LACROSSE

HORSEHEADS BOYS
FALL TO ITHACA

PLEASE SEE B1

ot
Wednesday, April 24, 2013

SYRACUSE

ACGCUSERS WANT SLANDER
CASE RE-OPENED

PLEASE SEE B1

www.the-leader.com

WEATHER

Rain in the afternoon
and early evening. Iso-
lated thunderstorms.
Complete forecast, A8.

GOOD NEWS

Students and staff at
Horseheads Christian
School picked up trash
at Teal Park and Veteran
Memorial Park. A2

NEW BUSINESS
-

Trinity Therapeutics
opens at Hands On Chi-
ropractic on Bridge
Street. A3
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Thursday in wknd.

Artists will open their
studios to visitors in
the first-ever Steuben
County arts trail.
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FORMER BOSSES TESTIFY:

Trappler: | have ‘good’ alibi

By John Zick
jzick@the-leader.com

WATKINS GLEN | The
Addison woman on trial
for allegedly plotting the
murder of her ex-boyfriend
to keep the man from see-
ing their infant daughter
was distraught in the days
preceding the killing and
later said she had a “good”
alibi, her former bosses

testified
Tuesday.
Al-

ice  Trap-

pler, 40,

is charged
Trappler with  mur-

der and

burglary for allegedly en-
listing her ex-husband
to kill 30-year-old Dan-
iel Bennett, with whom
she had a young child.

The prosecution contends
Trappler planned the kill-
ing to keep Bennett out of
their daughter’s life.

On Tuesday, two of Trap-
pler’s former bosses at
Doug Gross Construc-
tion testified about their
interactions with Trap-
pler around the time of the
killing.

Larry Knowles and his
wife, Janice Knowles, told

the jury that Trappler was
distraught in the days
leading up to Bennett’s
killing. The day after Ben-
nett died, he and Trappler
were due in Family Court
regarding the situation
with their daughter.
Trappler told Janice
Knowles that Bennett was
a “monster,” and she wor-
ried Bennett would do “ter-
rible things” to the child,

Janice Knowles testified.

The day after Bennett
was killed, Larry Knowles
told Trappler he hoped she
had a good alibi because
she was going to be a sus-
pect, he testified.

“She said, ‘T have a good
one,” Larry Knowles told
the jury.

In three days of

SEE TRAPPLER, A8

ADDISON BLAZE

A f|ref|ghter carries a burned mattress from a fire in a rear upstalrs apartment Tuesday on Addlson s
Main Street. DERRICK EK/THE LEADER

Fire strikes Main St. apartment

By Derrick Ek
ek@the-leader.com

ADDISON | A woman and her
two children escaped a fire that
damaged an upper-floor apart-
ment Tuesday afternoon on Addi-

son’s Main Street.

The occupants of the apart-
ment weren’t hurt, said Addison
Fire Chief Kendell Jordan. The

damage to a rear upstairs apart-
ment at 30 Main St.

“As far as I can tell, the fire was
contained to a bed, mattress and
part of a wall. There was smoke
and water damage,” Jordan said.
“The guys put a good stop on it,
and it’s a good thing they did,
because it could have spread to
some of the other upstairs apart-
Theres no fire walls

ments.

fire, which was called in shortly
before 4 p.m., caused moderate

SEE FIRE, A8

Tuesday’s fire was quickly con-
tained and caused moderate
damage. The family escaped un-
harmed. DERRICK EK/THE LEADER

ELMIRA'S SOUTHSIDE

Police raid alleged meth lab;

By Jeffery Smith
jsmith@the-leader.com

ELMIRA | A man is fac-
ing a felony drug charge
after police raided an al-
leged meth lab Tuesday
at an apartment house on
Elmira’s Southside.

Michael L. Harris was
charged with second-de-
gree criminal possession
of a controlled substance,
a Class A-II felony.

LUNCH ~ DINNER

Traditional

Hibachi * Sushi Bar

607-739-8828

830 County Route 64
Elmira, NY

Consumer Square Plaza, Next to Verizon Wireless

Elmi-
ra  police
say they re-
sponded
to a report
of a distur-
bance at
the house,
located at 200 Harmon
St., at approximately 8
a.m.

They suspected a meth
lab and called in the
New York State Police’s

Harris

Inside

O'Mara’s meth lab bill
passes Senate.
Page A8

Contaminated Crime
Scene Emergency Re-
sponse Team to assist af-
ter a search warrant was
obtained.

The home was blocked
off throughout the day as

Japanese Restaurant

man charged

police wearing hazardous
material suits with breath-
ing apparatus removed
what appeared to be items
used in manufacturing
meth.

The home is located
about a block and a half
away from Parley Coburn
Elementary School.

Lisa Boynton, a neigh-
bor, said the area has

SEE METH LAB, A8
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DEVELOPMENT

Soccer
complex
eyed In
Big Flats

By Derrick Ek
ek@the-leader.com

BIG FLATS | A new soc-
cer complex may soon be
built in Big Flats.

The Elmira-based Soar-
ing Capital Soccer Club
is planning to build a
114,000-square-foot build-
ing off Sing Sing Road that
would feature a turf indoor
soccer field, along with at-
tached locker rooms, rest-
rooms and offices, said Tim
Gilbert, code enforcement
officer for the Town of Big
Flats.

The facility would also in-
clude several outdoor soccer
fields for daytime use only,
Gilbert said.

The project has been ap-
proved by the Big Flats
Planning Board and just
needs a building permit,
which Gilbert said he ex-
pects to issue soon.

The soccer facility will be
located off Sing Sing Road,
about a mile west of the El-
mira-Corning Regional
Airport. It will be built on
land formerly used for rid-
ing horses. The site is be-
hind the new Wings of Ea-
gles Discovery Center, which
took over a former horse
stable and riding arena.

Gilbert said he wasn’t sure
when construction work
would start.

Efforts to reach represen-
tatives of Soaring Capital
Soccer Club were unsuccess-
ful Tuesday. The club fields
boys and girls travel teams
ranging from the under-10
to under-19 age groups.

Gilbert said the new fa-
cility would allow the club’s
teams to host games and
tournaments, and give the
teams a place to practice
year-round.

Young athletes and par-
ents who visit the area for
games and tournaments
would presumably spend
money at local hotels and
restaurants.

with purchase
of 2 Adult

With this coupon. Dine-in only.

Cannot be used with any other offer.

Minimum $40 purchase.

$1 o.oo Hibachi Dinners E

Limit 2 coupons per party. Expires 4/30/13
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STATE LEGISLATURE

O’Mara’s meth lab
bill passes Senate

By Derrick Ek
ek@the-leader.com

ALBANY | On the same
day authorities raided a
suspected meth lab in El-
mira, a bill sponsored by
Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-Big
Flats, to increase penal-
ties for manufacturing
meth was passed by the
state Senate.

The legislation would
increase criminal pen-
alties for manufacturing
meth as well as for possess-
ing the materials used in
cooking meth, implement-
ing a series of increasingly
severe felony offenses.

The bill includes a provi-
sion making it a Class A-1
felony — punishable by a
maximum sentence of life
in prison — for criminals
convicted of operating a
meth lab for the second
time in five years or in the
presence of a child under
the age of 16. That’s cur-
rently a Class B felony that
carries a maximum prison
sentence of 25 years.

Also, the punishment
for the possession of meth
manufacturing material in
the first degree would in-
crease from a Class E to
a Class D felony, punish-
able by up to seven years in
prison.

Meth lab penalties need
to be increased because the
toxic, flammable materials

involved in cooking the
drug pose a threat to pub-
lic safety, especially in resi-
dential areas, O'Mara said.

“We need to send a
strong message that we're
not going to tolerate the
operation of meth labs.
Meth labs pose unaccept-
able risks to our neighbor-
hoods, threaten the safety
of police officers and first
responders, and burden lo-
cal systems of health care,
criminal justice and social
services,” O'Mara said in a
statement Tuesday. “Our
laws need to keep pace
with the goal of putting
meth manufacturers out
of business in New York
State. The only byprod-
ucts of meth are addiction,
tragedy and violence.”

O’Mara’s bill now goes to
the state Assembly to await
action there.

A related piece of leg-
islation, also introduced
by O'Mara in early April,
would increase the crimi-
nal penalties for the pos-
session and/or sale of meth
to bring the penalties more
in line with the penalties
for possessing and/or sell-
ing cocaine and heroin.

That legislation is cur-
rently in the Senate’s
Codes Committee. A twin
bill, co-sponsored by As-
semblyman Phil Palmesa-
no, has been introduced
in the Assembly.
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Hackers compromise
AP Twitter account

The Associated Press

NEW YORK | Hackers
compromised Twitter ac-
counts of The Associated
Press on Tuesday, sending
out a false tweet about an
attack at the White House.

The false tweet said
there had been two explo-
sions at the White House
and that President Barack
Obama was injured. The
attack on AP’s Twitter ac-
count and the AP Mo-
bile Twitter account was
preceded by phishing at-
tempts on AP’s corporate

network.

The AP confirmed that
its Twitter account had
been suspended follow-
ing a hack and said it was
working to correct the is-
sue. The fake tweet went
out shortly after 1 p.m.
and briefly sent the Dow
Jones Industrial Average
sharply lower. The Dow
fell about 143 points, from
14,697 to 14,554, after the
fake Twitter posting, and
then quickly recovered.

A Securities and Ex-
change Commission
spokeswoman  declined

comment on the incident.

AP spokesman Paul
Colford said the news co-
operative is working with
Twitter to investigate the
issue. The AP has dis-
abled its other Twitter ac-
counts following the at-
tack, Colford added.

White House spokes-
man Jay Carney said the
President is fine. “I was
just with him,” Carney said
at a news briefing,

A representative for
Twitter did not immedi-
ately return messages for
comment.

BUSINESS BRIEF
NEW YORK

ROSWELL, N.M.

Lawyer:
Slaughterhouse
cleared

About 5 miles from this
southeastern New Mexico
town’s famed UFO muse-
um, tucked between dairy
farms, is a nondescript
metal building that could

be home to any number of
small agricultural business-
es. But Valley Meat Co. is
no longer just another agri-
cultural business. It's a for-
mer cattle slaughterhouse
whose Kill floor has been re-
designed for horses to be
led in one at a time, secured
in a huge metal chute, shot
in the head, then processed
into meat for shipment
overseas. It's also ground
zero for an emotional, na-
tional debate over areturn

to domestic horse slaugh-
ter that has divided horse
rescue and animal humane
groups, ranchers, politi-
cians and Indian tribes. And
Tuesday, it moved one step
closer to becoming the first
plant in the country in more
than six years to slaughter
horses, with a successful in-
spection by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

—The Associated Press

)

Authorities run tests on substances they removed from a house on the corner of

Harmon and Hudson Streets in EImira Tuesday afternoon. PHOTOS BY ERIC WENSEL/THE

LEADER

METH LAB
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changed a lot since her
and her family moved into
their home about 15 years

ago.
“Its a different place,
Boynton said. “Now, I

won't even walk around
at night in this neighbor-
hood. It's dangerous. In
the last five years it has re-
ally gone downhill a lot.”

.,V_ == _.-") :H:-_- s - - =— .:—‘
Authorities cordoned off a house on the corner of

Harmon Street and Hudson Street in EImira Tuesday.
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wanted for Vendor Tables at our:

Back in Business Seminar

Friday, April 26th ¢ 6-10pm

at the Radisson, Denison Parkway, Corning
Tickets Available: Info Center, 1 W. Market St. (962-8997)& Brown Cigar Store.

Guest Lecturers to speak on our local economy

The host will provide documented information on
80+ units in Lawrenceville; PA and 100+ acres adjoining CWE on Goff Rd.
and 200 + acres off LattaBrook Road.

$25.00 Admisson - $5 of each ticket will be donated to the Wounded Warriors Project.
Courtesy Tables for State, Corning Police, Painted Post Police & Steuben County Sherriff's Office.

HOSTED BY: BEN JOLLEY & ASSOCIATES.

Walk-In Care Locations
Horseheads

Monday — Thursday, 10 am.— 8 pm.
Friday — Sunday, @ am.— 6 pm.
Erwin

Friday — Sunday, 9 am.— 6 pm.
arnothealth.org/walk-in-care

COME

eed care now!

Walk-In Care is ready for you.

Walk in or schedule an appointment in advance at 607-737-4499.
Convenient hours, easy access, and quality healthcare you can trust
from Arnot Health.
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testimony, about a half-
dozen witnesses have tes-
tified that Trappler told
them she hoped Bennett
would never be involved
in their child’s life. Bennett
never met his daughter, ac-
cording to testimony.

Former Steuben County
Chief Deputy Noel Terwil-
liger testified Monday that
Trappler told him she was
willing to do “anything” to
keep Bennett out of their
daughters life.

Defense attorney Susan
BetzJitomir admits Trap-
pler did not want Ben-
nett to have anything to
do with their child, but she
says Trappler’s contingen-
cy plan was to flee the state
with the child, not have
Bennett killed.

The prosecution says
Trappler had her late ex-
husband, 32-year-old
Thomas Borden of Corn-
ing, kill Bennett. Bennett
was killed by a shotgun
blast to the head April 19,
2012, at his home on Pearl
Street in the Town of Dix.

Borden was not brought
to trial because he commit-
ted suicide four days after
the killing. He jumped in
front of a moving train as
police attempted to appre-
hend him.

BetzJitomir says Borden
was “probably” the killer,
but District Attorney Joe
Fazzary must still prove
the facts of the crime.

On Tuesday, Fazzary in-
troduced evidence that
Borden purchased the
same type of ammunition
used to kill Bennett about
four hours before the ho-
micide at Wal-Mart in
Erwin.

He also showed the ju-
ry photos of Borden pur-
chasing a shovel from the
same store about an hour
after Bennett’s death - the
murder weapon was bur-
ied in Pinnacle State Park
in Addison.

Other photos showed
Borden and his stepbroth-
er, 25-year-old Nathan
Hand of Corning, inside a
Dandy Mini Mart near the
scene about an hour before
the crime.

Bordens father, also
Thomas Borden, positive-
ly identified Borden and
Hand as the men in the
photos.

Hand, who led po-
lice to the murder weap-
on, has already pleaded
guilty to his role in Ben-
nett’s death. He told police
he helped Borden commit
the crime but was not the
triggerman.

Hand will testify against
Trappler in exchange for a
19-year prison sentence.

The trial will resume
this morning in Schuyler
County Court.

FIRE

From Page Al

between them.”

The front of the building
at 30 Main St. is a vacant
store. The apartment is in
the rear of the building,
overlooking a back lot be-
hind Main Street and fac-
ing the Canisteo River.

The fire scene shut down
Main Street for several
hours, causing traffic to be
detoured.

Jordan said he was still
gathering information and
didn’t know who lived in
the apartment. The cause
of the blaze was under in-
vestigation, he said.

The Addison Fire De-
partment was assisted at
the scene by the Tuscaro-
ra, Woodhull and Forest
View-Gang Mills volunteer
departments, along with
the Addison Police Depart-
ment and New York State
Police.

Get all your news
and sports at
the-leader.com




