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Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues facing the Legislature.

We’re beginning to find out what that mandate truly means.
Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues
facing the Legislature, as well as on legislative actions, local initiatives, state programs and

policies, and more. Stop back every Monday for Senator O'Mara's latest column...
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This week, " Pumping the breaks on NY's all-electric school bus mandate”

The morethis state keeps blindly moving ahead to impose outrageous ener gy mandates on all New
Yorkers, theclearer it becomesthat the current plan isnot affordable, feasible, or reliable. To say
nothing of realistic.

Let’sfocuson theimpact on school districts and school property taxpayers coming down thelinein
thevery near future-- becausethat’sthe latest debacle comingto light and it’s getting more
expensive by the minute. In 2022, Albany Democr ats enacted a new law mandating that, starting in
2027, all school buses purchased in this state will haveto be electric.

We'rebeginning to find out what that mandate truly means. L ast week at the State Capitol, our
Republican legidative conferences gathered with school district representativesto begin spelling it
out for everyone. (Note: You can view the entire news confer ence on my Senate website,
www.omar a.ny.senate).

First, it will be enormously expensive. Electric buses cost up to threetimes as much as conventional
diesal buses. Additionally, schoolswill berequired to undertake significant electrical infrastructure
and distribution line upgrades, as well as address major wor kforce transitions. The cost of the
conversion has been conservatively estimated at between $8 billion and $15.25 billion more than the
cost of replacing them with new diesel buses. For already over burdened local property taxpayers,
it’semerging as yet another hard hit from yet another unfunded state mandate out of Albany.

Furthermore, it would be unworkable right now. The existing electric grid can’t support it. Electric
vehicles are showing an inability to operate or chargein frigid temperatures, and it does get cold in
New York. Designed to operate best in 70-degr ee temper atures, electric vehicleslose up to 40
percent of their traveling rangein extreme cold and the time required to charge them is much
longer. A pilot program in Vermont found traveling range decreased by 80 percent in some
instances.

The current timelineraises far too many troubling questions on affor dability, as well ason
reliability and safety for student transportation. In short, it scemsreasonable and fair to reassess
and reexamine the current timeline and its potential impact on school districts, students and
families, and local communities.

With that in mind, | have joined Assemblyman Phil Palmesano to introduce and sponsor legislation
(S8220/A8447) to delay the mandate on school districts until 2045 or until all state agencies convert
their own fleets of vehiclesfirst, so that we could at least have the experience of that conversion


http://www.odessafile.com/government-OMara342nd.htm

before dumping this mandate on schools and ultimately the school property taxpayer. Additionally,
thelegislation would:

--authorize the state Commissioner of Education, in consultation with the state’' stop energy
regulators, to overridethe mandateif it is determined that zer o-emission school buses ar e not
feasiblefor a particular application;

--direct the state Commissioner of Education to complete a cost-benefit analysisfor each school
district that considersthe costs necessary to comply with the zer o-emission school bus mandate; and

--direct the New York State Energy and Resear ch Development Authority (NY SERDA) to consult
with the state Office of Fire Prevention and Control to develop appropriate fire suppression and
safety proceduresrelated to lithium and hydrogen-based fires.

One of thelocal school district superintendentswho joined uslast week in Albany to help sound the
alarm, Dr. Thomas J. Douglas, Superintendent of Hor seheads Central School District, summed it up
very effectively.

“Thetotal cost,” hesaid, " will ultimately be borne by thelocal tax base sincethisisreally an
unfunded mandate. The sad fact isthat thereisno guarantee that thistechnology will work
predictably in Northeastern winters. All the governor, NY SERDA, and PSC need doislook to the
Midwest this past winter to see electric vehicles and chargersnot being ableto run in frigid
temperatures. We cannot risk that with our children. Put simply, the state must pump the brakeson
electric busing.”
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