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Senator O'Mara's weekly column 'From the Capitol' -- for the week
of June 3, 2024 - 'Nickel-and-diming New Yorkers to the breaking
point'
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Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues facing the Legislature.

The defining action of this era in state government: out-of-control spending that is nickel-and-

diming New Yorkers to the breaking point.
Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues

facing the Legislature, as well as on legislative actions, local initiatives, state programs and


https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/thomas-f-omara
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/state-government-spending-taxpayers

policies, and more. Stop back every Monday for Senator O'Mara's latest column...

This week, " Nickel-and-diming New Y orkersto the breaking point"

State gover nment’ s spending habit has become so addictive that, eventually, every move that
everyday citizens makein New York will come attached with another tax or a new fee or a higher
cost.

Already we find out, directly from Gover nor Hochul’s own Division of the Budget (DOB), that the
cost of the recently enacted, 2024-25 state budget has already increased by at least $2 billion. When
legislator s voted on the budget in late April, we weretold that the new state spending plan would
total $237 billion. The DOB’s new report -- which, by the way, was quietly released on a recent
Friday afternoon -- now essentially says, “Hang on, it’sactually $239 billion.”

That’sa big difference. It meansthat state spending hasincreased by $10 billion over last year. It's
not just pocket change we'retalking about. It will have an enormousimpact on the futurefor all of
us.

In fact, the DOB now projectsthat current state spending will far outpace revenuein the coming
years, to the tune of $2.3 billion in the next fiscal year, $4.3 billion the following year, and $7.3
billion theyear after that, or aroughly $14 billion deficit overall.

Fiscal watchdogs, including the Citizens Budget Commission (CBC), arguethat the futureiseven
mor e alarming and that New York’sstructural deficit could exceed $16 billion in the 2028 fiscal
year alone.

From the CBC: “ State leader s basically have two choices. They can either try to bring spending
growth down to what it wasin theteens, or they can continueto kick the can down theroad.”

From the DOB: “The State' sfinancial position is expected to remain strong over the multi-year
plan. However, out-year budget gaps are projected as spending is expected to exceed available
resour ces and will need to be addressed in futureyears.”

Here sthetrouble with the DOB’s mor e rose-colored analysis: Since 2018, these Albany Democr ats
have shown no ability (or willingness) whatsoever to stop their out-of-control spending addiction.
They have done nothing but kick the can down the road toward fiscal disaster.
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It keeps coming down to this, year after year, under one-party control: direfiscal forecasts keep
arriving, not only after an ongoing, unprecedented, multi-year spending spree, but also at the same
time the Democr ats keep initiating enormous, additional state spending commitmentsfor which they
don’t even yet know thefinal pricetag. A burgeoning illegal migrant crisis. Increased Medicaid
spending. A multi-billion-dollar Unemployment Insurance debt. And let’s not forget the costs of
Albany's Green New Deal with its outrageously costly, full electrification mandates, to namejust a
few.

Thisyear’sfinal, now $239 billion spending plan isjust the latest chapter. They have smply and
carelessly thrown caution (right along with taxpayer dollars) to thewind. Since 2018, they have
increased state spending by nearly $70 billion -- and far too much of it in arelentless pursuit of a
misguided, questionable, unsustainable political agenda. It’sbeen an increasein excess of 41% in
just five years alone of one-party control in Albany.

So herewego. Theink isbarely dry on thelatest, largest-ever Democr at budget and the governor’s
own DOB already warnsthat the state is spending more -- far more -- than it makes. Theink is
barely dry and New York Stateisalready in thered for many years ahead.

New York State’sbudget in 2018, the last year that Republicans held the majority in the state
Senate, totaled $170 billion. Following thisyear’s nearly $240 billion budget, as noted above, state
spending hasincreased approximately $70 billion.

Governor Hochul and her Democrat alliesin the L egislatur e have ssmply cemented what will always
be the defining action of thiserain state gover nment: out-of-control spending that is nickel-and-
diming New Yorkersto the breaking point.
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