy at her funeral.  In 1974, Brooklyn Junior High School was renamed Dr. Susan Smith 
McKinney Junior High School in her honor.  Two years later, black women physicians in the New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut area named their society after her to honor her life and work.   

Sources: 
Robert C. Hayden, “Steward, Susan Maria Smith McKinney,” American National Biography 
Online, February 2000; Darlene Clark Hine, Black Women in America 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2005).
www.blackpast.org/?q=aah.steward-susan-smith-mckinney-1847-1918
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linda Richards
(1841 – 1930)

A native of Potsdam, Linda Richards became the fi rst professionally trained 
American nurse.  Credited with establishing nurse training programs in the 
United States and Japan, she is also recognized for creating the fi rst system 
for keeping individual medical records for hospitalized patients. The system 
she created was widely used in the United States, as well as in England where 
it was adopted by St. Thomas’s Hospital, the institution founded by Florence 
Nightingale.

The deaths of her parents from tuberculosis and her husband from Civil War 
battle wounds provided the young Ms. Richards with the opportunity to see 
fi rst-hand the ravages of human suff ering. Inspired by these personal losses, 

she moved to Boston to become a nurse. She was one of fi ve women to sign up for a nurse-training program 
at the New England Hospital for Women and Children, and she was the program’s fi rst graduate in 1873.

After working in Bellevue Hospital in New York City, Ms. Richards returned to Boston in 1874, where she was 
named superintendent of the Boston Training School. Under her guidance and managerial acumen, she was 
able to turn the program around, and it became regarded as one of the best nursing programs in the country.
Ms. Richards traveled to England to participate in an intensive nurse training program. She studied at St. 
Thomas’s Hospital in London, where she was able to spend time with Florence Nightingale, who is widely 
regarded as the founder of modern nursing. At Nightingale’s suggestion, Ms. Richards studied at King’s College 
Hospital and the Edinburgh Royal Infi rmary in Scotland.

Ms. Richards returned to America in 1878 to help set up a training school at Boston City Hospital. Named 
matron of the hospital and superintendent of the school, she stayed there until 1885. Later that year, she 
traveled to Japan to help establish that country’s fi rst nurse-training program. Ms. Richards supervised the 
school at Doshisha Hospital in Kyoto for fi ve years before returning to the United States. 

Ms. Richards worked in the fi eld of nursing for another 20 years, establishing and directing nurse-training 
programs in Philadelphia, Massachusetts, and Michigan. Ms. Richards retired in 1911 to write her 
autobiography, Reminiscences of Linda Richards. Following a severe stroke in 1923, she returned to the New 
England Hospital for Women and Children where she remained until her death on April 16, 1930. 
Linda Richards was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 1994.

Source: Linda Richards Biography (1841-19300
 http://www.faqs.org/health/bios/0/Linda-Richards.html#ixzz1FZeMtFwE
Photo source: northnet.org
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lucille ball
(1911—1989)

Born in Celeron, Chautauqua County, Lucille Ball left high school at the age of 
15 and enrolled in a New York City drama school where she was repeatedly told 
she had no talent. 

Her job as the Chesterfi eld Cigarette poster girl led to her selection as a Goldwyn 
Girl, and off  she went to Hollywood. By the late 1940s, she had appeared in over 
60 fi lms. During the 1940 musical, “Too Many Girls,” she fell in love and eloped 
with co-star Desi Arnaz. 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz formed Desilu Productions, and in October 1951 launched the television 
series “I Love Lucy.” An outstanding vehicle for Ms. Ball’s comedic genius, the show was at the top of 
the television ratings for over seven years and won fi ve Emmy awards. 

In 1962, she succeeded Arnaz as president of Desilu, making her the fi rst woman in history to hold such 
a position. Her next television show, “The Lucy Show,” ran for six years. After selling Desilu for a $10 
million profi t, she formed Lucille Ball Productions and produced another series, “Here’s Lucy,” which 
ran through 1974. 

In 1986, Lucille Ball was honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Kennedy Center for 
Performing Arts, and in 1989 she passed away. Her career spanned more than 50 years and, with her 
shows syndicated throughout the world, Lucille Ball will forever make us laugh.

Text and photo source: Lucy in the Afternoon: An Intimate Memoir of Lucille Ball,
by Jim Brochu; Love, Lucy, by Lucille Ball
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Julia de burgos
(1917—1953)

A much-loved icon in Puerto Rican/Hispanic literature, Julia de Burgos’ 
life and work continues to inspire readers 50 years after her death. De 
Burgos’ impoverished upbringing and deep sensitivity to social injustice 
formed the basis of her lyrical and revolutionary poetry. 

De Burgos overcame numerous obstacles during her lifetime, not the least 
of which was the prevailing standard of behavior for women. Hers was a 
clear and audible voice that transcended the norm for women. According 
to Publishers Weekly, “Writing in the 1930s through the 1950s, de Burgos 
was ahead of her time in grasping connections between history, the body, 

politics, love, self-negation and feminism that would later prove to be the foundations for writers like 
[Adrienne] Rich and [Sylvia] Plath.” 

De Burgos joined a literary protest against European colonialism and its denigration of African culture, 
and was an ardent supporter of Puerto Rican independence.

De Burgos died in a Harlem hospital in 1953. Almost immediately after her death, de Burgos was honored 
by esteemed Hispanic writers and political fi gures, and her fi nal collection of original poems, El mar y 
tu y otros peomas, was published in 1954. 

Text source: Notable Hispanic American Women, Gale, 1998; Biography Resource Center, Gale, 1999. 
Photo source: Curbstone Press. 
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 gertrude caroline ederle
       (1906  —2003) 

Gertrude  Caroline  Ederle,  a famous American swimmer, was 
among the first real  sports  heroines  to prove that women 
were not physically inferior to men  or  incapable of strenuous 
activity. In 1926 at the age of 19,  Ederle was  the  first  
woman  to swim the English Channel from France to England.

Only  fi ve  men  had  successfully  completed  the Channel swim, and 
Ederle battled bad weather  which  forced  her to swim the equivalent 
of 35 miles to cover the 21-mile  distance,  reaching  Kingsdown  on 
the English coast for a time of 4  hours,  31  minutes. This shattered 
the existing world record, held by a man, by more than two hours.

Following her historic swim, New York City Mayor James J. Walker called for a ticker-tape parade to honor 
Ederle, a native of New York City. Nearly two million  people lined lower Broadway to celebrate America’s 
newest sporting hero,  who  was  considered  to be Johnny Weissmuller’s female counterpart.  Together,  
they were two of the greatest swimming fi gures of the 1920s, and idols of the “Golden Age of Sport.”

From 1921 to 1925, Ederle set 29 US and world records for swimming races ranging from the 50-yard to 
the half-mile race. In the 1924 Summer Olympics, Ederle won a gold metal as part of the US 400-meter 
freestyle relay team, and bronze medals for fi nishing third in the 100-meter and 400-meter freestyle 
races. She was inducted into the International Swimming Hall of Fame in 1965. 

Text Source: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Ederle 
Photo Source: http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com 
http://www.economist.com 
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Gertrude Caroline Ederle
(1906 — 2003)

Gertrude Caroline Ederle, a famous American
swimmer, was among the first real sports hero-
ines to prove that women were not incapable
of strenuous activity or physically inferior to
men. In 1926, Ederle was the first woman to
swim the English Channel, from France to En-
gland, at the age of 19. Only five men had suc-
cessfully completed the Channel swim, and
Ederle battled bad weather which forced her
to swim the equivalent of 35 miles to cover the
21-mile distance, reaching Kingsdown on the
English coast for a time of 14 hours, 31 min-
utes. This shattered the existing world record,

held by a man, by more than two hours.

Following her historic swim, New York City Mayor James J. Walker called
for a parade to honor Ederle, a native of New York City, with nearly two
million people lining lower Broadway to celebrate America’s newest sport-
ing hero. She was considered the female counterpart to Johnny
Weissmuller. Together, they were two of the greatest swimming figures of
the 1920s, and idols of the “Golden Age of Sport .”

Ederle turned professional in 1925, attaining 29 national and world records,
including the 50-yard and half-mile swimming races, and earning a gold
medal as a member of the 1924 Paris Summer Olympic Games 400-meter
freestyle relay team, and bronze medals for finishing third in the 100-meter
and 400-meter freestyle races.

Text Source: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Ederle
Photo Source: http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com
 http://www.economist .com
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 ella Fitzgerald
          (1917—1996)

Ella Fitzgerald is considered the quintes-sential female jazz 
singer. Orphaned in early childhood, Fitzgerald moved to 
Yonkers, New York, to attend an orphanage school. She was 
“discovered” in 1945 in an amateur contest sponsored by New 
York City’s Apollo Theatre. 

 Ella Fitzgerald soon became a celebrity of the swing era, her 
career beginning with an engagement with Chick Webb’s 
band.  She was known for songs such as A-Tisket, A-Tasket 
(1938) and Undecided (1939) and took over the direction of 
the band when Webb died in 1939. Embarking on a solo career 

in 1942, Fitzgerald recorded both commercial and jazz music, and became involved with Norman Granz’ 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic,” which brought her a broad international following. Fitzgerald eventually 
joined Granz’s Verve record label, and succeeded in attracting a large non-jazz audience due to her 
use of jazz-infl ected arrangements written by such composers as Nelson Riddle. 

Fitzgerald issued many recordings for Granz’s record labels and frequently appeared at jazz festivals 
with Oscar Peterson, Duke Ellington, Tommy Flanagan, Count Basie, and Joe Pass. She produced a 
series of 11 songbooks dedicated to major American songwriters, and her collection of scores and 
photographs is housed in the library of Boston University. Among her many honors, Fitzgerald received 
a Grammy Award in 1980. 

Text Source: Oxford University Press 

Photo Source: http://www.ellafi tzgerald.com 
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althea gibson
(1927 – 2003)

Althea Gibson was the fi rst African-American of either sex to play 
tennis at Forest Hills and Wimbledon. The “Jackie Robinson” of tennis, 
Ms. Gibson broke down racial barriers 40 years before anyone heard of 
the William sisters. She is the quintessential example of how superior 
athletic prowess turned a street kid into an outstanding role model 
and an inspiration to African-American women everywhere.

Before she ever picked up a tennis racquet, Ms. Gibson was a truant 
and frequent runaway. Born in a sharecropper’s shack in Silver, S.C, 
she grew up in Harlem. Public programs brought tennis to children in 
poor neighborhoods and Ms. Gibson was taken to the Harlem River 
Tennis Courts where she quickly mastered the game. In 1942, she 

won the New York State girl’s championship sponsored by the American Tennis Association (ATA), the 
oldest African-American sports organization in the United States. She went on to win 10 straight A.T.A. 
national championships, beginning in 1947.   

Tournaments outside the ATA, however, remained off  limits until 1950, when an article in American Lawn 
Tennis magazine noted that Ms. Gibson was not able to participate in the better-known championship 
for no reason other than “bigotry.”

Later that year, Ms. Gibson entered the National Grass Court Championships at Forest Hills, the precur-
sor of the United States Open, the fi rst African-American player to compete in the national tennis 
championship. This was nearly 20 years before Arthur Ashe became the fi rst African-American man to 
win the US Open in 1968. 

The following year, Ms. Gibson was the fi rst African-American invited to enter the all-England tournament 
at Wimbledon. In 1956, she won the French Open. In 1957, she won the women’s single and doubles at 
Wimbledon. In celebration of this win, New York City greeted her with a ticker-tape parade up Broadway. 

Ms. Gibson won 11 major titles in the late 1950s, including singles titles at the French Open (1956); 
Wimbledon (1957, 1958); and the U.S. Open (1957, 1958) as well as three straight doubles at the French 
Open (1956, 1957, 1958.)  

After touring with the Harlem Globetrotters, where she played tennis at halftime, Ms. Gibson worked 
as a tennis teaching pro. She later became the New Jersey State Commission of Athletics in 1975, a 
position she held for 10 years. 

Photo source:  womenshistory.about.com
Text source:  altheagibson.com



charlotte Pruyn Hyde
(1867-1963)

Charlotte Pruyn Hyde was a true lover of the arts. While her considerable 
wealth and well-developed aesthetic resulted in an impressive collection 
of fi ne art, her dedication and generosity to the community are worthy of 
distinction. 

 Charlotte Pruyn was born in 1867 to Eliza Jane and Samuel Pruyn, the owner 
of the Finch Pruyn paper mill in Glens Falls. She was educated in private 
schools in Glens Falls and Albany, New York. In 1887 she moved to Boston, 

the center of cultural life in the United States, and enrolled in fi nishing school. She was exposed to a 
thriving artistic and intellectual community, which served as the springboard for the creation of her 
own version of the American Renaissance ideal in Glens Falls. 

 While in Boston, Charlotte met Louis Hyde, who, after a 14-year courtship, would become her husband 
in 1901. They remained in the Boston area until 1907, when the couple relocated to Charlotte’s 
hometown. Mr. Hyde, having left his law practice, took the position of vice president at the family 
company, Finch Pruyn. 

 Although Charlotte had developed a deep appreciation of art during her time in Boston and on trips 
to Europe before and during her marriage, she began in 1912 to acquire art in earnest. She and her 
husband continued to visit Europe as well as New York City, where they obtained works by noted artists, 
including Rembrandt, Ingres and Degas; they also acquired antiques to furnish their home. By 1938, Mrs. 
Hyde enlisted the services of a curator, and the collection took on the hallmarks of The Hyde Collection. 

 In 1952, 18 years after Louis’ death, Charlotte Hyde established a public trust. She bequeathed her 
magnifi cent Italian Renaissance style home in Glens Falls, along with its extensive collection of fi ne and 
decorative arts, to the community. The Hyde Collection opened its doors in 1963, and has grown in stature 
to become one of the preeminent art museums in New York.  

Text source: Hyde Art Museum web site, www.hydeartmuseum.org and curatorial department .
Photo source: Hyde Art Museum, collections department .
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shirley muldowney
(1940- )

Shirley Muldowney was the fi rst woman to be licensed by the National 
Hot Rod Association (NHRA) to drive a Top Fuel Dragster.  She was also 
the fi rst woman to win a national event, and the only driver — male 
or female — to win the Winston World Championship title three times. 

Shirley Muldowney was born Shirley Roque on June 19, 1940, and grew up 
in Schenectady. Her father, Belgium Benedict Roque, was a taxicab driver 
and a professional boxer. At the age of 16, she quit school and married Jack 
Muldowney, a racing enthusiast. Muldowney’s “fi ghting spirit” would serve 

her well, as she constantly battled chauvinism from those in the racing world, who nicknamed her 
“Cha Cha” early in her career. However, she chose to embrace a feminine image rather than downplay 
it, defi antly choosing to paint her cars hot pink. 

Among her many honors, Muldowney was the fi rst motorsports personality to receive an “Outstanding 
Achievement Award” from the U.S. Congress and the fi rst woman to be inducted into the Motorsports 
Hall of Fame.   She was also inducted into the Hot Rod Magazine Hall of Fame. 

After a life-threatening racing accident in 1984, the NHRA prescribed new rules that made the sport 
safer. With the release of “Heart Like A Wheel,” a successful biographical feature fi lm, Shirley Muld-
owney’s name is now among the most recognized in all of motorsports. 

Text and photo source: Jon Asher Enterprises; National Hot Rod Association; and 
Current Biography Yearbook, 1997.
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eve Rabin Queler
(1936- )

A New York City native, Eve Rabin Queler is the founder, music director, 
and guiding spiit of the Opera Orchestra of New York. OONY’s mission as 
crafted by Ms. Queler, is to uncover neglected operas by great composers 
and to introduce important singers and works to New York audiences. 
She began piano lessons at fi ve years of age. She attended the New York 
City High School of Music and Art, the Mannes College of Music, and 
Hebrew Union School of Education and Sacred Music. 

Among her accomplishments, Eve Queler was the first woman to 
conduct at a major European opera house. She has commanded the respect of some of the greatest 
musicians in the world, including Nicolai Gedda, Renata Scotto and Placido Domingo. Ms. Queler gave 
her premiere performance at Carnegie Hall on March 16, 1972. Since then, she has conducted over 75 
operas at Carnegie Hall. Wagner’s “Rienzi,” and Strauss’ “Die Liebe der Danae,” are among her successes. 

Eve Queler continues her work for the Opera Orchestra of New York, celebrating over 30 years of success. 
She has also served as conductor or guest conductor for many orchestras in the U.S., Canada and Europe. 

Text and photo sources: Opera Orchestra of New York; www.womenshistory.about.com 
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anna “grandma moses” Robertson
(1860-1961)

Anna Robertson loved to draw as a child. For years, she painted rich landscapes 
from memory as a hobby. At the age of 79, Anna, known as “Grandma Moses,” 
became a celebrated American folk artist. 

Anna was born on a farm in Greenwich, as one of 10 children. She left home 
at age 12 to work as a hired houseworker. After marrying a farmer named 
Thomas Moses, she lived in Virginia before moving back to New York and 
settling in Eagle Bridge.

She ran the family farm with her sons until old age prevented her from continuing. To keep active, 
Moses turned to painting landscapes of her rural, upstate New York childhood memories. She often 
gave them away as gifts or sold them for a few dollars after mounting them in old mirrors and picture 
frames acquired from friends’ attics.

In 1939, Lewis Caldor, an art collector from Manhattan, stopped at a drug store in Hoosick Falls where he 
purchased four of Moses’ paintings on display in the window. He put her work on display in the Museum 
of Modern Art, lifting her from obscurity to the center of the American folk art movement. Within 10 
years, her paintings had been displayed in more than 65 exhibitions at galleries and museums throughout 
the United States. Grandma Moses continued to paint until her 101st birthday, shortly before her death.

Text source: Prominent Women of the 20th Century, by Peggy Saari
Photo credit: Hoosick Township Historical Society, The Miller Museum
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elizabeth cochrane seaman (“nellie bly”)
(c.1867-1922)

Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman had little formal schooling, but began a 
career in journalism in 1885 under the pen name “Nellie Bly,” which was 
taken from a popular Stephen Foster song. 

The most famous woman journalist of her day, she made her 
mark while working for Joseph Pulitzer’s New York World in New 
York City. She had herself committed to a mental asylum by 
pretending to be insane, and afterwards published an expose of 
conditions that led to a grand jury investigation of the asylum and 
improvements in patient care. She similarly exposed conditions in
slums, sweatshops and jails. 

From November 1889 to January 1890, Nellie Bly took a famous trip.  She traveled alone around the world 
by steamer, train, ricksha and other commercial conveyances in the record time of 72 days, 6 hours and
11 minutes in a highly publicized attempt to beat the time of Phileas Fogg, the hero of Jules Verne’s 
novel Around the World in Eighty Days. 

She wrote a book about her adventure, called Nellie Bly’s Book: Around the World in Seventy-Two Days, 
1890.

Text source: Merriam-Webster, Inc.
Photo courtesy of The National Women’s Hall of Fame
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barbara stanwyck
(1907-1990)

With a legendary fi lm career that spanned fi ve decades, Barbara Stanwyck 
made nearly 90 movies for the Silver Screen and was a four-time Academy 
Award nominee. Stanwyck took the coveted statue home in 1982, when 
she was given an honorary Oscar. She also won three Emmy Awards, as 
she parlayed her considerable talents into a successful television career 
in the 1950s and 1960s. Most notably, she played the powerful matriarch 
on the TV western The Big Valley from 1965-69.

A self-described “tough Brooklyn broad,” Stanwyck was born Ruby Stevens 
in 1907. Orphaned at an early age and raised by an older sister, Stanwyck 

began supporting herself through menial jobs, but all the while she remained intent on pursuing an 
acting career. Her fi erce determination would become her trademark. Stanwyck began as a Broadway 
dancer and moved to Hollywood with her husband in 1929. Stanwyck was mentored by the legendary 
director Frank Capra and co-starred with many of Hollywood’s leading men, including John Wayne, Kirk 
Douglas, Gary Cooper, Humphrey Bogart and Henry Fonda. In 1944, the government listed her as the 
highest paid woman in America. 

Her Oscar nominations were for diverse roles: the melodramatic Stella Davis (1937), the screwball 
comedy Ball of Fire (1942), the femme fatale in Double Indemnity (1944), arguably her best performance, 
and a fourth nomination for the thriller, Sorry, Wrong Number (1948). Her western roles included
Annie Oakley and Cecille B. DeMille’s epic, Union Pacifi c. 

Stanwyck won Emmys for The Big Valley and the 1983 mini-series The Thorn Birds. Listed as #11 on the 
American Film Institute’s 100 Years 100 Stars - Greatest Screen Legends, Barbara Stanwyck died in 1990, 
and her ashes were spread over the California Sierras. 

Text source: www.imdb.com; “Women in American History,” Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., 1999 

Photo source: www.doctormacro.com 
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maureen stapleton
(1925—2006)
At the age of 17, with $100 in her pocket, Maureen Stapleton 
left her blue-collar neighborhood of Troy, NY, to pursue her 
dream of stardom. The year was 1943, and over the next four 
decades, she would win an Oscar, two Tonys, an Emmy and 
even a Grammy nomination. 

Ms. Stapleton parlayed her indomitable spirit and tremendous 
talent into a career that established her as one of America’s 
greatest supporting actresses. She studied at the renowned 
Actor’s Studio in Manhattan where she became and remained 
friends with Marlon Brando and Marilyn Monroe. This upstate 

girl from a strict Irish-Catholic family fi rst became a Broadway success playing an earthy, Italian widow 
in Tennessee Williams’, The Rose Tattoo, for which she won a Tony in 1951. In all, she was nominated six 
times for a Tony, winning a second time in 1971 for Neil Simon’s, The Gingerbread Lady. 

Ms. Stapleton’s fi rst fi lm role earned her an Oscar nomination in 1958 for Lonely Hearts. She was 
nominated twice more (in 1970 for Airport and 1978 for Woody Allen’s Interiors) before winning in 1981 
for Warren Beatty’s, Reds. In television, Ms. Stapleton earned an Emmy in 1967 for Among the Paths to 
Eden and was nominated three more times over the next 25 years. 

Ms. Stapleton could play the comedic and the dramatic with equal deftness. Both her fi ery spirit and 
subtle vulnerability gave her an uncanny ability to connect, which made her memorable to audiences 
and respected by her colleagues. She had a down to earth persona, yet counted among her many friends 
Liz and Larry — Elizabeth Taylor and Sir Laurence Olivier! 

With all of her success, Ms. Stapleton never forgot from where she came. Whether as a guest on the Johnny 
Carson Show or in her Academy Award acceptance speech, she always acknowledged her hometown, 
Troy, which in turn acknowledged her by naming the Hudson Valley Community College’s theater after 
her. Maureen Stapleton died in Lenox, Massachusetts, on March 13, 2006. 

Text source: www.nytimes.com; www.nndb.com/people
Photo source: The Record, Troy, New York
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gertrude vanderbilt Whitney
(1875—1942)

In 1931, Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney was the fi rst woman to found a 
major art museum: The Whitney Museum of American Art in New York 
City. The daughter of wealthy railroad baron Cornelius Vanderbilt II, 
Gertrude Whitney was a highly regarded sculptor whose works include 
the Titanic Memorial and the Aztec Fountain, both in Washington, 
D.C.; the El Dorado Fountain in San Francisco; and the St. Nazaire War 
Memorial in France. 

In addition to her own works, Gertrude Whitney sponsored the greatest 
number of non-academic, aspiring artists in the United States. She 

supplied them with studio space and purchased and exhibited many of their pieces. In 1929, she off ered 
to build a new wing at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, along with the donation of her 500-piece 
personal art collection. When the off er was rejected, she established the Whitney Museum of Art in 
1931, the fi rst museum to exhibit exclusively American Art. The Whitney also was the fi rst museum to 
display American abstract art and was instrumental in reviving interest in 19th century American artists 
such as Winslow Homer and Robert Feke. 

In 1954, The Whitney moved from its original location at West 8th St. to Madison Ave. & 75th Street. 
In 1967, The New York Studio School saved the West 8th St. building from demolition, and it is now a 
National Historic Landmark.

Text sources: The Book of Women’s Firsts, Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 
1,000 American Women, by Phyllis Read and Bernard Witlieb and www.cr.nps.gov 
Photo source: Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institute
Photographer: Jan Stelecki 
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margaret leech
(1893—1974)

A native of Newburgh, Margaret Leech was the first woman to 
receive the Pulitzer Prize for history and the only woman to gain that 
recognition twice. The Pulitzer Prize, named after the Hungarian-born 
journalist Joseph Pulitzer, was fi rst established in 1917 as an incentive 
to achieve excellence. 

Ms. Leech’s fi rst Pulitzer came in 1942 for Reveille in Washington, her 
book on the nation’s capital during the Civil War period. This widely 
acclaimed tome viewed the war from the most sensitive point of all 

during the confl ict: the nation’s capital. Her second Pulitzer was awarded in 1960 for In Days of McKinley. 
Described as a “fi rst-rate book about a second-rate president,” this book also won the coveted Bancroft 
Prize from Columbia University. 

A 1915 graduate of Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, Margaret Leech was not only an esteemed historian, 
but also a prolifi c author. Her other works include the novels Tin Wedding, The Back of the Book, and 
The Feathered Nest; a biography, The Garfi eld Orbit; and a play, Divided by Three. 

Text source: The Book of Women’s Firsts, Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 
1,000 American Women, by Phyllis Read, Bernard Witlieb; Current Biography from 
Vassar College; and thor.prohosting.com. 
Photo source: Alumnae and Alumni Vassar College 
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anna caroline maxwell
(1851 —1929)

Born in Bristol, New York, Anna Caroline Maxwell was one of 
America’s early nurse leaders, devoting her career to elevating 
educational standards for nursing. At age 23, Maxwell entered 
the Boston City Hospital Training School for Nurses, studying 
nursing and completing the requirements for her diploma in 1880. 
She went on to work supervising nurses in Montreal, Boston, 
and New York, and then took on the challenge of organizing 
the new training school for nurses at Presbyterian Hospital in 
New York City. The course of study, which originally began as a 
two-year program of classroom instruction and clinical practice 
in medical/surgical nursing and obstetrics, expanded to three 

years, with the addition of contagious disease nursing to the curriculum. By 1917, the program’s 
affi  liation with Teachers College provided the impetus for the establishment of a fi ve-year bachelor 
of science degree from Columbia University along with a nursing diploma from Presbyterian Hospital.

 Maxwell was recognized by her colleagues as a nursing pioneer, dedicated to improving nursing 
education, increasing public acceptance of nursing as a profession, and standardizing nursing 
procedures. She helped found the American Journal of Nursing, and was a charter member of 
the International Council of Nurses, the American Red Cross Nursing Service, and the American 
Society of Superintendents of Training Schools for Nurses. Maxwell was recognized by the French 
government, from whom she received a medal, for her contributions to nursing throughout the world. 

Maxwell worked to achieve military rank for nurses in the armed forces and was buried with full military 
honors in Arlington National Cemetery upon her death in 1929. 

Text Source: American Nurses Association, http://www.nursingworld.org./hof/maxwac.htm 
Photo Source: http://c250.columbia.edu/c250
http://c250.columbia.edu/c250celebrates/remarkablecolumbians 
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Winifred edgerton merrill
(1862—1951)

Born in Ripon, Wisconsin, Winifred Edgerton Merrill moved east to 
pursue her true love: mathematics The first American women to 
receive a Ph.D. in mathematics, Winifred Merrill’s portrait now hangs 
at Columbia University with the inscription: “She Opened the Door.” 

Initially denied a doctorate from Columbia University — despite 
earning a bachelor’s degree from Wellesley, studying at Harvard, 
and having written an original thesis — Winifred Merrill personally 
petitioned each university trustee for acceptance. In 1886, the board of 
trustees voted unanimously to grant her a Ph.D. with highest honors. 
Merrill’s signifi cant contributions include the fi rst-ever computation 
of the orbit of a comet. 

Dr. Merrill was also among those who petitioned Columbia to found Barnard College, New York’s fi rst 
secular institution to award women a degree in liberal arts. After graduating from Columbia, Merrill 
taught mathematics at various institutions and, in 1906, she established the Oaksmere School for Girls, 
which became respected for its high aca- demic standards. 

Dr. Merrill was a writer and popular lecturer on educational topics. A female pioneer in the “masculine” 
fi elds of math and astronomy, Winifred Merrill also blazed the trail for women in pursuit of higher 
education. According to her New York Times obituary, “All those interested in educational progress 
owe a debt of gratitude to the late Mrs. Winifred Edgerton Merrill...in the old battle for their higher 
education, in which she played so notable a part.” 

Text source: Agnes Scott College, Dept. of Mathematics. 
Photo source: Nation Cyclopedia of American Biography, Vol. 41, page 113. 

education

Winifred edgerton merrill



Ruth nichols
(1901—1960)

Born and raised in New York City, Ruth Nichols was the fi rst woman 
to be granted a pilot’s license by the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
Defying her parents’ wishes to follow the so-called “proper life” of a 
young woman, in 1924 she fl ew non-stop from New York City to Miami 
with Harry Rogers in a Fairchild FC-2 —shortly after graduating from 
Wellesley College.

In 1932, she was hired as a pilot by New York and New England Airways, 
becoming the fi rst woman to work as a commercial pilot. In 1939, she 

started a fl ying school for women at Adelphi College. Ruth Nichols established numerous records, 
including the women’s altitude, speed and world distance records. 

In 1940 she organized Relief Wings, a civilian air ambulance service that made assets available to 
the U.S. government during World War II. Those assets fi nanced the establishment of the Civil Air 
Patrol (CAP), of which Nichols was a director from 1940 to 1949. After World War II, she organized 
a mission in support of UNICEF and became an advisor to the CAP on air ambulance missions. In 
1958, she fl ew a Delta Dagger at 1,000 mph at an altitude of 51,000 feet. Nichols’ autobiography is 
entitled Wings for Life. 

Text sources: Adelphi College. The Book of Women’s Firsts, Breakthrough Achievements
of Almost 1,000 American Women, by Phyllis Read and Bernard L. Witlieb. 
Photo source: Adelphi College
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emma Hart Willard
(1787—1870)

Emma Hart Willard was the organizer of the first higher education 
institution for women, which eventually became the Emma Willard 
School in Troy. Her pioneering eff orts to equalize the education available 
to women and men attracted the support of Presidents James Monroe, 
Thomas Jeff erson and John Adams. 

Emma Hart was born in Connecticut in 1787, and raised by her father who 
encouraged her to read and think for herself. At the time, educational 
opportunities for women were extremely limited. Emma Hart’s thirst for 
knowledge led her to become a teacher and later sparked her interest in 
opening schools for women. 

In 1807, she went to Middlebury, Vermont to head a female academy there, marrying a local doctor 
in 1809. At age 27, Willard founded the Middlebury Female Seminary in Vermont in 1814. Her plans 
to expand educational opportunities for women led her to New York State where, with the support of 
Governor DeWitt Clinton, she opened the Waterford Academy. When this Academy was threatened by 
fi nancial hardship, the Troy Common Council provided the support necessary for Willard to open the Troy 
Female Seminary in 1821. Margaret Olivia Slocum Sage, the fi rst woman to establish a philanthropic 
foundation and a loyal graduate of the Emma Willard School, donated $1 million for its relocation. 
Willard ran the school until 1838, and traveled in her later years to promote education for women. In 
1895, the school was renamed in her honor. 

Text sources: The Book of Women’s Firsts, Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 
1,000 American Women, by Phyllis Read and Bernard Witlieb; The Conservationist, 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation; Hutchinson’s Biography 
Database; Fund Raising Management, Nov. ’94, Vol. 25, Issue 9, p. 28. 
Photo source: Emma Willard School

education



DISTINCTION
Women of

HONORING WOMEN’S  H ISTORY  MONTH

MARCH 2011MARCH 2011

Sponsored by the 
New York State Senate

goVeRnmenT & laW



Katharine bement davis
(1860 —1935)

In the midst of the women’s suff rage movement, Katharine Bement Davis 
was appointed the New York City Correction Commissioner. The year was 
1914, and a woman had been named to run a major municipal agency 
overseeing more than 5,000 inmates in nine prisons and jails operated by 
650 employees. Previously, during her 13 years as superintendent of the 
New York State Bedford Hills Reformatory for Women, she was recognized 
for her progressive approach to the treatment of prisoners, believing that 
education was the key to reform.

Born in Buff alo and raised in Dunkirk, Ms. Davis’ father laid the groundwork for her emphasis on 
education, fi nding Katharine a teaching job where she earned the money needed to attend Vassar 
College.

As City Correction Commissioner, she implemented many prison reform measures, including the 
transfer of adolescent male inmates from Blackwell Island to a farm in Orange County, halting public 
sightseeing tours, and abolishing striped prison clothing.

In addition to her responsibilities as Commissioner, Ms. Davis took an active role in the Woman Suff rage 
Party.  She was chosen as the Progressive candidate to a State Constitutional Convention—the fi rst 
woman to run for statewide offi  ce in New York. Planning ahead to when the vote would be won, 
Ms. Davis helped establish the Women’s City Club of New York and the League of Women Voters. Ms. 
Davis’ life and career were dedicated to serving society. Her contributions to prison reform, women’s 
rights, and social causes are deserving of great tribute and recognition.

Text Source: Correction’s Katharine Bement Davis: New York City’s Suff ragist 
Commissioner, by Thomas C. McCarthy
Photo Source: Special Collections, Vassar College Libraries, Poughkeepsie, NY
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mary donlon
(1894—1977)

A native of Utica, Mary Donlon was the fi rst woman from New York 
State to be appointed to the federal bench. Ms. Donlon attended the 
Utica Free Academy and Cornell University Law School, where she was 
the fi rst woman to serve as editor-in-chief of a law review, the Cornell 
Law Quarterly. 

In 1928, she began practicing law in New York City as a partner in the 
fi rm of Burke and Burke. In 1940, running on the Republican ticket, she 
was defeated in a race for the U.S. congressman-at-large from New York 

State. After that, she became active in national and state Republican campaigns. Ms. Donlon was the 
fi rst woman to head a resolutions subcommittee at a Republican National Convention. 

In 1955, she received a lifetime appointment as a U.S. Customs Court Judge. For 29 years she served as 
a trustee of Cornell University, which named a dormitory in her honor. Ms. Donlon received an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree in 1947 from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York. 

Text Source: The Book of Women’s Firsts, Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 1,000 American 
Women, by Phyllis J. Read and Bernard L. Witlieb 
Photo source: Cornell University 
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 Rhoda Fox graves
(1877—1950) 

A Republican from St. Lawrence County, Rhoda Fox Graves was the fi rst 
woman to be elected to both houses of the New York State Legislature. 
Born in Fowler, Graves was a school teacher in Gouverneur who later 
owned and operated a farm before turning pioneer politician. In her 
fi rst campaign for a seat in the Assembly, her opponent in the primary 
reportedly boasted that “anybody can beat a woman.” Her subsequent 
victory was viewed as a triumph for women’s rights, particularly because 
St. Lawrence County was one of the last in the state to accept women’s 
suff rage. Graves served in the NYS Assembly from 1924 -1932. 

Women have been serving in the New York State Assembly since 1919 — one year before passage of the 
19th Amendment guaranteeing a woman’s right to vote — but Graves was the fi rst woman elected to the 
NYS Senate, serving from 1934 to 1948. Graves achieved a litany of other New York “fi rsts”: she was the 
fi rst woman to preside in the State Senate, the fi rst woman to head a State Senate Standing Committee 
(Agriculture), and the fi rst woman to be elected from a northern county to the State Legislature. 

As a state legislator, Graves was a staunch advocate for dairymen’s interests and worked tirelessly for the 
introduction of women jurors. She sought development of the St. Lawrence Seaway & Power Project, 
and secured passage of four bills regarding an international bridge between Canada and the United 
States. Initially shunned as an intruder in a man’s world, Graves eventually won the support and the 
respect of her colleagues. 

Text Source: Women of Courage by The American Association of University Women,
St. Lawrence County Branch; www.northnet.org; The New York Red Book, 1941. 
Photo Source: The New York Red Book, 1941. 
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belva lockwood
(1830—1917)

Born on a farm in Niagara County, Belva Bennett Lockwood was the 
first woman to practice law before the United States Supreme Court. 
A teacher at age 15, a widow at age 19, Belva did not study law until
she was nearly 40.

When her husband’s death left her with an infant to support, Belva noted 
that she earned only half the salary of the male teachers. Determined to 
continue her education, she graduated with honors from Genessee College 

(later to become Syracuse University) in 1857 and moved to Washington, D.C. She fought for admission 
to law school and was fi nally admitted to the bar of the District of Columbia in 1873. 

When she was prohibited from practicing law before the Supreme Court, Belva lobbied Congress for 
fi ve years and eventually drafted the law allowing women to do so. In 1879, Belva Lockwood became 
the fi rst woman lawyer to practice before the court. An important Supreme Court case in which she 
participated was brought by the Cherokee people in 1906, in which they won $5 million through her 
eff orts. 

A presidential candidate twice for the National Equal Rights Party, Belva Lockwood used her legal 
expertise to help women secure equal pay for equal work, suff rage and property law reforms. A feisty 
visionary, Belva Lockwood’s battles continue to help women today. 

Text Source: National Women’s Hall of Fame; and http://encarta.msn.com 
Photo Source: National Encyclopedia of American Biography, Vol.2 
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sybil ludington
(1761—1839)

In 1777, 16-year-old Sybil Ludington rode 40 miles of countryside 
warning the colonists that British troops were burning Danbury, 
Connecticut. 

Born in Fredericksburg (which has been renamed Ludingtonville) 
in Putnam County, Sybil Ludington was the daughter of noted New 
York militia officer Henry Ludington, who fought in the French 
and Indian War and then re-enlisted to defend the colonies from 
British tyranny. 

On April 26, 1777, a messenger reached the Ludington house with news of a British attack on 
Danbury, Connecticut, 15 miles to the southeast, where the munitions and supplies for the 
militia of the entire region were stored. That messenger and horse were exhausted; 16-year-old 
Sybil made history when she volunteered to carry on with the order to muster and rouse the 
countryside. Throughout the night she rode nearly 40 miles on unfamiliar dirt roads, spreading 
the alarm of the impending British raid. 

Sybil Ludington’s courage and devotion to preserve freedom was virtually unknown to the country 
until a postage stamp commemorating her perilous ride was created during America’s bicentennial 
celebration. 

Text Source: Encyclopedia Brittanica; and
 www.obrc.org/women/remarkable_women.htm, “In Search of Remarkable Women”
by Susan Howard 
Photo Source: Putnam County Historian Richard Muscarella 
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olga a. méndez
(1925—2009)

Olga A. Méndez was the fi rst Puerto Rican woman elected to a state 
legislature in the United States mainland. 

Olga Aran  Méndez was born in Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, on Feb. 5, 1925, 
and moved to New York City in the 1950s. She became a doctoral candidate 
in educational psychology at Yeshiva University. She married Anthony 
Mendez, a politically active lawyer. He was the son of Antonio Mendez, 
who in 1954 became the fi rst native-born Puerto Rican to become a district 
leader of a major political party in New York City. 

In 1978, Senator Méndez was elected Senator to the New York State Legislature, thus becoming the fi rst 
Puerto Rican woman New York State Senator. She represented the 28th Senate District and held this 
position for 26 years. Méndez was elected Delegate for the Democratic Conventions of 1980, 1984 and 
1988. In 1984, she was elected Secretary of the Minority Conference. In 1993, Senator Méndez became 
the fi rst Puerto Rican woman to be chosen Chairperson of the Minority Conference. At times Méndez 
off ered her political support to Republicans when doing so would have been benefi cial to her district. 
She was often criticized by her peers for this bi-partisanship.

Senator Méndez was defi ned as much by her pragmatism — some critics said opportunism — as by 
her ethnicity. In the 1989 Democratic primary battle between Mayor Edward I. Koch, who was seeking 
a fourth term, and David N. Dinkins, the Manhattan borough president, Senator Méndez backed the 
incumbent despite Mr. Dinkins’s strong support among minority voters. (Mr. Dinkins won the primary 
and the general election to become the city’s fi rst black mayor.)

Senator Méndez championed the issues important to her constituents, fi ghting for aff ordable housing, 
education, and Rockefeller drug law reform.

Text sources:  Wikipedia and The New York Times.



charlotte Ray
(1850—1911)

Charlotte Ray became the first African-American woman in 
the United States to earn a law degree. Charlotte Ray was the 
daughter of a well-known abolitionist in New York City. Her father 
edited the Colored American and was the pastor of the Bethesda 
Congregational Church. Ms. Ray was of mixed racial ancestry, 
including Native American and European. As a child, she attended 
the Institution for the Education of Colored Youth in Washington, 
D.C., where she excelled as a student. By 1869, she taught at Howard 
University by day and studied law at night. 

In 1872, she not only became the fi rst African-American female lawyer, she also became the fi rst 
woman admitted to the bar in the District of Columbia. Shortly afterwards, Ray opened her own law 
practice. However, public prejudice worked against her and she closed the offi  ce, devoting her time 
to other organizations that were committed to the advancement of women and African-Americans. 
She attended the Annual Convention of the National Woman’s Suff rage Association and became 
active in the National Association of Colored Women. 

In 1879, she returned to New York to teach in Brooklyn. Although racial and gender prejudice 
stopped Charlotte Ray from achieving success as a lawyer, her many other accomplishments served 
to encourage many other African-American women to study law. 

Text sources: Book of Black Heroes: Great Women in the Struggle, by T. Igus, V.F. Ellis,
D. Patrick, V. Wilson-Wesley, www.womenshistory.about.com
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eleanor Roosevelt
(1884—1962)

Born to a prominent family in New York City, Anna Eleanor Roos-
evelt married a distant cousin, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in 1905. 
She was a strong partner to him during his years as Governor of
New York and President of the United States.

In her 12 years as First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt set many precedents 
and made her position one of great infl uence. She cultivated an in-
terest in social causes, politics and public aff airs, held the fi rst press 

conference as a First Lady, broadcast regular radio programs and wrote a syndicated newspaper
column. Because her husband was disabled by polio, she performed much of the President’s ceremonial 
and public relations work, which often involved travel around the country and abroad. 

After her husband’s death in 1945, President Harry Truman appointed Eleanor Roosevelt 
as a delegate to the United Nations. As chairwoman of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights, she took a central role in drafting and securing the adoption of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights in 1948. She was welcomed by heads of state around the world, and
was widely acknowledged to be one of the world’s most admired women of her time.

Text source: Merriam-Webster, Inc.
Photo courtesy of The National Women’s Hall of Fame
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The New York Police Department appointed its first Police Matrons in 1891, but historians 
agree that New York’s first police woman was Genevieve Searles, who joined the Syracuse 
Police Department in 1914. “Matrons” lacked most powers of police officers, could not make 
arrests and often were unpaid.

It was only in the 1970s, prompted by the civil women’s rights movements, that “police-
women” assumed the same duties as their male partners, including working patrols and 
carrying weapons.

Today, women police officers are slowly closing the gender gap, comprising  3 percent of the 
nation’s law enforcement officers. There are 6,000 women members of the NYPD, the nation’s 
largest police department.

Women In Firefighting

The history of America’s women firefighters spans more than 200 years, what began as spon-
taneous, volunteer “bucket brigades” battling house and barn fires in the villages and cities 
of Colonial America to the 1st woman firefighter.      (continued on next page)

Women In Policing

Remembering 9-11 - Honoring Our Heroes
The horrific events of September 11, 2001 shone a bright light on 

the heroic actions of emergency service workers. Working side 

by side, women and men worked tirelessly, many sacrificing their 

own lives to rescue and recover victims. This tribute to the heroes 

of 9-11 offers a closer look at the role that women have played in 

serving our communities as emergency and rescue workers.



The first recognized female firefighter was a slave. Molly Williams was drafted in 1818 to work on 
New York City’s Oceanus Engine Co. #11.During World War II, scores of women volunteered to take 
the place of male firefighters called to war. 

Lt. Brenda Berkman became New York City’s first female professional firefighter in 1982, and she 
is now the FDNY’s second highest-ranking woman.

Today, over 5,000 women hold career firefighting and fire officer’s positions in the United States, 
and up to 40,000 women serve on volunteer squads. 

Women In Emergency Medical Services

Emergency care as we know it today evolved out of experiences from treating wartime casualties. 
The first volunteer ambulance squads were organized to care for the wounded during World War 
I. In WWII, thousands of women rushed to fill the roles of men called to the front, and in Port 
Washington, Long Island, the local ambulance service was run entirely by women during the war.

The present day EMS system evolved from the growing number of trauma-causing car crashes on 
the nation’s highways. By law, certified Emergency Medical Technicians must complete 120 hours 
of training and paramedics 2,500 hours.

The first woman to gain certification in New York was Mary Hill of Freeport, Long Island, in 1969. 
African-American Barbara Johnson was the first female EMS driver, who recently retired after over 
30 years of service. Today, over 17,000 — or 26 percent — of certified EMTs are female. 



Kathy Mazza
Port Authority Police Officer

May 13, 1955—Sept. 11, 2001

Capt. Kathy Mazza of Farmingdale, Long Island, was the first female Port 
Authority Officer killed in the line of duty. She died in the World Trade 
Center tragedy, along with 36 of her Port Authority Police Department 
(PAPD) colleagues  —  3 percent of the entire force that is dedicated 
to patrolling the New York Metro area’s airports, bridges, tunnels and 
railways. No police department in U.S. history lost more officers in a 
single incident as the PAPD on September 11.

Mazza was killed while evacuating people from Tower One of the World 
Trade Center. Her body was recovered exactly five months after the attack.

Mazza graduated from Nassau Community College with a nursing degree in the mid-1970s and joined 
the PAPD, which is the nation’s 26th largest law enforcement agency, in 1987, rising through the ranks 
to become the first female commandant of the PA Police Training Academy. With her unusual mix of 
medical and police skills, Capt. Mazza was an obvious choice to lead the Academy’s emergency medical 
care training programs. She was named 1999 Basic Life Support Provider of the Year by the Regional 
Emergency Medical Services Council of New York City, and launched the portable defibrillators program 
at PA facilities, literally saving dozens of lives.

Raised in Massapequa, Capt. Mazza leaves behind a husband, NYPD Officer Christopher Delosh.
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May 13, 1955 - Sept. 11, 2001

Capt . Kathy Mazza of Farmingdale, L. I., was the first
female Port Authority Officer killed in the line of
duty. She died in the World Trade Center tragedy,
along with 36 of her Por t Authority Police
Department (PAPD) colleagues — 3% of the entire
force that is dedicated to patrolling the New York
Metro area’s airports, bridges, tunnels and railways.
No police department in U.S. history lost more

officers in a single incident as the PAPD on September 11.

Mazza was killed while evacuating people from Tower One of the World
Trade Center. Her body was recovered exactly five months after the attack.

Mazza graduated from Nassau Community College with a nursing degree
in the mid-1970s and joined the PAPD, which is the nation’s 26th largest
law enforcement agency,  in 1987, rising through the ranks to become the
first female commandant of the PA Police Training Academy. With her
unusual mix of medical and police skills, Capt . Mazza was an obvious
choice to lead the Academy’s emergency medical care training programs.
She was named 1999 Basic Life Support Provider of the Year by the
Regional Emergency Medical Services Council of New York City, and she
launched the portable defibrillators program at PA facilities, literally saving
dozens of lives.

Raised in Massapequa, Capt . Mazza leaves behind a husband, NYPD
Officer Christopher Delosh.
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Yamel Merino
Emergency Medical Technician

Oct. 21, 1976—Sept. 11, 2001

Emergency Medical Technician Yamel Merino of Yonkers was among the 
first rescue workers on the scene at the World Trade Center tragedy on 
September 11, 2001. A 24-year-old EMT for MetroCare Ambulance of 
Westchester County, Merino volunteered to enter the burning towers, 
displaying that day the compassion and courage she had shown 
throughout her short but admirable life.

Born to Dominican immigrants, Yamel Merino completed her EMT 
certification at Westchester Community College, where she received a 
Chancellor’s Award from the State University of New York in recognition of 

scholastic excellence and extraordinary dedication to self-improvement.

Merino was chosen as MetroCare’s EMT of the Year in 1999, and in 2001 she was honored as New York 
State’s EMT of the Year. Merino was also recognized at Glamour magazine’s recent Women of the Year 
ceremony.

She left behind an eight-year-old son, Kevin Villa.
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at the World Trade Center tragedy on September 11.  A
24-year-old EMT for MetroCare Ambulance of
Westchester County, Merino volunteered to enter the
burning towers, displaying that day the compassion
and courage she had shown throughout her short but
admirable life.

Born to Dominican immigrants, Yamel Merino completed her EMT certi-
fication at Westchester Community College, where she received  a
Chancellor’s Award from the State University of New York in recognition
of scholastic excellence and extraordinary dedication to sel f-
improvement .

Merino was chosen as MetroCare’s EMT of the Year in 1999, and in 2001
she was honored as New York State’s EMT of the Year.  Merino also was
recognized at Glamour magazine’s recent Women of the Year ceremony.

She left behind an eight-year-old son, Kevin Villa.
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Moira Smith
Police Officer, NYPD

Feb. 14, 1963—Sept. 11, 2001

Police Officer Moira Smith was among the first to respond to the 
September 11 attack at the World Trade Center on and was last seen 
evacuating people out of Tower Two, saving hundreds of lives. Described 
by the Daily News as having “the face of an angel and the heart of a lion,” 
Officer Smith was posthumously awarded the NYPD’s Medal of Honor, the 
department’s highest honor.

Officer Smith began her police career in 1988 when she joined the New 
York City Transit Police Department. After the department merged with the 
NYPD, Officer Smith was assigned to Manhattan’s 13th Precinct in 1997. 
Throughout her police career, Officer Smith exhibited extreme valor, and 

among her awards was the department’s Distinguished Duty Medal, which she received in 1991 for saving 
dozens of lives after a subway crash. She was listed among Glamour and Ms. magazines’ Women of the 
Year for 2001 and was named Woman of the Year by the NYPD’s Policewomen’s Endowment Association.

Born in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Officer Smith lived in Queens Village with her police officer husband, James 
J. Smith, and their two-year-old daughter.

9-11-2001   Heroes



DISTINCTION
Women of

HONORING WOMEN’S  H ISTORY  MONTH

MARCH 2011MARCH 2011

Sponsored by the 
New York State Senate

laBoR & BUSineSS



leonora marie (Kearney) barry
(1849—1930)

Leonora Barry was the fi rst female labor organizer in American 
history. An Irish immigrant, Barry faced many a family hardship, 
early on,  including the death of her mother.  She rose from 
her early life challenges to become a schoolteacher at age 15. 
After the death of her husband in 1880, Barry found herself 
with three children to support , and out of necessity began 
working for an Amsterdam clothing factory. Working conditions 
were abhorrent, and the pay was poor.  Barry earned just
11 cents for her fi rst day on the job and only 65 cents for her 
fi rst complete week of work;  but she continued at that job for 
two years. 

 In 1884, Barry joined the Knights of Labor, a national organization started by Philadelphia 
tailors in 1869 that welcomed women, blacks, employers and industrial workers alike. The 
union’s goals were to abolish child and convict labor, require equal pay for equal work, es-
tablish an eight-hour work day, and eliminate private banks. Membership totaled 702,000
under union leader Terence Powderly in 1886, and Barry was one of 16 female delegates (of 660 total) 
sent to the national convention in Richmond, Virginia. 

 During her involvement with the Knights of Labor, Barry worked to improve the working conditions 
and the wages of women and children around the country. She traveled across the country to educate 
female workers and inspire them to form and join labor unions. 

 Following her resignation from the Knights of Labor in 1890, Barry continued to travel and speak on 
behalf of women’s suff rage, temperance, and other social reform movements. 

Text Source: Woman of Courage profi le produced by the St. Lawrence County, NY Branch of the American Association of University 
Women, http://www.northnet.org/stlawrenceaauw/barry.htm 
 Photo Source: http://digital.upenn.edu/women/eagle/congress 
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Leonora Marie (Kearney) Barry
(1849 — 1930)

Leonora Barry was the first female labor
organizer in American history. An Irish
immigrant , Barry faced many a family
hardship, including the death of her mother,
and rose from her early life challenges to
become a schoolteacher at age 15. After the
death of her husband in 1880, Barry found
herself with three children to support so, out
of necessity, she began working for an
Amsterdam clothing factory. Working
conditions were abhorrent , and the pay was
poor — Barry earned just 11 cents for her first

day on the job and only 65 cents for her first complete week of work — but
she continued at that job for two years.

In 1884, Barry joined the Knights of Labor, a national organization started
by Philadelphia tailors in 1869 which welcomed women, blacks, employ-
ers and industrial workers alike. The union’s goals were to abolish child
and convict labor, require equal pay for equal work, establish an eight-
hour work day, and eliminate private banks. Membership totaled 702,000
under union leader Terence Powderly in 1886, and Barry was sent as one
of 16 female delegates (out of 660) to the national convention in Rich-
mond, Virginia.

During her involvement with the Knights of Labor, Barry worked to im-
prove the working conditions and the wages of women and children around
the country. She traveled across the country to educate female workers
and inspire them to form and join labor unions.

Following her resignation from the Knights of Labor in 1890, Barry contin-
ued to travel and speak on behalf of women’s suffrage, temperance, and
other social reform movements.

Text Source: Woman of Courage profile produced by the St . Lawrence County, NY
Branch of the American Association of University Women, http://www.northnet .org/
stlawrenceaauw/barry.htm
Photo Source: http://digital.upenn.edu/women/eagle/congress
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louise blanchard bethune
(1865—1913)

Louise Blanchard Bethune was the fi rst American woman known to work 
as a professional architect. She also was the fi rst woman to be elected a 
member of the American Institute of Architects, and the fi rst woman to 
be named a fellow of that organization.

A native of Waterloo in Seneca County, Ms. Bethune made a signifi cant 
mark on the streetscape of Buff alo. In 1888 she opened a Buff alo practice 
with her husband Robert, and she designed many buildings, including 
schools, factories, hotels, housing developments, residences and a bank. 

Ms. Bethune designed the Hotel Lafayette in Buff alo. A Buff alo music store she designed was one of the 
country’s fi rst structures with a steel frame and poured concrete slabs. 

Text source: The Book of Women’s Firsts: Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 1,000 American 
Women, by Phyllis Read and Bernard Witlieb
Photo courtesy of the American Institute of Architects
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Kate gleason
(1865—1933)

Born in Rochester, Kate Gleason went to work at her father’s machine-
tool factory at age 11. She worked her way up the ladder to Secretary-
Treasurer and chief sales representative. Her innovative marketing 
strategies and tireless travel opened up huge global markets that 
helped Gleason Works become the leading U.S. producer of gear-
cutting machinery. 

Ms. Gleason was the first woman to enter Cornell University’s 
engineering program, and was the fi rst female to be elected to full 
membership in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

She left the family business in 1913, launching a new career that opened up more doors and career 
possibilities for women. In 1917, Kate Gleason became the fi rst female bank president in the nation, 
leading the First National Bank of East Rochester. As an outgrowth of this position, she became involved 
in building and real estate, and promoted the large-scale development of low-cost housing. She helped 
launch eight new businesses in the East Rochester area.

Kate Gleason’s hard work and keen business sense helped her amass a large fi nancial estate, which she 
used to set up the Kate Gleason Fund for charity and education. One of the benefi ciaries is the Rochester 
Institute of Technology.

Text sources: The Book of Women’s Firsts: Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 1,000 American 
Women, by Phyllis Read and Bernard Witlieb
Gear Technology Magazine, courtesy of the Rochester Institute of Technology
Photo courtesy of Gleason Works, Rochester, New York
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martha matilda Harper
(1857—1950) 

 A Rochester-based entrepreneur extraordinaire, Martha Matilda 
Harper created modern retail franchising. Her groundbreaking 
business methods were a dynamic innovation that changed 
thousands of women’s lives. Today, franchising is the major vehicle 
by which women become business owners in America. 

After years of domestic service, Harper used her savings to open 
the area’s fi rst public hair salon. The demand for her products and 
services grew so quickly that she launched a new business model 
(“a franchise”) in 1891, and by the 1920s there were 500 franchised 
Harper Shops worldwide. Harper Shops off ered countless low and 
middle-income women economic security. Harper is credited with 

other groundbreaking employment practices including paid personal time off , fl exible fi nancing and 
profi t sharing. Harper was also a marketing innovator long before the phrase “customer service” came 
to be. Harper Shops off ered evening hours and childcare for working women. She invented the reclining 
shampoo chair that is used throughout the world today, and produced her own natural hair and skin 
care products which she tested on her own fl oor length tresses. Harper customers included royalty,
prime ministers, presidents, and social reformers, as well as working class men and women.

 Recognized by her peers as a successful businesswoman, Martha Matilda Harper was the fi rst woman 
member of the Rochester Chamber of Commerce. Today, she is acknowledged as a model for such 
beauty industry women entrepreneurs as Estee Lauder, Mme. C.J. Walker, and Elizabeth Arden. For 
her contributions to the development of American entrepreneurship, Harper was inducted into the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame. 

 Text source: National Women’s Hall of Fame; www.marthamatildaharper.com
 Photo source: www.onlinewbc.gov/whm_mkgmh.html 
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Martha Matilda Harper
(1857-1950)

A Rochester-based entrepreneur extraordinaire,
Martha Matilda Harper created modern retail fran-
chising. Her groundbreaking business methods were
a dynamic innovation that changed thousands of
women’s lives. Today, franchising is the major vehicle
by which women become business owners in
America.

After years of domestic service, Harper used her
savings to open the area’s first public hair salon. The
demand for her products and services grew so
quickly that she launched a new business model (“a
franchise”) in 1891, and by the 1920s there were 500

franchised Harper Shops worldwide. Harper Shops offered countless low and
middle-income women economic security. Harper is credited with other
groundbreaking employment practices including paid personal time off, flexible
financing and profit sharing. Harper was also a marketing innovator long before
the phrase “customer service” came to be. Harper Shops offered evening hours
and childcare for working women. She invented the reclining shampoo chair that
is used throughout the world today, and produced her own natural hair and skin
care products which she tested on her own floor length tresses. Harper custom-
ers included royalty, prime ministers, presidents, and social reformers, as well as
working class men and women.

Recognized by her peers as a successful businesswoman, Martha Matilda
Harper was the first woman member of the Rochester Chamber of Com-
merce. Today, she is acknowledged as a model for such beauty industry
women entrepreneurs as Estee Lauder, Mme. C.J. Walker, and Elizabeth Arden.
For her contributions to the development of American entrepreneurship,
Harper was inducted into the National
Women’s Hall of Fame.
Text source: National Women’s Hall of Fame;
www.marthamatildaharper.com
Photo source: www.onlinewbc.gov/
whm_mkgmh.html
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Rose Knox
(1857—1950)

Born on November 18, 1857, Rose Markward moved with her family 
to Gloversville, New York, met and married Charles Knox in 1883, and 
went on to run one of the most successful commercial enterprises in the 
United States, Knox Gelatin. 

Mr. Knox, an aspiring entrepreneur who watched Rose prepare 
homemade gelatin, and who believed there would be a market for 
prepared gelatin, systematically saved money every year until the
family fi nally accumulated $5,000. The Knoxes then decided to go into 
business, moving to Johnstown in 1890 and setting up a gelatin business 
in a large, four-story 45’ x 100’ wooden factory building.

Rose Knox’s husband died in 1908, at which point Mrs. Knox permanently closed the back door to the plant 
and issued a statement saying that, because she considered everyone who worked there to be ladies and 
gentlemen — and therefore equal — nobody would ever come in through the back door again. Before the 
fi rst day was over, she also politely “requested” the resignation of one of her husband’s top administrative 
executives who admitted to her that he absolutely would not work for a woman. 

Within years, Mrs. Knox totally revamped her husband’s sales campaign, built a new factory, instituted 
a revolutionary new fi ve-day work policy with two-week paid vacations, and survived the Depression 
without having to lay off  any employees. 

As Mrs. Knox established herself in business, she decided to request permission of the president of the 
American Grocery Manufacturers Association (to which “The Charles B. Knox Gelatin Company” paid 
dues), to attend the group’s annual convention in New York. While she was allowed to be present, the 
men were not quite ready to accept a woman into their fold. After 12 years, however, Mrs. Knox was 
invited into their inner circle, served as Director for three years, and was reelected for three more. Still 
attending the annual convention when she was 85, Mrs. Knox received a standing ovation that lasted 
four minutes. Rose Knox was the fi rst woman to serve on the board of directors of the American Grocery 
Manufacturers’ Association in 1929, and she stepped aside as the company’s president only when she 
reached her 90th birthday, but she retained her position as chairperson. 

Text Source:http://www.johnstown.com/roseknox.html 
Photo Source: Courtesy of Johnstown Public Library
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estee lauder
(1908—2004)

Born Josephine Esther Mentzer on July 1, 1908 in Queens, New York, the 
cosmetics queen the world would later come to know as Estee Lauder 
grew up in a busy household. She was the youngest of nine children to 
parents who had immigrated from Hungary and Czechoslovakia. Her 
father owned a hardware store in Queens, above which the family lived 
in a small apartment. 

When she was 22, Lauder married – and subsequently separated and 
remarried – textile salesman Joseph Lauder. Together, the two continued 

to make creams in an old restaurant they had converted into a factory. Supportive of his wife, Joseph 
Lauder agreed to help form his wife’s company, which they did in 1947. It was at that point that this 
life story would become one of national interest. 

After winning a concession in Saks Fifth Avenue, Lauder’s business took off . She traveled the entire 
country talking to managers of fi ne department stores in each state in an eff ort to get her products in 
their stores. With unmatched persistence that so typifi es the Estee Lauder brand, she was able to grow 
her company at such a rapid rate that by the 1950s, Estee Lauder products were being featured in all of 
the major department stores, including Nieman-Marcus and Marshall Field’s. 

On April 26, 2004, the beauty tycoon passed away in her Manhattan home from cardiopulmonary failure. 
At the age of 97, Lauder’s life may have been over, but her impact on the beauty industry the world over 
was not. She left behind a lasting legacy and a brand name that is recognized in more than 120 countries. 

Today, the company employs more than 26,000 people, earns billions of dollars in revenue each year, 
and operates such other hugely popular brands as Tommy Hilfi ger, Donna Karan, Donald Trump, Missoni, 
Tom Ford, and Sean John. William Lauder, grandson of the company’s original founder, currently serves 
as CEO, President and Executive Director of Estee Lauder Companies Inc.

Text sources:  Jewish Virtual Library.



lady deborah moody
(1580—1659)

Lady Deborah Moody, an English widow who fl ed 
religious persecution fi rst in her own country, and 
then from settlements in Massachusetts, became 
the first female grantee for land ownership in 
the New World. The land acquired was known as 
Gravesend, the only permanent settlement in early 
colonial America planned and directed by a woman. 

Entitled to vote by virtue of the grant, she became the fi rst woman to exercise the right to vote. 
Her substantial holdings, unheard of for a woman, extended along what is now Brooklyn’s 
Atlantic shore, and included Coney Island, Bensonhurst, Sheepshead Bay, and Midwood.
The educated Lady Moody, who maintained a 57-volume library, proved to be a sensible town planner, 
laying out her village on a grid system that is still discernible in the street plan. 

Lady Moody was also known as a “dangerous woman” for her belief in Anabaptism, a Protestant sect 
that rejected infant baptism in the belief that baptism should be administered only to adult believers. 
Lady Moody died at age 73, dubbed by historians, “The Grand Dame of Gravesend.”

Text source: “A Brief History of Gravesend,” by Eric J. Ierardi;
The Book of Women’s Firsts: Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 1,000 American Women, by Phyllis J. Read and Bernard L. Witlieb.
Photo source: Gravesend Historical Society, Eric J. Ierardi, President
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Kate mullany
(1845—1906)

As a young Irish immigrant in Troy, Kate Mullany 
worked 12 to 14 hours a day for $2 a week in 
oppressive heat as a laundry worker to support her 
siblings and widowed mother. By the 1860s, Troy 
supplied most of America’s detachable collars and 
cuff s, employing over 3,700 women as launderers, 
starchers and ironers. 

In  1864,  fac tor y owners  brought in  new 
m a c h i n e r y  t h a t  wo r s e n e d  t h e  wo r k i n g 
conditions. At the age of 19, Kate Mullany 

organized 200 women to demand change. Ms. Mullany became the first president of the 
Collar Laundry Union, the first all-female union in the country. She later gained national 
recognition in 1868, when National Labor Union President William Sylvis made Ms. Mullany the
fi rst female appointed to a labor union’s national offi  ce. 

The Collar Laundry Union, unlike so many other unions, remained an organized force in the industries 
of Troy, more than fi ve years after its inception. Kate Mullany’s modest home at 350 Eighth Street in 
Troy, although not open to the public, has been designated as a National Historic Landmark. 

Text source: www.cr.nps.gov 
Photo source: The Rensselaer County Historical Society, Troy, New York. 
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mary “mollie” sneden
(1709—1810)

Mollie Sneden was baptized in Tarrytown and, after her 
marriage to Robert Sneden, purchased a parcel of land 
with him in Rockland County in 1752. 

The land they purchased included a ferry site. From 
“Sneden’s Landing,” the couple provided ferryboat cargo 
transportation down the Hudson River to New York City 
and a ferryboat service for people and wagons across 
the Hudson to Dobbs Ferry. In 1758, after Robert’s death, 
Mollie Sneden began running the ferry service on her 
own. She also received permission to operate a tavern 
at the landing. 

Hudson River ferries played a critical role in America’s 
war for independence and shaped communities along the river. They also fostered the invention of 
the steam engine and carried millions of immigrants on the fi rst leg of their journey west. However, 
Mollie Sneden and her family were Tories, a former British political party, during the Revolutionary 
War and were not allowed to operate the ferry. Thus after the war, Mollie resumed ferrying people 
across the Hudson. She operated the ferry for almost 50 years and retired shortly before her death in 
1810, at 101 years, a lifespan unheard of in the 1800s.

Text sources: The Historical Society of Rockland County, www.hudsonriver.com 
Photo source: Deborah Maher
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norma merrick sklarek
(1928—)

Norma Merrick Sklarek was born on April 15, 1928. She is a world renowned 
architect and businesswoman. 

From New York City, Sklarek graduated from Barnard College with a degree 
in architecture in 1950. Sklarek became the fi rst African-American woman 
to be licensed as an architect in the United States with certifi cation in New 
York State in 1954 and in California in 1962. 

She was also the fi rst African-American woman director of architecture 
at Gruen and Associates in Los Angeles. In 1966, she was the fi rst woman to be elected Fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects. 

Some 20 years later, in 1985, she became the fi rst African-American woman architect to form her own 
architectural fi rm: Siegel, Sklarek, Diamond. At the time, this was the largest woman-owned and mostly 
woman-staff ed architectural fi rm in the U.S.. 

Among Sklarek’s designs are the City Hall in San Bernardino, California; the Fox Plaza in San Francisco; 
Terminal One at the Los Angeles International Airport; and the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. 

From 1989 to 1992, Sklarek was a principal at The Jerde Partnership. There she was in charge of project 
management and review of the functional and technological aspects of projects. Norma Sklarek is now 
semi-retired serving as Chair of the AIA National Ethics Council. She conducts classes for the architectural 
building design and site licensing exams, and is a guest lecturer. In her honor, Howard University off ers 
the Norma Merrick Sklarek Architectural Scholarship Award.

Text sources: Distinguished Women of Past and Present.



madam c. J. Walker
(1867—1919)

Madam C. J. Walker transformed herself from an uneducated farm 
laborer and laundress into America’s fi rst self-made woman mil-
lionaire, not to mention one of the 20th century’s most successful 
entrepreneurs. 

She was born Sarah Breedlove on a Louisiana plantation, the daughter 
of former slaves. She was orphaned at age six, and at the age of 14, 
she married C. J. Walker and bore a daughter A’Lelia. After suff er-
ing from a scalp ailment called alopecia (which causes hair loss), 

she began a business selling “Madam C. J. Walker’s Wonderful Hair Grower,” a scalp conditioning 
formula she had developed. Over the years, Madam Walker developed a line of cosmetics and hair 
care products specifi cally designed for African-American women. By 1910 she had built a factory, a 
hair salon, and a training school. Six years later, as a millionaire, Madam Walker moved her business 
to New York City. She built “Villa Lewars,” a four-acre estate in Irvington-on-Hudson in Westchester 
County, as her country retreat. 

As a supporter of the NAACP’s anti-lynching movement, she was part of a delegation in 1917 that 
visited the White House petitioning President Woodrow Wilson to make lynching a federal crime. 
In addition to her business success, Madam Walker was known for her generous contributions to 
African-American causes and for building a “colored” YMCA. 

Text Source: Madam C. J. Walker by A’Lelia Bundles; and www.si.umich.edu 
Photo Source: A’Lelia Bundles/Walker Family Collection 
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Mary Clarke
(1924— )

In 1978, Mary Clarke was the first woman named to the rank of 
major general in the U.S. Army. Born and reared in Rochester, Mary 
Clarke began her military career in 1945 as an enlisted woman in 
Fort Des Moines, Iowa.

She initially enlisted in the Woman’s Army Corp (WAC) during World 
War II only for the duration of the war; however, when a male 
commander said she couldn’t survive the officers’ training camp, 
she decided to stay. And stay she did: Mary Clarke served in the army for 

36 years, the longest army career of any woman.

She became the commander of the WAC, and when it was absorbed into the regular army in 1978, she was 
promoted to Major General. She then assumed command of the U.S. Army Military Police School/Training 
Center in Fort McClellan, Alabama.

Over the course of her career, she received many decorations and honors. She also received a doctorate in mili-
tary science from Norwich University in Vermont, and was named director of human resources development 
for the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel in Washington, D.C. 

After she retired in 1981, she was appointed to the Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the 
Services.

Text source: The Book of Women’s Firsts: Breakthrough Achievements of Almost 1000 
American Women by Phyllis J. Read & Bernard L. Witlieb; and Mary Clarke
Photo source: Mary Clarke
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Margaret Cochran Corbin
(1751—c.1800) 

“The first American woman to take a soldier’s part in the War for Liberty.” 
So reads the bronze plaque commemorating Margaret Cochran Corbin in 
Fort Tryon Park in upper Manhattan. When her husband joined the Army, 
Margaret Corbin became a “camp follower” and she fought alongside 
him as a “half-soldier” in the American Revolutionary War. In 1776, Fort 
Washington, New York (now Fort Tryon Park) and her husband was killed. 
Without missing a beat, Margaret continued loading and firing the cannon 
by herself until she was seriously wounded. She never recovered fully from 
her injuries and was left without use of her left arm for the rest of her 
life. The Continental Congress granted her a pension (“half the pay and 
allowances of a soldier in service”) due to her distinguished bravery, and 
thus, she was also the first woman to receive a military pension from the 
United States government.

For the next 20 years until her death in 1800, “Capt. Molly” (not to be confused with Molly Pitcher) lived 
in the West Point area. In 1926, the Daughters of the American Revolution had her remains re-interred 
with full military honors at the cemetery of the United States Military Academy at West Point, where 
she remains the only woman buried at West Point.

In the wake of the 1976 Bicentennial, Corbin’s story resurfaced and Fort Tryon Park’s plaza and drive 
were renamed for her. Subsequently, local schools developed a curriculum about Corbin, and a plaque 
honoring the heroine was placed at 190th Street & Fort Washington Avenue, Manhattan. She is also 
commemorated by several bronze plaques within Fort Tryon Park and a bronze statue at West Point.

Text source: www.distinquishedwomen.com; www.nycgovparks.org; 
www.washington-heights.us/history/“Margaret Cochran Corbin” by James Renner
Photo source: www.washington-heights.us/history/archives
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Margaret Cochran Corbin
(1751-c.1800)

“The first American woman to take a soldier’s part in the War
for Liberty.” So reads the bronze plaque commemo-
rating Margaret Cochran Corbin in Fort Tryon Park
in upper Manhattan. When her husband joined the
Army, Margaret Corbin became a “camp follower”
and she fought alongside him as a “half-soldier” in
the American Revolutionary War. In 1776, Fort Wash-
ington, New York (now Fort Tryon Park) was attacked
and her husband was killed. Without missing a beat ,
Margaret continued loading and firing the cannon
by herself until she herself was seriously wounded.
She never recovered fully from her injuries and was
left without use of her left arm for the rest of her life.

The Continental Congress granted her a pension (“half the pay and al-
lowances of a soldier in service”) due to her distinguished bravery, and
thus, she was also the first woman to receive a military pension from the
United States government .

For the next 20 years until her death in 1800, “Capt . Molly” (not to be
confused with Molly Pitcher) lived in the West Point area. In 1926, the
Daughters of the American Revolution had her remains re-interred with
full military honors at the cemetery of the United States Military Acad-
emy at West Point , where she remains the only woman buried at West
Point .

In the wake of the 1976 Bicentennial, Corbin’s story resurfaced and Fort
Tryon Park’s plaza and drive were renamed for her. Subsequently, local
schools developed a curriculum about Corbin, and a plaque honoring
the heroine was placed at 190th Street & Fort Washington Avenue, Man-
hattan. She is also commemorated by several bronze plaques within Fort
Tryon Park and a bronze statue at West Point .
Text source: www.distinquishedwomen.com; www.nycgovparks.org;
www.washington-heights.us/history/“Margaret Cochran Corbin” by James Renner
Photo source: www.washington-heights.us/history/archives
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Juliane Gallina
(1970— )

A native of Pelham, New York, in Westchester County, Juliane Gallina was the 
first woman to be named brigade commander by the U.S. Naval Academy 
in 1991.

Established in 1845, the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, 
did not admit women during its first 146 years. When it finally did, in 
1976, many midshipmen as well as faculty still did not believe women 
had a place there.

In 1991, after a rigorous screening and interview process with top 
academy officials, Juliane Gallina was appointed brigade commander, making her responsible for the 
daily military activity of the academy’s 4,300 midshipmen. She was the second woman ever to hold 
such a prestigious and powerful position at a military service academy, the first one being at the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, New York.

As brigade commander, Juliane Gallina served as chief liaison between the midshipmen and academy 
officers. In addition to being the student leader of 4,300, Gallina was also the coxswain of the women’s 
crew team and a member of the track and lacrosse teams while at the academy. After graduating from 
the Naval Academy, Juliane Gallina earned a master’s degree in space systems operations and is currently 
a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy.

Text source and photo credit: Department of the Navy, United States Naval Academy
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Dr. Mary Edwards Walker
(1832—1919)

The only woman to win the Congressional Medal of Honor, Dr. Mary 
Edwards Walker was so far ahead of her time that she was acclaimed not 
as much for her patriotism as for being “that shocking female surgeon in 
trousers.” Awarded the Medal of Honor in 1865 for her heroic efforts in 
the Civil War, Dr. Walker was a surgeon as well as a Union spy who was 
held as a  prisoner of war. 

A native of Oswego, Mary Walker was born November 26, 1832. She 
graduated at age 23 from Syracuse Medical College, the nation’s first 

medical school, which was also ahead of its time because it accepted women and men on an equal 
basis. She married fellow student Albert Miller and refused to take his name — unheard of in the 
mid-19th century!

During the Civil War, she was at first refused a commission as an army surgeon and instead volunteered 
at a Washington, D.C. hospital. She then worked at the Union front lines, including the battles of Bull 
Run and Chickamauga. She fearlessly crossed Confederate lines to treat civilians and was taken prisoner 
for four months in Virginia. Later, she worked at a female prison and an orphan asylum.

When her Medal of Honor was revoked after 52 years — allegedly because of her fight for women’s 
rights — Dr. Walker refused to return it and wore it until her death in 1919. President Carter reinstated her 
Medal of Honor in 1977, and she remains the only woman so honored. A surgeon, suffragette, writer and 
inventor from the 19th century, Dr. Walker continues to be an inspiration for women of the 21st century.

Text source: www.wtvh.com/promo/walker,WTVH Channel 5, Syracuse, NY.
Photo source: Women’s Internet Information Network, Inc. - military women’s history.
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elizabeth blackwell
(1821—1910)

On January 23, 1849, Elizabeth Blackwell became the fi rst woman in the 
United States to graduate from medical school. At age 24, Ms. Blackwell 
decided she wanted to go into medicine, despite much adversity. Lacking 
fi nancial support, she found a position as a music teacher in an exclusive 
girls’ school in North Carolina. After a year of saving her money, she accepted 
another teaching position in South Carolina because of its free access to a 
doctor’s library. It was there that she studied medicine. 

After much trying, this determined fi ve-foot-one inch woman was admitted to Geneva Medical 
College, a forerunner of Hobart College in Geneva, New York. Her months there were extremely diffi  cult. 
Townspeople and male students ostracized and harassed her, and even barred her from classroom 
participation at fi rst. She persevered, and graduated fi rst in her class.

While that degree was enough for a man, she knew that she would need more training to succeed, 
and thus, went overseas for further study. While working at a Paris maternity hospital, Blackwell had 
an accident in which she lost one eye and was forced to abandon her plans to study surgery. When she 
returned from Europe, Dr. Blackwell and two other women opened and operated the New York Infi rmary 
for Women and Children in a slum district in New York City.

Although Elizabeth Blackwell was born and died in England, she spent much of her life in New York 
State. Dr. Blackwell continued lecturing and writing until her death at age 91.

Text sources: Merriam-Whitier, Inc.; World Almanac & Book of Facts, 2001, p. 39.
“Elizabeth Blackwell: The First Woman Doctor.” Child Life. Apr/May 2000, vol. 79, Issue 3, p. 24. 
Photo source:  The National Women’s Hall of Fame
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Katharine burr blodgett
(1898—1979)

The first female research scientist at General Electric Company, in 
Schenectady, Katharine Burr Blodgett made signifi cant contributions to the 
fi eld of industrial chemistry, including six U.S. patents. Dr. Blodgett had a 
long-time collaboration with fellow scientist, Dr. Irving Langmuir, and the
area of their research is now known as Langmuir-Blodgett technology. 

 After graduating from high school in 1913 at the age of 15, she won 
a scholarship to Bryn Mawr College. The knowledge she obtained 
while a graduate student at University of Chicago helped her 
invent gas masks that saved countless lives during World War I.

Dr. Blodgett’s other experiments during World War II led to breakthroughs in the design of the airplane 
wing, and she designed a smoke screen that also saved lives during military campaigns. 

Dr. Blodgett has been credited with inventing nonrefl ecting glass, which is commonly found today in 
camera lenses and optical equipment, automobile windows, eyeglasses, picture frames and submarine 
periscopes. 

The fi rst woman to receive a doctorate in physics from Cambridge University in England, Dr. Blodgett 
received numerous honorary doctorate degrees and awards. In 1951, she was the fi rst industrial scientist 
to be awarded the Garvan Medal. Dr. Blodgett spent nearly all of her adult life in Schenectady, where 
she helped pave the way for women physicists and scientists around the world. 

Text source: Prominent Women of the 20th Century, Peggy Saari; http://.chem.ch.huji.ac.il/~eugeniik/
history/blodgett.html 
Photo source: The Hall of Electrical History, Schenectady Museum Association 
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eileen m. collins
(1956— )

Eileen M. Collins used her good grades, fl ying experience, and a letter of 
recommendation from her ROTC supervisor to go straight from college into 
Air Force pilot training and then on to achieve one of the most recognizable 
accomplishments of our day: Ms. Collins was the fi rst American woman to 
pilot a spacecraft, the space shuttle Discovery. 

A native of Elmira, Ms. Collins graduated from Corning Community College in 
1976 and Syracuse University in 1978. She learned to fl y when she was 20, 
earning her pilot’s license in 1977. 

Ms. Collins was hand-picked by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration in 1990 to 
become an American astronaut. In February 1995 she became the fi rst American woman to pilot a 
space shuttle, the Discovery, which represented the fi rst fl ight of the new joint Russian-American 
space program. Ms. Collins also served as a pilot on the shuttle Atlantis in May 1997, the sixth shuttle 
mission to rendezvous and dock with the Russian space station Mir, and her rise to fame accelerated 
when she became the fi rst female Shuttle Commander, on the Columbia, in July 1999. Ms. Collins
went on to command the shuttle Discovery in July 2005, the historic “Return to Flight” mission during 
which the shuttle docked with the International Space Station and the crew tested and evaluated new 
procedures for fl ight safety, shuttle inspection and repair techniques. 

Ms. Collins, who has logged over 6,000 hours in 30 diff erent types of aircraft, and who is a veteran of 
four space fl ights, has logged more than 872 hours in space. 

She is the recipient of a multitude of awards and honors, including the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal for service in Grenada, 
the French Legion of Honor, the NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal and NASA Space Flight Medals. 

Eileen M. Collins retired from the Air Force in January 2005 and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in May 2006. She is a member of the National Women’s Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls.

Text and photo source: National Aeronautics and Space Administration
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charlotte Friend
(1921—1987)

As the fi rst scientist to discover a direct link between viruses and 
cancer, Charlotte Friend made important breakthroughs in cancer 
research, particularly with leukemia, a leading cancer killer of children. 
Because of Dr. Friend’s work, medical researchers developed a greater 
understanding of cancer and how it can be fought.

Dr. Friend, the daughter of Russian immigrants, was born in New 
York City. She began her career at the Sloan-Kettering Institute 
for Cancer Research in New York City and taught as an associate 
professor in microbiology at Cornell University in Ithaca. In 1966, 

Friend became a professor and director at the Center for Experimental Cell Biology at New York’s
Mount Sinai Hospital Medical School.

Dr. Friend has been honored for her work by the National Institutes of Health, the American Cancer 
Society and is a recipient of the Alfred P. Sloan Award for Cancer Research. She was a member of 
many national and international scientifi c organizations and was elected president of the American 
Association for Cancer Research in 1976. She was elected to membership in the National Academy of 
Sciences that same year and in 1978, became the fi rst woman president of the New York Academy 
of Sciences.

Text source: Prominent Women of the 20th Century, by Peggy Saari; The New York Academy of Sciences.

Photo courtesy of The New York Academy of Sciences Archives
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Winifred goldring 
(1888-1971)

Best known for being appointed the fi rst female State Paleontologist of New 
York, Ms. Goldring was a pioneer in her fi eld and the fi rst woman to be elected 
President of the Paleontological Society - the largest association of paleontolo-
gists in the world. At the time of this bestowment, the fi eld of paleontology was 
an overwhelmingly male dominated area. The tremendous support she was 
given by men for her presidency of the society underscores her prominence as a 
nationally known and respected geologist.

Born and raised in Kenwood, outside of Albany, New York, Ms. Goldring was an exceptional student, 
graduating Valedictorian of her class from one of the best high schools in Albany, the Milne School. Earn-
ing her A.B. with honors in 1909, and her A.M. in 1912, from Wellesley College, she became intensely 
interested in geology during the course of her studies. After graduating, she remained at Wellesley as a 
geology instructor and served as a teaching assistant in Boston’s Teacher’s School of Science. During the 
summer of 1913, she also studied at Columbia University with renowned geologist Amadeus Grabau. 

Ms. Goldring’s return to New York was in 1914, when she accepted a position as Scientifi c Expert at the 
New York State Museum. Her most noted work however, was with the Gilboa fossil fl ora. As plant fossils 
were being revealed during the excavations for the Gilboa dam and reservoir in Schoharie, New York, Ms. 
Goldring was assigned to scientifi cally describe and illustrate them. Her inherent knowledge of botany, 
coupled with graduate courses taken at Johns Hopkins University in 1921, made her uniquely qualifi ed 
for this work. It was the publication of her report on the Gilboa fossil forest in 1924 that established 
Ms. Goldring as an important Devonian researcher.

Ms. Goldring was also known for her work with stromatolites. The stromalolite site that she studied, 
the Petrifi ed Sea Gardens, are a National Natural Landmark and a National Historic Landmark of the 
United States. 

Although there were other notable female geologists/paleontologists in her lifetime, Ms. Goldring’s 
appointment as State Paleontologist in 1939, was a fi rst for women in the nation and in the world.  

Photo and Text Source: www.nysm.nysed.gov/womenshistory/goldring.html
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grace brewster murray Hopper
(1906—1992)

A native of New York City and a graduate of Vassar College and Yale 
University, Grace Hopper was known for her role in developing COBOL 
(Common Business-Oriented Language), a widely used computer 
language that allows computer commands to be written using an 
English-based vocabulary instead of machine code. 

She joined the Naval service during World War II as a member of 
WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service). Her naval 
assignment took her to Harvard University, where she did computer 
work and coined the term “bug” to refer to computer glitches. She 
served 43 years of service in the military, and attained the rank of 
rear admiral before retiring in 1986. 

Grace Brewster Murray Hopper standardized the Navy’s computer languages, published more than 
50 articles, and was honored many times. President George H. Bush awarded her the National Medal 
of Technology in 1991, the fi rst time the award was given to a woman. She also was named “Man of 
the Year” in 1969 by the Data Processing Management Association. 

Known for her unorthodox and blunt style, she once called the women’s movement “tommyrot and 
nonsense.” 

Text source: Merriam-Webster, Inc.
Photo courtesy of The National Women’s Hall of Fame
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mary Putnam Jacobi
(1842—1906)

A female physician, Mary Putnam Jacobi is known for her work to improve 
education for women and to advance the status of women in the medical 
profession. Born in England, Mary Putnam grew up in Staten Island, Yonkers, 
and Morrisania, now part of the Bronx.

The daughter of a publisher, she was headed for a literary career when she 
had a story published at age 18 in The Atlantic Monthly. However, her gift 

in science led her to a medical career. She graduated from the New York College of Pharmacy and the 
Female Medical College of Pennsylvania. 

Mary Putnam battled to become the fi rst woman to be admitted to L’Ecole de Medicine in Paris, from 
which she graduated with a prize-winning thesis. She returned to the States frustrated at the meager 
educational opportunities for women in America, and thus organized the Association of the Advancement 
of the Medical Education of Women (later the Women’s Medical Association of New York City). 

Settling in New York City, she married a renowned pediatrician, and they both led a social reform 
movement that equated healthy children with national progress and power. Dr. Jacobi led a strand of 
women physicians caring for children throughout the city. Her literary roots were always evident, as 
she wrote several books and over 100 medical essays, including one that received the Boylston Prize 
from Harvard University. 

Text source: Viner, Russell. “Politics, Power, and Pediatrics.” The Lancet.
 January 16, 1999; Merriam-Webster, Inc.; www.women.eb.women 
Photo source: National Women’s Hall of Fame 
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barbara mcclintock
(1902—1992)

Barbara McClintock, America’s most distinguished cytogeneticist, was initially 
denied acceptance to Cornell University’s Dept. of Plant Breeding because 
she was a woman. Eventually allowed to study plant genetics, McClintock 
received her Ph.D. from Cornell in 1927, and later formulated one of the most 
important genetic theories of the 20th century. 

Dr. McClintock’s work in cytogenetics — the study of heredity through 
cell genetics — has been key to today’s understanding of human disease. But the great medical and 
biological signifi cance of her research would not be recognized for decades. 

In 1942, Dr. McClintock was invited to the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory on Long Island to further her 
research, and in 1944, she became the third woman elected to the National Academy of Sciences. In 1951,
Dr. McClintock theorized that genes are not fi xed in place, but can “jump” from place to place on 
chromosomes. Her discovery of mobile genetic elements, known as the “jumping genes theory,” was 
disputed for over 20 years. 

In the 1970s, new DNA research validated Dr. McClintock’s theory. Her discovery has helped to explain, 
for example, how bacteria becomes resistant to certain antibiotics. Cancer researchers subsequently 
discovered human genes that may transform healthy cells into cancerous ones. 

Dr. McClintock was fi nally recognized for her signifi cant contributions in 1983 when, at the age of 81, she 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology. 

Text Source: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Library and Archives; “At Long Last — A Nobel for a 
Loner”, by Gina Maranto (Discover, December 1983);
National Women’s Hall of Fame 
Photo Source: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Library and Archives 
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maria mitchell
(1818—1889)

A native New Englander from Nantucket, Mass-achusetts, Maria Mitchell 
was born into a strongly religious Quaker family. One of the tenets of the 
Quaker religion — that girls should receive education equal to that of 
boys — prepared her well, as she is recognized today as the fi rst female 
astronomer in the United States.

A teaching assistant by the age of 16, Ms. Mitchell opened her own school 
at age 17, and went on to work as a librarian on the island of Nantucket 
where she lived with her father, William, an astronomer who recorded 
star observations for the United States Coast Guard. Ms. Mitchell’s love of 
reading and learning, along with her father’s encouragement, motivated 
her to follow in her father’s footsteps.

In the fall of 1847, Maria, who had been tracking a faint light near the North Star through her father’s telescope, 
recorded what she believed to be a comet. While the discovery of comets was not an unusual occurrence by 
that time, the fact that a woman had spotted it certainly was. Ms. Mitchell’s father promptly contacted Harvard 
University’s observatory about his daughter’s discovery, as the King of Denmark had off ered a gold medal to 
the person who discovered a comet seen only through a telescope. When a citizen of Rome discovered the 
same comet two days later than Maria Mitchell, he was awarded the prize before the news of Maria’s earlier 
discovery was received. A year later and after some negotiation, however, Ms. Mitchell was recognized with 
the medal for the discovery of what was named “Miss Mitchell’s Comet.”

While continuing to work as a librarian, Ms. Mitchell received congratulatory letters from scientists, 
culminating in 1848 and 1850, when the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Association for the 
Advancement of Science, respectively, voted her their fi rst female member. Ms. Mitchell was elected president 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Women in 1875, and served as professor of astronomy 
at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, from 1865 to 1888, the year before she died. 

Posthumously, Ms. Mitchell was elected to the Hall of Fame of Great Americans at New York University (now 
Bronx Community College), and in 1994 was elected to the National Women’s Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls, 
New York.

Text Source: http://www.distinguishedwomen.com/biographies/mitchell
Photo Source: Courtesy of Archives and Special Collections, Vassar College Libraries
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 The 1901 Pan-american exposition in buffalo
(1901)

The 1901 Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo 
was part of a series of internationalexpositions at 
which hundreds of exhibits displayed the greatest 
technological innovations and product designs of 
their time. 

The 350-acre site, containing hundreds of buildings 
that took years of planning and work, was made 
possible through the eff orts of the Board of Women 

Managers, established in 1899 under President Kate Hamlin. Some board members were society 
matrons; others were professionals or active in social reform programs. 

The women were involved in recruiting exhibitors, soliciting attendance by women’s civic and 
professional organizations, and promoting the Exposition at meetings throughout the country. Women 
were also incorporated in professional capacities  —  architect Josephine Wright Chapman won a 
sealed competition to design the New England Building and S. Cecilia Cotter displayed her sculptures. 

Text and photo source: Images of America: Buff alo’s Pan-American Exposition, Thomas Leary and Elizabeth Sholes with the Buff alo and 
Erie County Historical Society.
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blanche stuart “betty” scott
(1889 -1970)

Blanche Stuart Scott, the fi rst woman to drive an automobile from coast to 
coast, was also the fi rst American woman to fl y an airplane solo. 

Born on April 8, 1889 in Rochester, New York, the impetuous Ms. Scott fi rst 
came to the attention of the authorities at the age of 13 for driving her 
family’s automobile around the city. Since there was no established age 
at that time for operating a motor vehicle, she continued to do so, much 
to the consternation of the Rochester City Council.

By the age of 21, and after completing fi nishing school, she made headlines 
in 1910 for becoming the fi rst woman to drive an automobile cross-country, from New York to San Francisco. At 
that time, there were only 218 miles of paved road outside of the major United States cities, and the trip took
Ms. Scott from May 16 until July 23 of that year. During this cross country drive, she drew the attention of 
Jerome Fanciulli, an early aviator who was part of the famous Curtiss Exhibition Team. As the fi rst and only 
woman to receive fl ying lessons from Glenn Curtiss, Ms. Scott debuted her fl ying skills by fl ying at an altitude 
of 40 feet, after a gust of wind lifted her airborne.

Following her formal instruction with Mr. Curtiss, she joined his Exhibition Team, making her fi rst public 
appearance in Fort Wayne, Indiana on October 24, 1910. This began the career of the woman who holds the 
title of America’s fi rst female professional fl yer. During her career, Ms. Scott completed the fi rst woman’s long 
distance fl ight, became the fi rst female test pilot, was a member of the Ward Exhibition Team, was the fi rst 
American woman to ride in a jet, ultimately working for the United States Air Force Museum.

After retiring from active fl ying in 1916, Ms. Scott worked in the media fi eld. For nine years, she did writing 
for Warner Brothers and Universal studios in California, and also wrote and produced a succession of radio 
shows in the Rochester area.

A member of the Early Birds, the OX-5 Club, and the Long Island Early Fliers Club, Blanche Stuart Scott passed 
away on January 12, 1970.

Text Source: www.ctie.monash.edu.au/hargrave/scott
Photo Source: Courtesy of the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum, Hammondsport, NY
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lucy Hobbs Taylor
(1833—1910) 

The fi rst woman in the world to earn a Doctor of Dental Surgery 
(DDS), Lucy Hobbs Taylor was born in Ellenburg, Clinton County, in 
1833. Her quest to become a dentist was arduous and frustrating, yet 
her persistence never waivered. Orphaned at age 12, Lucy toiled as a 
seamstress and later became a school teacher at age 16, graduating from 
the Franklin Academy in Malone. After working 10 years as a teacher, 
her growing interest in medicine led her to Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
she applied for — and was promptly denied — admission to medical 
school. When she applied to dental college, she was again rejected
solely because of her gender. 

 As was the common practice of the day, many men learned dentistry not in school but through 
apprenticeships. After repeated rejection and ridicule, Lucy Hobbs finally found a recent 
graduate of Ohio College of Dental Surgery who would apprentice her. She opened her own
practice in 1861 and the next year moved to Iowa, where she gained acceptance as “the lady who 
pulls teeth.” She was also admitted to the Iowa State Dental Society, the fi rst woman to be admitted 
to a professional dental organization. 

Finally, after fi ve years of incessant perseverance, she was accepted to the Ohio College of Dental 
Surgery, and earned her DDS after only four months of study in 1866. While practicing in Chicago, 
she married James M. Taylor, whom she taught to be a dentist as well. They moved to Kansas where 
they had a lucrative joint practice for 20 years. Today, nearly half of all dental students are female, 
and they owe a great deal to this native New Yorker who paved the way. 

 Text source: Journal of the History of Dentistry, March 1999; www.aawd.org/LHT;
www.ohiohistorycentral.org 
Photo source:  www.clendening.kumc.edu
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susan b. anthony
(1820—1906)

Susan Brownell Anthony was a zealous and tireless advocate for the rights 
of women and blacks. From the age of 17, when she was a teacher in 
rural New York State, she lobbied for equal pay for women teachers, for 
coeducation, and for college training for girls. 

When the Sons of Temperance refused to admit women into their 
movement, she organized the fi rst women’s temperance association, the 

Daughters of Temperance.  Anthony lectured on women’s rights and abolition, along with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton. They secured the fi rst laws in the New York State Legislature guaranteeing women rights 
over their children and control of property and wages. 

Early in the Civil War, Anthony worked with abolitionists and organized the Women’s Loyal National 
League, which argued for emancipation. After the war, she unsuccessfully challenged the 14th 
Amendment to allow women and “Negroes” the right to vote. 

In 1869, Ms. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton formed one of several women’s suff rage organizations. 
In 1890, the groups merged to form the National American Woman Suff rage Association, of which 
Anthony was president from 1892 to 1900. In 1872, Susan led a group of women to the polls in 
Rochester to test their right to the franchise under the  14th Amendment. She was arrested and fi ned, 
but she refused to pay. 

An early target of abuse and scorn, Susan B. Anthony eventually became a national heroine. With the 
issue of a dollar coin in 1979, she became the fi rst woman to be depicted on United States currency. 
She spent most of her life in the Rochester area and died there in 1906. 

Text sources: Merriam-Webster, Inc.; www.encyclopedia.com/articles/00574.html 

Photo source: The National Women’s Hall of Fame 

social Reformers



antoinette brown blackwell
(1825—1921)

The fi rst woman ordained in the United States by a mainstream denomination, 
Antoinette Brown Blackwell overcame a lifetime of gender-based obstacles to 
have a distinguished career as a minister, a writer and a suff ragist. 

Born in Henrietta, Antoinette Brown began her public speaking career at age 
nine during services of the local Congregational Church. Following graduation 
from Oberlin College, her plans to continue her studies in theology were 
met with much social resistance. The faculty barred her from participating 
in classroom discussions and attending her graduation, and refused to grant 
her a degree. Years later, Oberlin fi nally awarded her honorary master’s and 
doctoral degrees. 

 Armed with faith and fortitude, Brown preached whenever she had an opportunity, speaking for the 
abolitionist and temperance movements. At a time when public speaking by women was considered 
taboo, she was often shouted down by male preachers. 

 In 1853, Antoinette Brown was ordained a minister of the First Congregational Church in Wayne County 
and later became a Unitarian. After marrying Samuel C. Blackwell, she continued to write prolifi cally 
while raising fi ve daughters. She published eight books and was a pioneer in the Women’s Suff ragist 
Movement. Rev. Blackwell preached her last sermon at age 90, and at 95, was fi nally able to vote when 
the Nineteenth Amendment was enacted. 

Text source: www.greatwomen.org; www.distinguishedwomen.
com/biographies; www.cc.oberlin.edu; The Encyclopedia Americana 
- International Edition, Vol.4 

 Photo source: Oberlin College Archives 
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amelia Jenks bloomer
(1818—1894)

Amelia Jenks Bloomer is probably best known forher dress-reform 
campaign for women. She frequently appeared in public wearing full-cut 
pantaloons, or “Turkish trousers,” under a short skirt. She was ridiculed for 
her costume, which came to be called “bloomers.” 

But Amelia Jenks Bloomer did much more than campaign for dress reform. 
In 1849, she started publishing a newspaper for women called, The Lily: 
A Ladies Home Journal Devoted to Temperance and Literature. In 1850 she 
introduced fellow temperance worker Susan B. Anthony to Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, initiating a collaboration that would last half a century. The paper soon became the voice for 
Stanton and other supporters of women’s interests, advocating for change in women’s rights and was 
used as a platform to campaign for ideas. 

Ms. Bloomer published the newspaper from her home in Seneca Falls, where she also served as the 
deputy postmistress. The Lily is considered to be the fi rst newspaper edited by a woman. Ms. Bloomer 
began a career as a speaker in 1852, which she continued after she moved to Iowa in 1855. In this work, 
she was recorded as a worker for women’s rights and other social reforms. 

Text sources: Merriam Webster, Inc.; National Parks Service 

Photo source: The National Women’s Hall of Fame 
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matilda Joslyn gage 
(1826 –1898)

A noted speaker and writer on woman’s suff rage, Ms. Gage worked her entire life 
for the liberation of women and became one of the most infl uential women in the 
suff rage movement.  Ms. Gage, along with Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, was a founding member of the National Woman Suff rage Association 
(NWSA) and served in various offi  ces of that organization (1869-1889). She 
helped organize the Virginia and New York state suff rage associations, and 
was an offi  cer in the New York association for 20 years. From 1878 to 1881 she 
published the National Citizen and Ballot Box, the offi  cial newspaper of the NWSA.

An only child, Ms. Gage was raised in an antislavery household. Her home, like that of her parents, was 
used as a station on the Underground Railroad. A committed abolitionist, Ms. Gage continued to support 
the Underground Railroad and became interested in the woman’s suff rage movement. Her life’s work 
would become the struggle for the complete liberation of women.

Ms. Gage believed that the rights of all people were intertwined. Just as she had fought slavery and 
spoke out for women’s rights, she also championed Indian rights. During the 1870’s, Ms. Gage spoke out 
against the treatment of Native Americans. She was adopted in to the Wolf Clan of the Mohawk nation 
and given the name Ka-ron-ien-ha-wi (Sky Carrier). Inspired by the Six Nation Iroquois Confederacy’s 
form of government, where “the power between the sexes was nearly equal,” this indigenous practice 
of woman’s rights became her vision.

Ms. Gage was well-educated and a prolifi c writer. She corresponded with numerous newspapers, 
reporting on developments in the women’s suff rage movement. She co-edited with Stanton and 
Anthony the fi rst three volumes of the six-volume The History of Woman Suff rage (1881-1887). She 
also authored the infl uential pamphlets Woman as Inventor (1870), Woman’s Rights Catechism (1871), 
and Who Planned the Tennessee Campaign of 1862? (1880).

“Until liberty is attained—the broadest, the deepest, the highest liberty for all—not one set alone, 
one clique alone, but for men and women, black and white, Irish, Germans, Americans, and Negroes, 
there can be no permanent peace.” Gage spoke these words during the Civil War, and they characterize 
her life-long commitment to the struggle of freedom of all people.

Photo Source: The Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation
Text Source: www.nyhistory.com
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clara Hale
(1905—1992)

Clara Hale, best known as “Mother Hale,” was a prominent 
philanthropist, social activist and child care worker who founded 
Hale House in New York City and created a sanctuary for
drug-addicted and AIDS-infected infants and their mothers. 

As a young widow raising three children in New York City, 
Hale began caring for the babies and small children of 
full-time maids, unwed mothers and other women who 

could not or would not care for them. By 1940, she had become an official foster parent, 
and over the next 28 years her apartment became home to more than 40 children of all
ages and ethnic backgrounds. In 1970, at the age of 65, Hale took in the child of a drug-addicted woman 
so the woman could seek treatment. Word quickly spread and within six months, Hale, with fi nancial 
support from her children, had taken in 22 drug-addicted babies and Hale House had been created.

Mother Hale established the foundation for the Hale House Center for the Promotion of Human 
Potential. She expanded it to care for mothers and children infected with HIV or suff ering from AIDS. 

Text source: Prominent Women of the 20th Century, Peggy Saari

Photo courtesy of The Hale House
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mary shotwell ingraham
(1887—1981)

Brooklyn-born Mary Shotwell Ingraham founded the United Service 
Organizations (USO), which serves the social, recreational, spiritual, 
educational and entertainment needs of the men and women in the 
armed forces. 

For her USO work, Ms. Ingraham was the fi rst woman to receive the 
prestigious Medal for Merit. Bestowed upon her in 1946 by President 
Harry S Truman, this award not only recognized her service to the 
country, but also her service on a committee of the U.S. War Department 
that select the fi rst women for offi  cers’ training in the Women’s Auxiliary 
Army Corps. 

A 1908 Vassar College graduate, Ingraham was president of the Brooklyn YWCA from 1922 to 1939. 
She was then promoted to president of the national board of the YWCA, on which she served for the 
next fi ve years. Ingraham also served for 30 years, from 1938 to 1968, as an unsalaried member of the 
New York City Board of Higher Education. While a board member, she headed a committee that helped 
establish the City University of New York in 1961. Ingraham was also the proud mother of Mary Ingraham 
Bunting, the fi rst woman to serve on the Atomic Energy Commission. 

Text source: The Book of Women’s Firsts: Breakthrough Achievements of 
Almost 1,000 American Women, by Phyllis Read & Bernard L. Witlieb; and 
Current Biography,  Vassar College 

Photo source: Alumnae and Alumni Vassar College 
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Rosalie Jones
(1883—1978)

Rosalie Gardiner Jones, a wealthy Oyster Bay socialite, made a statement during 
her life, not because of her resources, but because of her advocacy and resiliency. 
Born in 1883, Ms. Jones attended Adelphi College, then a woman’s school in 
Brooklyn, and was graduated from Brooklyn Law School. She also received 
degrees from Washington College of Law, George Washington University, and 
American University.

Ms. Jones was later known as “General Jones” due to her work within 
the suffrage movement. Despite her privileged upbringing, Ms. Jones 

first participated in a New York City outdoor suffrage demonstration in 1911 at the age of 28. This 
was considered radical at the time, as the mainstream suffrage movement consisted of parlor 
meetings and conventions. President of the Nassau County branch of the National American Woman’s 
Suffrage Association from 1912-1913, Ms. Jones gained notoriety by organizing a pilgrimage from
New York City in 1912 to present petitions to the new governor and gain publicity for the cause. Hiking in fog, 
rain, mud and snow for the 140 mile trek, General Jones was joined by suff ragists from across New York State.

Later, in March of 1913, General Jones organized another pilgrimage from Newark, New Jersey to Washington 
D.C., arriving on the eve of President Wilson’s inauguration, where she and her fellow suff ragettes also 
participated in the famous “March on Washington” suff rage parade. While New York voters had already 
responded to General Jones’ eff orts by amending the State Constitution on November 6, 1917, Congress 
passed the 19th Amendment banning voting discrimination based on sex on June 4, 1919. The amendment 
was ratifi ed by the states on August 18, 1920.

Ms. Jones was Nassau County president of the National American Woman Suff rage Association (NAWSA) in 
1912 and 1913, and published The American Standard of Living and World Cooperation in 1923. She spent 
her fi nal years in Brooklyn, where she died in 1978.

Text Sources: www.newsday.com, Huntington Historical Society
Photo Source: Courtesy of the Suff olk County Historical Society
and Harris & Ewing, Washington D.C.
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ann lee
(1736—1784)

Ann Lee is considered the fi rst spiritual leader of the United Society of 
Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing, or “Shakers” as they are commonly 
known. She and her followers established the fi rst Shaker settlement in 
America, sailing from England in a ship called the Mariah. They managed 
to arrive safely in New York, and settled between the Hudson and Mohawk 
rivers in what is now known as the Town of Colonie. 

The Shakers were a celibate, Christian community that believed in separation 
from the outside world, equality of the sexes, common ownership of property and devotion to industry. 
Ann’s status as a prophet and leader was vehemently denounced by most. She aroused intense opposition 
and was even accused of spying for the British. 

The Shakers advocated pacifi sm, and Mother Ann Lee was jailed as a traitor during the Revolutionary War 
for publicly proclaiming her views as a conscientious objector. Ann Lee and her immediate entourage 
were unbowed in their zealous commitment. However, in the end, she was forced to move from one 
friend’s home to another in constant fear for her life. She died in 1784, worn out by her adversaries. 

Text sources: Davies, Philip John. “Mother of the Shakers.” Contemporary Review, Feb. 2001; 
 Gill, Gillian. “American Revolutionary.” Christian Science Monitor, 26 July 2001. 

Photo source:  New York State Senate Media Services
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lucretia mott
(1793—1880)

Educated at a Quaker boarding school near Poughkeepsie, Lucretia 
Coffin Mott became a teacher and was distressed to find that 
experienced women teachers were paid less than half as much as 
their male counterparts.

She was soon traveling around the country lecturing on religion, 
temperance, the abolition of slavery, women’s rights and peace. With 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, she called a convention of women in Seneca 
Falls in 1848, from which was issued a “Declaration of Sentiments” 
that demanded legal equality for women. In 1852, she presided over 
a women’s rights convention in Syracuse. 

She worked to secure educational opportunities and suff rage for women and African-Americans. She 
and her husband, James Mott, opened their home to runaway slaves via the Underground Railroad 
after the Fugitive Slave Law was adopted in 1850. 

Text source: Merriam-Webster, Inc.
Photo courtesy of The National Women’s Hall of Fame

social Reformers



elizabeth cady stanton
(1815—1902)

Born in Johnstown, Elizabeth Cady Stanton was educated at the Johnstown 
Academy and at Emma Willard’s Troy Female Seminary. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton became interested in the abolitionist cause, and 
spoke frequently on the subject of women’s rights. In 1848, she circulated 
petitions that convinced the New York State Legislature to pass a bill 
granting property rights to married women. 

In 1848, she and Lucretia Mott convened a women’s rights convention in 
Seneca Falls and drafted the “Declaration of Sentiments,” which called for 

equal rights for women. An eff ective writer and orator, she worked closely with Susan B. Anthony to 
campaign across the country for women’s suff rage. 

In 1854, Ms. Stanton received an unprecedented invitation to address the New York State 
Legislature, and her speech resulted in new legislation that granted women the rights 
to their wages and to equal guardianship of their children. She helped organize the 
National Woman Suffrage Association in 1869, and in 1878 she drafted a federal suffrage
amendment that was introduced repeatedly in Congress. The amendment, in substantially the same 
language, was fi nally adopted in 1919. 

Text source: Merriam-Webster, Inc.

Photo courtesy of The National Women’s Hall of Fame
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Kateri Tekakwitha
(1656—1680)

Born near the town of Auriesville, Kateri Tekakwitha 
was the daughter of a Mohawk warrior. Her fi rst name 
is Mohawk for Catherine, and Tekakwitha means “she 
who cuts the way before her.” Orphaned at four years 
old and troubled by poor health in childhood, she was 
left pockmarked and nearly blind from smallpox. As a 
teenager she converted to Catholicism and was baptized 
at age 20, incurring wrath and hostility from others in her 
tribe. She moved to a Catholic settlement in Canada and 
lived a life devoted to prayer and care of the sick and aged. 

Kateri was known for her ministrations on behalf of her people and for her physical sacrifi ce, a practice 
credited with bringing her in perfect union with God in prayer. She taught others the lesson of the cross 
and had an innate kindliness that made her a memorable presence. 

Kateri, known as the “Lily of the Mohawks,” is credited with inspiring the establishment of Native American 
ministries throughout the United States and Canada. Upon her death on April 7, 1680, at the young age of 
24, the pockmarks from childhood smallpox miraculously disappeared. Her grave and nearby monument 
at Caughnawaga are considered shrines by believers and many pilgrims visit each year. She was declared 
venerable and beatifi ed by the Catholic Church, and an eff ort is underway to have her canonized. 

Text sources: www.catholic.org/saints/saints/kateritekakwitha.html.; Marquardt, Deborah. “Hour Four Artists Put Finishing Touches 
on God’s Creation.” U.S. Catholic, Aug 93, vol58, Issue 8, p14. Torrens, James S. “American and Catholic.” America, May 11, 1996; 
Hutchinson’s Biography Database, “Kateri Tekakwitha and the Miracle of Prayer.” Indian Country Today (Lakota Times), 5/17/00. 

Photo source: New York State Senate Media Services
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sojourner Truth
(1797—1883)

Sojourner Truth was born a slave in Ulster County and was given the 
name Isabella. One of 13 children born to slave parents, she spoke only 
Dutch. When she was sold at age 11, she learned to speak English but 
suff ered through much cruel treatment. She was sold many times and 
suff ered hardships under slavery. Forced to submit to the will of her third 
master, John Dumont, Isabella married an older slave named Thomas. 
They had fi ve children together and stayed on the Dumont farm until a 
few months before the State of New York ended slavery. 

After gaining her freedom with the New York Emancipation Act of 1827, 
she worked as a servant in New York City and became active as an evangelist. She claimed that she 
conversed with God, and in 1843 she changed her name to Sojourner Truth and traveled as a speaker 
on the topics of the abolitionist cause and women’s rights. 

With her deep voice and simple message of God’s mystical love, Truth was an eff ective preacher despite 
her illiteracy. She rivaled in eloquence the famed Frederick Douglass, with whom she frequently shared 
the platform. She achieved national fame, and President Abraham Lincoln received her in the White 
House in 1864. 

Text sources: Merriam-Webster, Inc., lkwdpl.org/wihohio.trut-soj.htm 

Photo source: The National Women’s Hall of Fame 
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Harriet Tubman
(c.1820-1913)

Born a slave on a plantation in Maryland, Harriet Tubman fl ed in 1849 
after hearing rumors that she was about to be sold. She married John 
Tubman at age 24, and told him that she wanted to escape to the North. 
He told her that he would not let her leave, but Harriet did escape, 
leaving behind her husband, her parents and her sisters. After her own 
escape, she assisted about 300 fugitive slaves over the next decade along 
the “Underground Railroad” to Canada. 

She became the railroad’s most famous conductor, and was known as the 
“Moses of her people.” She settled on a farm in Auburn in about 1858, 
and served in the Union forces as a spy, nurse and laundress during the 

Civil War. After the war, she began caring for orphans and old people at her Auburn farm, forming the 
Harriet Tubman Home for Indigent Aged Negroes. Harriet died in her home in 1913, at the age of 93. 

Today, the Harriet Tubman Center (HTC) continues the kind of work she had begun many years ago. The 
Center provides a safe passage from violence for women and children, and helps them achieve their 
own freedom, just as Harriet helped so many people achieve freedom. 

Text sources: Merriam-Webster, Inc.; www.harriettubman.org/aboutharriet.htm 

Photo source:  Wikimedia Commons
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