PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

Notice of Public Hearing

Title: Still “"On the Waterfront”: Corruption at
Our Local Ports

Subject: In 1953 the Waterfront Commission was established as a bi-state entity. “Under statutory
mandate, the mission of the Waterfront Commission of New York Harbor is to investigate, deter,
combat, and remedy criminal activity and influence in the Port of New York and New Jersey. The
Waterfront Commission of New York Harbor also ensures fair hiring and employment practices, so
the Port and region can grow and prosper.” The impetus for this statue was years of criminal activity
associated with the handling of waterborne freight and hiring practices on the waterfront. The
criminal activity was brought to light, in part, by the Pulitzer Prize-Winning articles entitled, “Crime on
the Waterfront” by Malcolm Johnson in 1949 for the New York Sun. Each of the Governors from New
York and New Jersey appoints a commissioner to jointly head the Commission.

Purpose: As described in an August 2009 report by the New York State Inspector General, Hon.
Joseph Fisch, on May 7, 2007 the Inspector General was contacted by then-governor Eliot Spitzer
regarding a complaint by an employee of the Waterfront Commission alleging misconduct by
Waterfront officials. Additionally, the Inspector General received similar allegations from other
sources. Both Governors Spitzer and David A. Paterson issued a series of executive orders directing
the Inspector General to inspect the Waterfront Commission. The Inspector General, with
cooperation of the New Jersey State Attorney General and Inspector General, began a
comprehensive examination of the management of the Waterfront Commission. The Inspector
General discovered that “the unique constitution of the Waterfront Commission as a bi-state entity
had produced a climate of abuse and lack of accountability fueled by perceived immunity from
oversight by outside entities.” This hearing will examine what changes have been implemented as a
result of the report and to assess what further changes must be made to the Waterfront Commission
in order to ensure it carries out its intended duty as prescribed by its enacting statute. Additionally, the
hearing will focus on S.5039. The purpose of this legislation is to give employers at the Port of New
York and New Jersey (PONYNJ) the authority to control the size of the longshore workforce.
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Reply Form: Testimony is by invitation only. Persons who require assistance or wish to be added to the
Committee mailing list for the Senate Standing Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Commissions are
requested to complete this form, and submit it to:

Tom Briggs
Office of Senator Bill Perkins, Chair
Corporations, Authorities and Commissions Committee
New York State Senate
Legislative Office Building 817, Albany, NY 12247
Phone: 518-455-2441, Fax: 518-426-6809

O 1 will require assistance and/or handicapped accessibility information. Please specify the type of
assistance required:

O | am unable to attend, but will be submitting written testimony.

Oral testimony will be limited to five (5) minutes per witness and accepted by invitation only. Persons attending
the event are asked to submit electronic copies of their testimony to tobriggs@senate.state.ny.us by October 13, 2009 or
bring 10 paper copies of testimony to the hearing.
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