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OPINION

ANOTHER VIEW

N ine young men 
and women 
whose parents 

brought them to the Unit-
ed States as children with-
out proper documenta-
tion were arrested last 
month after staging a 
bold protest. By traveling 
to Mexico and then try-
ing to legally re-enter the 
United States, they hoped 
to highlight the plight of 
an estimated 1.7 million 
young immigrants who 
also came to the U.S. as 
children - and to press for 
passage of the Dream Act, 
which would off er them 
a conditional pathway to 
citizenship.

The nine protesters 
took a huge risk. They 
might not have been al-
lowed back into the 

United States; as it was, 
they were held for the bet-
ter part of a week in an 
Arizona detention center 
while the government fi g-
ured out what to do with 
them. 

But Tuesday, federal of-
fi cials agreed to allow 
their cases to go before an 
immigration judge, who 
will decide whether they 
should be granted asylum.

Surely, deporting them 
will serve no purpose. 
They, like other so-called 
Dreamers, merely want 
to make a life in the only 
country they have known 
as home. The Congressio-
nal Budget Offi  ce has es-
timated that if all 1.7 mil-
lion were permitted to 
participate in the U.S. 
economy, it would result 

in revenue of more than 
$2 billion annually, main-
ly from income and cor-
porate taxes paid by the 
newly legalized workers.

Whether or not the nine 
win their bid for asylum, 
it won’t resolve the pre-
dicament of the rest, who 
remain in limbo because 
the Republican-led House 
has repeatedly blocked 
the Dream Act, which 
holds out the hope of citi-
zenship for young immi-
grants who graduate from 
high school and go on to 
college or the military. 

The House recent-
ly upped the stakes by 
threatening to de-fund 
the Obama administra-
tion’s order that grants 
young immigrants a tem-
porary reprieve from 

deportation.
Now the House is once 

again stalling, claiming 
that a piecemeal approach 
to immigration reform is 
the best way to fi x the na-
tion’s dysfunctional im-
migration system while 
at the same time cynically 
refusing to allow any leg-
islation to come to a vote 
on the fl oor.

Preventing these young 
people from gaining legal 
status won’t help deter il-
legal immigration. All it 
will do is punish them for 
the deeds of their parents.

There are plenty of 
moral and economic rea-
sons for Republicans to 
support the Dream Act, 
if they could briefl y put 
partisanship and ideolo-
gy aside.
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The future of young immigrants

■ Letters should be typed 
or neatly printed. 
■ Letters must be signed 
and include an address 
and phone number. 

■ Letters may be edited 
for space considerations.
■ The publication of any 
letter is at the discretion 
of the editor. 

■ All letters become the 
property of The Leader 
and cannot be returned to 
sender.

LETTERS POLICY

34 W. Pulteney St., Corning, NY 14830
www.the-leader.com

Stella DuPree.................................................................................................Editor
Derrick Ek ..................................................................................... Assistant Editor

The LEADER

Mail: LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR, THE LEADER
PO BOX 1017
CORNING, NY 14830
Fax: 607-936-9939
Email: sdupree@
the-leader.com

L ike almost ev-
ery other woman I 
know, many of the 

lessons I’ve had to unlearn 
in life I fi rst learned in 
kindergarten.

For example, I’ve had to 
break the habit of having 
cookies and a nap at 3 in 
the afternoon.

That’s because as an 
adult I developed this fe-
tish about wanting to hold 
a steady job and not take 
up so much physical space 
I need to be hauled around 
by a winch.

Lying down every day 
after a heavy sugar and 
carb intake can undermine 
a girl’s ambitions as well as 
her ability to enter a room 
without turning sideways 
and breathing in.

After a certain age, I also 
had to learn to stop auto-
matically holding the hand 
of the person walking next 
to me.

I discovered in my mid- 
to late 20s (I’m a slow 
learner) that the unoccu-
pied hand belonging my 
“buddy” (or boyfriend, or 
fi rst husband) was often 
furtively engaged in hold-
ing a miniature bottle of 
cinnamon schnapps, the 
keys to a vehicle he didn’t 
own or the hand of anoth-
er wide-eyed girl. (Some-
times all three. Remem-
ber: slow learner.)

One of the biggest rev-
elations came when I re-
alized that I did not have 
to share everything. That 
was fascinating. To be-
lieve I could be a good 
girl and yet insist that 
some stuff belonged on-
ly to me? It was hard 
to convince myself that 
somebody else wanting 
a piece of what I’ve got 
(a piece of pie, a piece of 
the action, a piece of my 
heart, whatever) was not 
a reason to fork it over. 
I was in my 40s when 
I learned that even if 
somebody asks nicely, it 
is OK to say no.

Over the years, I’ve al-
so had to learn that life 
is not a game of tag (no-
where is “safe”) and that 
in most workplaces, time-
outs are not the penalty 
for behaving badly.

I also discovered, along 
with the rest of Ameri-
ca, that although in poli-
tics, professional sports 
and Hollywood there are 
no penalties for behaving 
badly, if you’re working 
retail or for a corpora-
tion, you’ll be fired before 
you can say, “I’m sorry.”

Lately, though, I’ve re-
alized that I’ve clung to 
the schematics behind 
the game of “Duck, Duck, 
Goose” as a guiding force 
for far too long.

In women’s lives es-
pecially (and since I’m 
talking about the pre-K 

demographic I’ll call us 
“girls” without fear of ap-
pearing patronizing), all 
sorts of lessons have en-
couraged us to sit polite-
ly and wait to be cho-
sen. Remember the game 
“Duck, Duck, Goose,” 
where you sat in a cir-
cle facing the center and 
waited to be recognized 
as the “goose,” whereup-
on you were tapped and 
permitted to run around 
making choices yourself?

And how many fairy 
tales taught us essen-
tially the same lesson? 
“Duck, Duck, Cinderel-
la!” “Duck, Duck, Snow 
White!” Or classic books? 
“Duck, Duck, Jane Eyre!” 
“Duck, Duck, Anna Kar-
enina!” Or popular mov-
ies? “Duck, Duck, Julia 
Roberts playing a hooker 
in ‘Pretty Woman’!”

(Only in the case of the 
Julia Roberts’ film, of 
course, could the words 
“duck” and “goose” also 
be used as verbs. I’m just 
saying.)

Great lesson, right? Not 
about the verbs: about a 
game where ritual pas-
sivity is preparation for 
random selection. Where 
the goal is to be distin-
guished as exceptional, 
not presumably because 
you possess any duck-
like attributes (God for-
bid), but because you’re 
not paying attention and 
might be a slow runner.

Boys are rewarded for 
playing games where they 
line up by height and 
then run into walls. Per-
haps I’m making that up 
- or perhaps you should 
do a computer search for 
“Guy Runs into Wall for 
Fun.”

If you do, you’ll no-
tice that the recent num-
ber of visits to that site 
is about 3.5 million. The 
official YouTube site for 
the London Olympics, 
in contrast? Fewer than 
a million views. And the 
YouTube site for the Na-
tional Women’s Histo-
ry Museum’s video ti-
tled “Three Generations 
Fighting for the Vote”? 56 
views, total.

Men and women alike 
have to examine the les-
sons we teach - even for 
fun - and rewrite the 
rules of the games we 
play.

Nobody wants to go 
through life as the guy 
who slams into walls. 
And nobody wants to 
spend her life as a sitting 
duck.

Gina Barreca is an Eng-
lish professor at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, a 
feminist scholar who has 
written eight books, and 
a columnist for the Hart-
ford Courant.
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Unlearning 
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I n recently announc-
ing a long-term call 
to arms to right the 

fi scal ship in Chemung 
County – which, like so 
many counties locally and 
statewide, faces deep-
rooted challenges – Coun-
ty Executive Tom Santul-
li said, “We’re really in a 
full-blown crisis situation. 
We’re in the perfect storm 
right now. We’ve got de-
clining sales tax. We’ve got 
declining room tax. Un-
employment is an unac-
ceptable number. We have 
to, as a community, come 
together and take this 
problem head-on. It’s not 
going to go away. It’s not 
going to get better with us 
just holding our breath. 
It’s going to take a rede-
sign of local government.”

And, he might well have 
added, it’s going to take 
something better from 
state government too.

I’m not going to recount 
the details of what’s facing 
Chemung -- or Steuben, 
Schuyler, Tompkins or 
Yates counties across my 
own legislative district for 
that matter. Troubles are 
not going to go away with-
out, from the state per-
spective, a redoubling and 
refocusing of eff orts to:

■ Create and protect up-
state jobs. A comprehen-
sive Senate plan I co-spon-
sor, “Blueprint for Jobs,” 
focuses on actions we 

could take to rebuild the 
upstate economy and re-
energize the manufactur-
ing sector. 

This overall eff ort must 
now include, I believe, a 
central consideration by 
the Cuomo administra-
tion, as it looks to con-
solidate state programs 
and services, of the im-
pact of its decisions on lo-
cal economies. Recently 
announced plans to elim-
inate inpatient services 
at the Elmira Psychiatric 
Center and shut down the 
Monterey Shock Incarcer-
ation Correctional Facili-
ty pose signifi cant conse-
quences for our regional 
economy and they deserve 
to be a top consideration 
in any decisions like these 
coming out of Albany.

 If the moves go forward, 
what’s the plan to off set 
the economic hit we’re go-
ing to take, one that we 
can ill aff ord?

■ Mandate relief. We 
simply have to get local 
governments out from un-
der the weight of unfund-
ed state mandates. 

Gov. Cuomo’s promise in 
2011, when the state fi rst 
enacted its 2 percent prop-
erty tax cap, was that it 
would be followed by sig-
nifi cant relief for local gov-
ernments from unfund-
ed state mandates. That 
hasn’t happened. It has to. 

I’ll also keep sponsoring 
or co-sponsoring measures 
targeting Medicaid costs, 
the single-largest man-
dated burden on counties 
and local property taxpay-
ers. It’s a sad commentary 
to keep reading story after 
story that Medicaid fraud 
still costs taxpayers mil-
lions upon millions of dol-
lars. We continue to have 
a mismanaged Medicaid 
system.

Other reports through-
out the past year contin-
ued to show that despite 
years of legislative eff orts 
to root out abuse, fraud 
and waste in New York’s 
Medicaid system – eff orts 
that included the creation 
of the Offi  ce of Medic-
aid Inspector General it-
self seven years ago – not 
enough is being done.

I’ll continue to co-spon-
sor legislation to initi-
ate a full state takeover of 
Medicaid. Imagine what 
that would mean to the 
long-term plans in Che-
mung County and coun-
ties statewide? It would 
make a world of diff erence 
for local governments and 

property taxpayers. It’s the 
single move that would re-
make the state-local part-
nership, to say nothing of 
the message it would send 
that New York State is tru-
ly serious about long-term, 
meaningful economic and 
fi scal reform and responsi-
bility, and common sense 
and security.

So mandate relief ’s an 
issue – and a promise – 
that can’t be ignored.

Government at every 
level, including local gov-
ernment, is forced to rec-
ognize that overburdened 
taxpayers demand effi  -
ciency and cost eff ective-
ness. At the same time in 
New York State, there’s 
an undeniable case to 
be made that the abili-
ty of local governments 
and school districts to 
undertake restructur-
ing initiatives have run 
into a currently immov-
able roadblock of state 
mandates

County Executive San-
tulli’s right: It’s going to 
take newfound teamwork 
– state, local and feder-
al teamwork – to fi nd our 
way out of this struggle.

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New 
York’s 58th Senate Dis-
trict, which includes Steu-
ben, Chemung, Schuyler 
and Yates counties, and 
part of Tompkins County.
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