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READER VIEW | PASTOR EDWARD G.

RICE

Bible-believers
know the truth

n his June 26 letter in
I your paper, Gary A.

MecCaslin worded well
the necessity of stomping
out all the conservative Bi-
ble-believing fundamen-
tal churches that remain
opposed to the LGBT
agenda.

The LGBT communi-
ty will not be at liberty
to practice and promote
their complete agen-
da while these Bible-be-
lieving Christians have
the freedom to practice
their faith and preach it
on our streets. What they
call the “Word of God” is
even older than McCaslin
intimates.

The Roman emperor
had nothing to do with it,
nor did the Roman reli-
gion that he formed in the
4th century. The conserva-
tive Bible-believing Chris-
tians, which McCaslin
wants to silence, actual-
ly believe that those 66 ar-
chaic books written down
by 40 different men over a
period of 1,592 years, are
the infallible words of Je-
hovah God. They believe
that 27 of those books,
written over 1,900 years
ago, which they call the
New Testament, were
penned and authenticated

by 12 ordained apostles
of the Lord Jesus Christ
himself.

They further allege
that those 27 antiquat-
ed books authenticate the
39 older books that they
call the Old Testament.
As to how one would si-
lence this vocal few so
that the LGBT communi-
ty can have universal ac-
ceptance, with nobody
calling them “sinners,”
not calling “sodomy” an
abomination of God, I
suggest you first go to
the history books. They
have already been cruci-
fied, boiled in oil, thrown
to the lions, tortured,
beaten, burned alive with
their Bibles, imprisoned
and banished. They don’t
even believe in evolution,
for crying out loud.

I contend, therefore,
that it is Gary McCaslin
who needs to hear the
truth, not the Bible-be-
lieving Christians. They
are indeed founded on
the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Truth, the Word, accord-
ing to God’s Holy infalli-
ble Word.

Baptist Pastor Edward G.
Rice is a Steuben County
resident.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Don’t make Him change his mind

TO THE EDITOR |
While I was having my
morning devotions, I ran
across a Biblical reference.
All T could say was, “Oh
my’.

This particular scripture
is found in the book of Jer-
emiah, chapter 18, verses
8-10 via the Living Bible
paraphrase. It states:

“Whenever I (God) an-
nounce a certain nation
or kingdom is about to be
taken up and destroyed,
then if that nation re-
nounces its evil ways, I will
not destroy it as planned.

“And if T announce that I
will make a certain nation
strong and great, but then
that nation changes its
mind and turns to evil and
refuses to obey Me, then I
too will change my mind
and not bless that nation,

as I said I would.”

Hope for that second
nation mentioned is also
found in the Bible. It’s in
Chronicles 7:14: via KJV.

“If my people (Chris-
tians), which are called
by My name, shall hum-
ble themselves, and pray
and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked
ways; then I will hear from
Heaven, and forgive their
sins and will heal their
hand”

To prevent God from
changing His mind, as
mentioned in the sec-
ond nation, it behooves
Christians to give seri-
ous thoughts to all of the
above, and follow the II
Chronicles references.

Elouise Hults,
Beaver Dams
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POLITICS | SEN. TOM O'MARA

Clear-eyed path to prevention

n a local newspa-
I per column earlier

this year, city of Hor-
nell Police Chief Ted Mur-
ray expressed his concern
over the availability of
heroin in the city and how
it destroys young lives. In
part, he wrote, “For those
who purchase hard street
drugs, know that it is not
just your own health you
are placing in peril. The
money you spent is fuel-
ing a criminal enterprise
whose very existence de-
pends on enslaving oth-
ers (even your children)
to a life of hardcore drug
usage.”

More recently, it’s been
reported that Ithaca city
police are seeing a spike in
heroin-related arrests. The
story included a comment
from the treatment direc-
tor at Cayuga Addiction
Recovery Services that the
number of clients point-
ing to heroin as their drug
of choice rose three-fold in
the last five years.

In other words, across
the legislative district I rep-
resent, from Hornell in the
west to Ithaca in the east,
law enforcement has put
heroin on the short list of
ever-growing drug con-
cerns and challenges. Sev-
eral times over the past
year I've written, with ever-
increasing concern, about
the spread of meth-related
criminal activity through-
out the Southern Tier and
Finger Lakes regions. Add
heroin to the near weekly
reports of another meth-re-
lated arrest or lab discovery
somewhere in the region,
and it’s a potent, powerful
threat to public health and

these drug-related alarms,
including:

« It’s long been a com-
mon rule of thumb among
law enforcement officers
and drug treatment pro-
fessionals that an eco-
nomic downturn is worri-
some - that as the economy
slumps and financial pres-
sures mount, drug abuse
increases.

* As states, including
New York, have moved to
clamp down on prescrip-
tion drug abuse, other sub-
stances, like heroin -- less
costly and widely available
- increasingly become a
drug of choice.

It’s a vicious cycle. The
illicit use of prescription
medicines has become one
of the nation’s fastest-grow-
ing drug problems. Accord-
ing to the federal Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), near-
ly 15,000 people die ev-
ery year of overdoses due
to prescription painkill-
ers. The problem is a acute
among young adults and
teens.

Last year the State Leg-
islature and Governor
Andrew Cuomo enact-
ed a landmark law called
the “Internet System for
Tracking Over-Prescrib-
ing Act,” commonly known
as I-STOP, which puts
New York at the forefront
of addressing the chal-
lenge. I strongly support-
ed I-STOP’s enactment. In
2010, over 22 million pre-
scriptions for painkilling
drugs were written in New
York State - not includ-
ing refills. That’s a stun-
ning figure in a state where
the entire population is less
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prescription drugs, and law
enforcement increasingly
report that people arrested
for heroin were often first
hooked on painkillers.

In response, the Ithaca
Police Department is now
offering a new narcotics tip
line for the public to report
narcotics-related activi-
ty: 607-330-0000. Mur-
ray set up an email address
(Tip@cityofhornell.com)
“for anyone in the Hor-
nell community who wish-
es to report any perceived
illegal drug activities ... If
you or a family member is
caught up in an addiction,
get help!” Same goes for re-
gional sheriffs and other
police agencies that contin-
ually encourage the public
to report suspicious activity
in their communities and
neighborhoods.

The first and, in so ma-
ny ways, most important
line of defense against il-
licit drug use and drug traf-
ficking is public awareness,
cooperation and educa-
tion. On this front, region-
al law enforcement contin-
ues to perform outstanding
service.

The State Senate this
year approved anti-meth
measures I sponsored
or co-sponsored. But we
need to convince the As-
sembly leadership, which
for so long has stood as an

associated with any illegal
drug cannot ever be taken
lightly or dismissed out of
hand. Too often the abuse
of one drug leads to the
abuse of another, more ad-
dictive, dangerous and de-
structive substance. So the
word needs to keep going
out to:

m Our young people
about the dangers of sub-
stance abuse, in all its
forms.

m To those caught in the
terrible spiral of addiction
and abuse, that there are
ways out and treatment is
available.

m To those whose pur-
pose in life is to peddle
drugs and profit from it,
that were not going to tol-
erate it. Murray expressed
it well when he wrote,
“Our police department is
blessed with talented of-
ficers who will aggres-
sively continue to pur-
sue those who possess or
sell any dangerous illegal
drugs. We recognize, how-
ever, that the best enforce-
ment efforts come through
community support and
cooperation... For those
who bring heroin and oth-
er hardcore drugs into our
community, know full well,
we will seek you out, we
will arrest you and you will
be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law””

We need to stay focused
on this three-pronged re-
sponse: Awareness. Educa-
tion. Enforcement.

It’s a clear-eyed path to-
ward prevention.

State Sen. Tom O'Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New
York’s 58th Senate District,

safety. than 20 million. immovable roadblock on which includes Steuben,

Any number of fac- But the cycle of drug too many efforts to enact Chemung, Schuyler and
tors are at work and pro- abuse and addiction is so tougher laws, to act. The Yates counties, and part of
ducing a perfect storm of ~ hard to combat. Confront ~ dangers and downsides Tompkins County.
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Contact your
representatives

Big Flats
105 E. Steuben St.,
Bath, N.Y. 14810

Fax: (607) 776-5185

Assemblyman

Phil Palmesano,
R-Corning

105 E. Steuben St.,
Bath, N.Y. 14810
Phone: 607-776-9691
Fax: (607) 776-5185

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-

Phone: (607) 776-3201

Assemblyman
Chris Friend,
R-Big Flats
476 Maple St.
P.O. Box 441

Big Flats, N.Y. 14814

(607) 562-3602

Richard Negri

Corning City Mayor
1 Nasser Civic Center Plaza

384 Watauga Ave. Ext.

(607) 936-3177
Lee Welles

Second ward councilman

(607) 962-034.0, Ext. 115

corningmayor @stny.rr.com

Myron Crispino

First ward councilman

1 Nasser Civic Center Plaza Fifth ward councilman Ross Cavallaro
(607) 9627643 31 Earl St., Corning Eighth ward councilman
ward2 @leewelles.com (607) 962-7206 183 Dwight Ave.
fmuccini @stny.rr.com (607) 329-7104
Hilda Lando rcavallarojr @stny.rr.com
Third ward councilman Frank Coccho
14 E. Fifth St. Sixth ward councilman Other numbers
(607) 937-3826 14 Maple St., Corning Manager Mark Ryckman:
(607) 962-3637 962-0340, Ext. 112
Bill Boland fcoccho6thward @stny.rr.com Assessor’s office: 962-0340,

com

Fourth ward councilman

158 West 2nd Street

(607) 769-3467

4thwardcouncilman @gmail.

James Nelson
Seventh ward councilman

Frank Muccini

Ext. 126
Registrar’s office: 962-034.0,
Ext. 130

104 Pritchard Ave.
(607) 962-8945
Jnelson2 @stny.rr.com




