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GUEST EDITORIAL | STATE SEN. TOM O’MARA

Broadband plan is big news

T
he calendar’s
turning to March,
which at the state

Capitol means the gover-
nor and the Legislature
are about to get down to
brass tacks on this year’s
budget negotiations. But
before our full attention
turns to Albany, I’d like
to stay focused for a
while longer on some
recent, fabulous news
right out of our own
back yard. 

I simply can’t say
enough about the
Southern Tier Central
Regional Planning and
Development Board’s
(STC) recent announce-
ment of a $12.2-million
project to construct an
optical fiber broadband
network across Chemung,
Schuyler and Steuben
counties. It promises to
dramatically expand
regional access to high-
speed Internet service. 

Not only is it an excit-
ing collaboration among
numerous local leaders
and organizations. Not
only is it moving for-
ward thanks to a $10-
million investment from
Corning Inc. And not
only will this new net-
work be patterned after
one in Ontario County
that’s recognized nation-
ally as a model for rural
broadband expansion.
But maybe most signifi-
cant of all, at a time
when America’s focus on
closing the “digital
divide” has never been
sharper, this new project
puts our region squarely
on the map of notewor-
thy broadband develop-
ment projects taking
place anywhere across

the nation – which
means that it will likely
help put us more often
on the radar of great
places to do business.
That’s important. 

It’s been estimated
that at least 750,000
rural New Yorkers do not
have high-speed Internet
access. As the issue of
broadband has gained
increasing attention over
the past four years, The
Communications
Workers of America
(CWA) has published an
annual report, “Speed
Matters” (www.speed-
matters.org), examining
Internet upload and
download speeds in all
50 states. In 2008, New
York had the fourth-
fastest download speed
ranking. Last year, we
fell to the fifth-fastest. 

The CWA has noted,
however, that Internet
speeds in New York
“vary tremendously by
region, with Upstate and
Western New York con-
siderably slower than
Downstate.” Overall,
according to the associa-
tion’s latest report, 39
percent of New Yorkers
have Internet speeds that
are below minimum
national standards. 

To put it as succinctly
as possible, then, this
new local broadband
network is a big deal. For
a lot of reasons. I’m cur-
rently conducting an
online survey on my
website, omara.nysen-
ate.gov, that includes a
question asking whether
respondents are opti-
mistic or pessimistic
about this region’s
future. So far, the
response is a mixed bag

of optimism and uncer-
tainty. Projects like this
one can only serve to
make us more optimistic.

As a state (as well as a
nation), we’re facing
unprecedented short-
and long-term chal-
lenges. But if there’s one
widespread agreement
emerging on what the
response needs to be, it’s
that government leaders
can’t dismantle the foun-
dations of economic
strength. There’s an
undeniable case being
made – and it’s echoed
across every level of gov-
ernment – that the No. 1
key to the future is an
economy that’s produc-
ing good, private-sector
jobs and providing long-
term economic security
and stability. 

In the 21st century
economy, this means
closing the “digital
divide.” Providing New
Yorkers with equal access
to high-speed Internet is
critical. High-speed
Internet has become fun-
damental to economic
and educational success.
That’s what makes the
recent news especially
exciting and promising
for our region. We’re
demonstrating the kind
of public-private creativi-
ty, innovation and com-
mitment that can help us
stand apart in a fierce,
global competition for
jobs and economic
opportunities – especially
the high-tech opportuni-
ties of this new economy. 

■ State Sen. Tom O’Mara,

R-Big Flats, represents the

53rd Senate District.
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Many Americans have
followed with interest
the public demonstra-
tions that have taken
place in Muslim coun-
tries in North Africa and
in the Middle East. Many,
including the U.S. presi-
dent and government
officials have expressed
their support to those
“popular” movements
hoping it will bring
democracy to those
countries (radical Islam
is a possibility; time 
will tell).

Americans were not as
excited when in Sept. 11,
1973, the Chilean demo-
cratically elected Dr.
Salvador Allende was
deposed and murdered
by the Chilean army
bought by millions of
American dollars. On
that date, the terrorists
were President Nixon
and his gorilla Kissinger.
The terrorists were acting
on behalf of American
companies with capital
and property in Chile.

Americans ought to be
concerned with absence
of democracy in this

country. Many of our
elected officials (con-
gressmen and senators)
are bribed by corporations
before they are elected
and when they seek re-
election. Therefore they
are corrupt and dishon-
est. They claim that
accepting corporation
money they do so legally
that is according to the
existing laws. However,
those electoral existing
laws were enacted by dis-
honest bribed congress-
men and senators. How
can a dishonest organiza-
tion (the Legislative
branch of the U.S. govern-
ment) enact honest laws?
Until the electoral process
is corrected (donations by
voting citizens) do not
call the United States of
America a democracy.

In the Foreign Affairs
periodical (January/
February 2011 issue),
there is a review article on
a book by J. Hacker and P.
Pierson; the reviewer
states “unemployment
remains at nearly 10 per-
cent, the highest level in
almost 30 years; foreclo-
sures have forced millions
of Americans out of their
home; real incomes have
fallen fast ... The wealthi-
est Americans, among

them presumably the
very titans of global
finance whose misadven-
tures brought about the
financial meltdown got
rich ... income of the top
5 percent of earners went
up while on average
everyone else’s went
down ... the financial
rewards are increasingly
concentrated among a
tiny elite and whose risks
are born by an increasing-
ly exposed and unprotect-
ed middle class.” Similar
opinions are expressed in
a recent issue of the New
York Times by Bob Herbert.

It is nauseating to read
in the press the reports
from our representatives
(congressmen and sena-
tors). They should concen-
trate on decreasing unem-
ployment numbers by
returning factories to the
U.S. That would decrease
our national debt by bil-
lions of dollars per month.
Our congressman Mr.
Reed should strive to that
goal as well as his boss 
Mr. Chicken C. Boehner.

Most of America’s
states are bankrupt and
education is catastrophi-
cally suffering.

Mario L. Lecuona
Painted Post

Some people
just don’t
seem to get it

T
here’s a Bath
Village trustee
named Bill Austin

who must have lost touch
with reality. He seems to
think that the continuing
furor in the village over a
super-damaging state audit
is the result of what was
reported as “a malicious
desire by some residents
for entertainment.”

Austin has a good point
when he says Bath Utilities
director Matt Benesh and

his assis-
tant,
Susan
Daniels,
did no
wrong.
Both have
repaid any
overage
that came
in their
paychecks

and have a good explana-
tion of why they didn’t
notice a clerical error. 

But the audit raised
many more points than
just the pay of two officials
of the Bath Electric, Gas,
Water and Sewer System. 

Residents have a right to
know the answer to multi-
ple questions involving
thousands of tax dollars. 

Their desire is not only
not malicious but it is
entirely justified by what
we know.

•••
Also on the delusional

list seems to be Congress-
man Tom Reed.

He claims to believe that
some compromise between
the House and Senate will
avert a governmental shut-
down. He even suggests
Democrats and Republicans
could agree on a continu-
ing resolution to keep the
government running while
the two sides argue their
respective cases.

The parties are way too
far apart to come to an
agreement between now
and March 4 and the
biggest roadblock to any
deal is the $80 billion list
of cuts recently ramrodded
through by the House
Republicans. 

Democrats will never
accept the meat-axe wield-
ed by the GOP. Simply too
many programs would be
eliminated. 

To get a deal, some-
body’s got to back off.
Tom, would you like to
start the ball rolling?

•••
Libya’s strongman

Moammar Gadhafi told
supporters in national TV
address this week he will
“fight to the last drop of
blood” to save his embat-
tled dictatorship. 

Hey, Colonel, there’s a
lot of us in the West who
hope you get your wish.

•••
The unrest sweeping the

Middle East has claimed a
major sporting event. The
crown prince of Bahrain
last week cancelled the
Bahrain Grand Prix which
was to have opened the
Formula One racing season. 

This may be a life-saving
move for the teams given
the bloodshed in that tiny
kingdom. But it’s the first
cancellation of  an F-1 race
in the world championship
series’ 60-year history. 

Too bad because that
was always an excellent
event. 

•••
Israel is unhappy

because two Iranian war-
ships used the Suez Canal
last week. 

Too bad they feel threat-
ened but when the French
dug the canal a century
and a half ago it was sup-
posed to be opened to ves-
sels of all nations. 
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Groan
One of the reasons the public is so down on

politicians is because of the inconsistency par-

tisanship breeds.

The situation in Wisconsin is providing an

excellent example.

Some conservatives are criticizing the

Democratic state lawmakers

who left the state rather than

provide the quorum necessary

for Wisconsin Republicans to

strip the state’s teachers

union from their right to col-

lective bargaining.

They are saying they should return and do

the job they were elected to do instead

obstructing the  will of the people by taking

advantage of a loophole in the rules.

So Democratic lawmakers are cowards for

using the rules to their advantage to avoid a

vote they know they would lose? That sounds

an awful lot like what Republicans did for the

first two years of President Barack Obama’s

presidency, when the Republican minority

used the filibuster to prevent the president

from enacting most of his agenda.

All most people want is consistency. If some-

thing is okay when your team does it, it

should be okay when the other side uses the

same tactic.

Grin
With a few exceptions, when it comes to

Libya, most Republicans seem to be living by

the adage that politics should

stop at the water’s edge.

Most have been supportive

of President Obama’s han-

dling of that deteriorating 

situation. 

It’s not easy to sit by while

a dictator and a madman kills his own people

simply because they want something that we

often take for granted – the right of self-deter-

mination. 

Unfortunately, short of injecting ourselves

into another fight in the Middle East, we have

to be satisfied that sanctions are our best, and

only, recourse for the time being. 

For the wave of reform that is sweeping the

region to be viewed as legitimate it can’t

have the fingerprints of the United States on

it at all.

Unless things get totally out of hand, the

United States has to watch events unfold from

the sidelines.
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