
By Larry Neumeister
The Associated Press

NEW YORK | At age 88, 
John Rigas could be a post-
er child for inmates who 
might seek early release 
from prison because of the 
hazards of advanced aging.

The former cable televi-
sion mogul, convicted of 
fraud after his company col-
lapsed into bankruptcy in 
2002, already has fought 
cancer and had triple-by-
pass heart surgery. But he 
and others like him had lit-
tle hope that an application 
for compassionate release 
would get a serious look be-
fore a recent report by the 
Department of Justice’s in-
spector general called the 

program for early release 
of some terminally ill in-
mates and others “poorly 
managed.”

The report has energized 
experts in the fi eld, attor-
neys and inmates in a pris-
on population that, like the 
rest of the United States, is 
expected to grow increas-
ingly gray in the next few 
decades.

Attorney Lawrence G. 
McMichael said Rigas and 
other inmates are consider-
ing whether to request com-
passionate release.

“He’s aware of it, and 
we’re thinking about it,” 
said McMichael, who repre-
sents Rigas in several legal 
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Compassionate release review buoys old US inmates
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CORNING | Work is ex-
pected to begin later this 
week to install new water 
lines in the Pinewood Acres 
water district in the Town of 
Corning.

Construction will start 
sometime after Wednesday 
with site preparation work 
at the bottom of South Road, 
with plans to work uphill as 
the project progresses.

The Pinewood Acres dis-
trict is located on Spencer 
Hill near Community Col-
lege College.

Town Supervisor Kim 
Feehan said the project is 
supposed to be completed 
by the end of October, with 
the bulk of the work fi nished 
by late September.

Residents in the district 
were notifi ed recently by 
mail that work would begin 
soon.

Feehan knows the con-
struction may create some 
inconvenience for district 
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Water 
project will 
resume 
this week

By Jeff ery Smith
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LINDLEY | Homeowners liv-
ing in a quite community near the 
former Lindley-Presho Elementa-
ry School are fi ghting the possi-
ble construction of a truck stop in 
their backyard. They say it would 
threaten their way of life.

Lindley Town Supervisor Ger-
ald L. Simcoe said Pyramid Bro-
kerage offi  cials talked to the Town 
Board in April about converting 

the former school and a nearby 
parcel into a truck stop.

The former school is located on 
Glendenning Creek Road, just off  
U.S. Highway 15. The business 
that is interesting in purchasing 
the site has not been named, vil-
lage offi  cials said.

About 60 residents recently at-
tended a Lindley Town Hall meet-
ing to tell councilmen the negative 
eff ects a truck stop would have on 
their neighborhood.

Concerns include an increase in 

crime, pollution, noise and prosti-
tution, and a decrease in property 
values.

LINDLEY

The former Lindley-Presho Elementary School is for sale, and nearby residents are fighting a proposal that 
would convert the site into a truck stop. JEFF SMITH/THE LEADER        

In this Nov. 19, 2009 file photo, Lynne Stewart, the dis-
barred lawyer convicted in a terrorism case, speaks to 
supporters before entering federal court in Manhattan 
to surrender, in New York. A report by the Justice De-
partment’s inspector general critical of the U.S. Bureau 
of Prisons for how it uses its compassionate release 
program to free inmates with terminal illnesses is giv-
ing fresh hope to some of the country’s oldest inmates, 
including Stewart. AP PHOTO/MARY ALTAFFER

“This neighborhood has 
been built for families ... 
We’re not going to feel 
safe letting kids out in 
that environment.”
Matt Smith, Presho resident

Homeowners, residents near possible construction site 
speak out against plans at Lindley Town Hall meeting

Residents blast 
truck-stop proposal

SEE PROPOSAL,  A8

SEE INMATES,  A8 SEE WATER PROJECT,  A8

By Chevel Johnson
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS —
Gunmen opened fi re on
dozens of people marching
in a neighborhood Moth-
er’s Day parade in New Or-
leans on Sunday, wounding
at least 17 people, police
said.

The FBI said that the
shootings appeared to
be “street violence” and
weren’t linked to terrorism.

Many of the victims were
grazed and most of the
wounds weren’t life-threat-
ening, police spokeswom-
an Remi Braden said in
an email. No deaths were
reported.

Police Superintendent
Ronal Serpas told report-
ers that a 10-year-old girl
was grazed in the shoot-
ing around 2 p.m. She was
in good condition. He said
three or four people were
in surgery, but he didn’t
have their conditions. 

Mary Beth Romig, a
spokeswoman for the FBI
in New Orleans, said fed-
eral investigators have no

MOTHER’S DAY 
PARADE SHOOTING

FBI: 
Shooting 
likely ‘street 
violence’

SEE SHOOTING, A8
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OPINION

I n response to Ms. Sul-
livan’s letter to the 
editor regarding the 

representatives and oath-
keepers at the pro-Second 
Amendment rally in Elmi-
ra on May 6th:

Unfortunately, as Gov. 
Cuomo and our state 
Legislature have proven 
through their recent legis-
lation, the NY SAFE Act, 
the Second Amendment is 
not “settled law.”   

Cuomo illegally em-
ployed a little-known leg-
islative privilege called 
Message of Necessity af-
forded to the governor in 
the event of a true emer-
gency or natural disas-
ter. Cuomo used this to 
push through anti-Second 
Amendment legislation 
literally in the darkness of 
night, allowing the state 
senators only 20 minutes 
to read and discuss this 
bill known to us as the NY 
SAFE Act before being 
forced to vote on it.

The Senate was never al-
lowed the New York con-
stitutionally required three 
days to read, discuss, de-
bate and present this bill 
to their constituents be-
fore voting on it.

One need only look at 
the voting records of the 
Republican senators, their 
districts and the availabil-
ity of federal Hurricane 
Sandy relief funds given to 
Cuomo to disperse as he 
saw fi t, to surmise that the 
fi x was in well before the 
bill came up for a vote in 
the middle of the night.

The Assembly also had 
less than the required 
three days to read and de-
bate the bill.

With the passage of the 
NY SAFE Act, there are 
now many fi rearms manu-
facturers’ brands and mod-
els of handguns and rifl es 
that are now illegal to pur-
chase or sell in New York 
state. This new unconsti-
tutional law also requires 
that any of these now 
banned handguns and ri-
fl es must be registered be-
fore early next year. These 
guns cannot legally be 
sold or transferred in New 
York.

This same law also 
makes many diff erent am-
munition magazines (clips) 
now illegal to purchase, 
own or sell.  

Guns that have maga-
zines that hold more than 
10 rounds of ammunition 
are also now illegal in New 
York.  Any person who 
owns what were once-legal 
magazines that hold more 
than 10 rounds must now 
destroy them or sell them 
out of state.

The NY SAFE Act now 
makes it illegal to have 
more than seven rounds of 
ammunition in a handgun, 
rifl e or shotgun.

This list of now-illegal ri-
fl es and handguns that can 
be sold in New York is too 
large to list in this column.

Ms. Sullivan, you state 
you have read the NY 
SAFE Act. If you read the 
entire NY SAFE Act bill, 
you have failed to com-
prehend and understand 
the many infringements 
it places on the Second 
Amendment rights of all 
New Yorkers.

Ms. Sullivan, the real 

tragedy of the NY SAFE 
Act is that it does noth-
ing to actually address the 
real problems: Too many 
youths and young adults 
being overly prescribed 
anti-depressant medica-
tions; extreme graphic vi-
olence in the entertain-
ment industry; combating 
real criminals or dealing 
with preventing murders; 
and many courts’ failures 
to fully prosecute criminals 
who commit crimes with 
guns. This bill completely 
ignores and fails to address 
any of these actual root-
cause problems.

The elected offi  cials in 
attendance at the recent 
pro-Second Amendment 
rally/NY SAFE Act dem-
onstration were public-
ly confi rming their oath of 
obeying the U.S. Constitu-
tion upon taking offi  ce and 
speaking out in support of 
the Second Amendment 
and the Bill of Rights.

As for your opinion of 
the oath-keepers, I am per-
plexed. What could possi-
bly be wrong with so ma-
ny current and ex-military 
members, current and 
ex-law enforcement of-
fi cers and other govern-
ment employees affi  rm-
ing their oath to the U.S. 
Constitution?

While this group does 
single out elected offi  cials 
who support and vote in 
favor of unconstitutional 
laws, I know many oath-
keepers and I have not met 
a single one who is not 
a law-abiding, Constitu-
tion-loving, proud mem-
ber of the great republic in 
which we live. To call this 
group a right-wing extrem-
ist group is in itself ... well 
.... extreme.  

I have witnessed on ma-
ny occasions many oath-
keeper members engag-
ing in peaceful, respectful 
and informative rallies and 
demonstrations. The Tea 
Party and Second Amend-
ment groups do not get the 
media coverage because 
they obey the laws and 
rules, pick up after them-
selves and are respectful to 
everyone, including all law 
enforcement agencies and 
offi  cers.

Ms. Sullivan, to see just 
how misguided and out 
of the mainstream your 
opinion is of the New York 
SAFE Act, one need only 
visit this site www.nysaf-
eresolutions.com and read 
about the many counties, 
towns, sheriff s, and other 
law enforcement organiza-
tions and other groups that 
have publicly introduced 
and passed resolutions in 
opposition of the NY SAFE 
Act.

Ms. Sullivan, as you 
openly stated that you “re-
spect the Second Amend-
ment as settled law,” I wel-
come you join us at some 
of our upcoming events in 
Albany or across the state. 
I am sure if you took the 
time to attend some of 
these events and meet and 
speak with many in atten-
dance you might have a 
slightly diff erent opinion 
of your fellow New Yorkers 
who support the Second 
Amendment.

Gary L. Perry is a Waverly 
resident.
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Letter on SAFE 
Act misguided

T he phrase “Life-
time movie” was ut-
tered over and over 

again during the 13 days I 
spent recently at the coun-
ty courthouse in Watkins 
Glen.

I can honestly say I’ve 
never seen a Lifetime mov-
ie, but I’m beginning to un-
derstand the appeal.

The story of Daniel Ben-
nett’s murder reads like a 
movie script. The facts of 
the case are just too unbe-
lievable to be true -- except 
they are.

By now, most readers 
know the story, but here’s 
the abridged version: Alice 
Trappler had her ex-hus-
band kill Bennett, who was 
her ex-boyfriend and the 
father of her baby daugh-
ter. Trappler, of Addison, 
hated Bennett, of Dix, and 
was willing to have him 
murdered to keep him 
away from their child, the 
jury in her trial decided. 
She was convicted of mur-
der and will likely get a 
25-to-life sentence.

The killer, Thomas Bor-
den of Corning, committed 
suicide by jumping in front 
of a train. Accomplice Na-
than Hand, Borden’s step-
brother, pleaded guilty and 
testifi ed against Trappler. 
He’ll serve 19 years.

In the end, the families 
of the victim and the kill-
er/accomplice bonded over 
their disdain for Trappler. 
They agreed she was the 
cause of their misery.

Those details alone make 
for a compelling story, but 
there are countless nuanc-
es that cement the dra-
ma as the most interesting 
I’ve ever covered. I’d need 
a book -- or, hey, a Lifetime 
movie -- to share them all.

At this point, though, the 
most important aspect of 
the story is that it isn’t over. 
And that it’s real life.

As a dad myself, I 
couldn’t help but think of 
the child in this case. Lily, 
Trappler and Bennett’s 
daughter, is growing up in 
the middle of an almost-
unfathomable situation 

that turned the lives of so 
many people upside down.

Family members say 
Bennett never met Lily, 
who was just 5 months old 
when her father was mur-
dered and her mother was 
hauled off  to jail to await 
trial. Even if Bennett had 
met Lily, there’s no way 
she’d remember it. And I’m 
not sure how many times 
Trappler has seen the girl 
since her arrest, if at all.

Certainly, though, Lily 
won’t have her parents to 
raise her.

Reporters were told 
Trappler’s mother was giv-
en custody of Lily, but Ben-
nett’s family has some visi-
tation rights. It’s not clear 
if Trappler’s conviction 
will change anything, but I 
know both families want to 
be involved.

I don’t know much 
about the free and surviv-
ing members of Lily’s fam-
ily, but from my brief ex-
periences with them, most 
seem like decent people. 
But will it be possible for 

the two sides to coexist giv-
en what’s transpired? I’d 
have a hard time believing 
there isn’t serious animosi-
ty between them.

What’s more is Lily will 
someday learn what hap-
pened to her parents. How 
and when depends, but the 
story won’t stay buried in 
the Internet age. It will be 
yet another challenge for 
the child and the family.

The obstacles facing in-
nocent Lily and her care-
givers will be many for 
years to come. Bennett’s 
family says they’ll love Lily 
forever, and I image Trap-
pler’s family feels the same 
way. Maybe that will be 
enough.

I’m sure most of us will 
never know how this movie 
ends. Here’s hoping the fi -
nal chapter of the story has 
a happy ending.

John Zick is a reporter for 
The Leader. Email him at 
jzick@the-leader.com. Fol-
low him on Twitter at @
TheLeaderZick.
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The aftermath of a ‘Lifetime movie’
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F or every time we can 
- and clearly should 
- tout economic suc-

cesses locally and state-
wide, it’s always a good bet 
to keep heeding the warn-
ing signs just as closely.

That’s common sense - 
along the lines of the old 
bit of wisdom passed along 
by your grandmother or 
grandfather to not count 
your chickens. It’s a fair 
question, in other words, to 
ask if we’ve truly hatched 
a new New York? Have we 
hatched, yet, a New York 
that’s “Open for Business”?

So we’re right to applaud 
Corning Incorporated’s 
long-hoped-for announce-
ment late last month that 
it will invest $250 million 
to expand its diesel plant in 
the town of Erwin and cre-
ate up to 250 good-paying 
local jobs. It’s worth cele-
brating when a local busi-
ness like Finger Lakes Dis-
tilling gets singled out for 
excellence like it did a few 
weeks ago upon being cho-
sen to showcase its out-
standing products at a 
prestigious New York City 
event. 

And the more recent Ya-
hoo Travel! reaffi  rmation 
of the Finger Lakes as a 
world-class vacation desti-
nation was hailed as a well-
deserved bright spot.

That’s all good, positive 
news, it has a positive eco-
nomic impact, and it helps 
many of us around the re-
gion take heart.

But it seems like there’s 
always waiting around the 

corner something like the 
latest Chief Executive mag-
azine survey of more than 
700 of the nation’s lead-
ing CEOs and other busi-
ness executives on the best 
and the worst states in the 
nation to do business. This 
ninth annual survey puts 
New York State next to 
last as a business-friendly 
state. The best state? Texas. 
Worst? California.

It just doesn’t help. 
While it’s important to al-
ways take surveys like 
these with at least a small 
grain of salt, it still is what 
it is. This one, in particular, 
deals with many of Ameri-
ca’s key decision makers in 
business and industry - the 
men and women making 
the short- and long-term 
choices about where to lo-
cate or relocate, establish 
or expand a job creator.

We’re smart to pay at-
tention. When I attend a 
meeting of New York State 
business leaders, like I did 
late last week at the an-
nual meeting of the Man-
ufacturers Association of 
Central New York (MAC-
NY), it’s always a reminder 
that we might be moving 
in some of the right direc-
tions in New York State, 
but there’s a heck of a long 
way to go.

Recognize success where 
and when it’s called for, ab-
solutely. This year, for ex-
ample, we’ve put in place 
what can prove a meaning-
ful future tax break for up-
state manufacturers that 
will reduce the tax rate on 

manufacturers by 25% 
over fi ve years. But does 
that go far enough? I don’t 
believe it does and that’s 
why I’m continuing to 
sponsor and will push for 
legislation to fully phase 
out the tax over two years.

It’s why Senate Repub-
licans have put forth a 
“Blueprint for Jobs” (read 
more about it on www.
omara.nysenate.gov) to 
keep attention focused on 
other job creating actions 
we believe still haven’t 
been taken in New York 
State.

The Chief Magazine sur-
vey (online at http://chie-
fexecutive.net/best-worst-
states-for-business-2013) 
included the following “de-
velopment trend indicator” 
note: “Gov. Cuomo seems 
to be less concerned now 
about business-friendli-
ness.” I don’t get that sense 
from the governor, but 
still it’s a worthwhile re-
minder to stay on guard 
against falling into the trap 
of being more slogan than 
substance.

For America’s job cre-
ators, it’s usually about the 
right actions, not the best 
talk.

In other words, New 
York’s not going to be able 
to sell anyone a bridge. 
Here’s a sampling of the 
comments from CEOs in-
cluded as part of the latest 
Chief Executive report:

■ “New York’s taxes on 
the job creators is bro-
ken and taxing authori-
ties are too bureaucratic - a 

glimpse of everything bad 
in the federal government”;

■ “New York headed in 
the right direction, but still 
way behind other states”;

■ “No matter how good 
the people and the weath-
er are, activist departments 
of revenue, lots of regula-
tions, and high taxes make 
states like CA and NY bad 
options, always”;

■ “Given New York’s 
onerous tax regulations, 
we are seriously going to 
consider whether we al-
low employees to travel to 
or participate in events in 
that state. We can’t aff ord 
for NY to become a tax 
nexus for us just because 
our employees participate 
in a conference in NY or 
the like”;

■ “We are closing out our 
business in [New York and 
California] as it is nearly 
impossible to make a good 
profi t, and certainly not 
worth the management ef-
fort and the investment.”

So let’s pay attention. All 
of the above are warnings 
that deserve as much at-
tention as anything else. 
They serve as a reminder 
to every state and local de-
cision maker: Keep rolling 
up your sleeves and never, 
ever lose sight of what real-
ly needs to be done.

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New 
York’s 58th Senate District, 
which includes Steuben, 
Chemung, Schuyler and 
Yates counties, and part of 
Tompkins County.
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And now a word from the CEOs


