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Senator O'Mara's weekly column 'From the Capitol' -- for the week

of December 2, 2024 - 'A season to remember the importance of

farming'

THOMAS F. O'MARA  December 2, 2024
| ISSUE: AGRICULTURE ECONOMY
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Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues facing the Legislature.

It's a chance to reflect on the contributions of farmers and the entire agricultural industry here at
home in the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes regions, throughout New York State, and across

America.


https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/thomas-f-omara
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/agriculture-economy

Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues
facing the Legislature, as well as on legislative actions, local initiatives, state programs and

policies, and more. Stop back every Monday for Senator O'Mara's latest column...

This week, " A season to remember theimportance of farming"

One of thetime-honored traditions throughout this holiday season isto gather around the tableto
share a meal, expressthanks, and count blessingsin the company of family, friends, neighbors, and
even sometimes the community at large.

It'sachance, aswell, toreflect on the contributions of farmersand the entire agricultural industry
here at homein the Southern Tier and Finger Lakesregions, throughout New York State, and
acrossAmerica. A recent statereport, " A Profile of Agriculturein New York State," doesjust that
and standsasatimely reminder.

"Agricultureisan important part of New York State's economy, and farmers make significant
contributionsto the State," State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli notesin the new report from his
office (the full report can be found here: www.osc.ny.gov). " In New York'srural counties, farming
can beasignificant driver of the regional economy, spurring a suite of support businesses supplying
equipment, repair services, seed and soil conditionersand veterinary services, aswell as sustaining
employment.”

Thelatest figuresfrom the federal Department of Agriculture show that farmingispracticed in
every county in the state. Nearly 31,000 farms and farmland account for over 21 percent of the
state'sarea. New York'sagricultural sector contributes $2.7 billion to the state's gross domestic
product and directly supportsover 163,000 jobs. In short, the industry isa foundation of the
statewide economy and the food supply networksvital to the future.

Over the past two decades, wor king through the" Harvest for All" program linking Farm Bureau
and Feeding Americain every state in the nation, New York's farmers have been national leaders.
In 2023, our farmers donated eight million pounds of food to regional food banks, the second highest
donation total in America.

In short, farming and agricultureremain the anchors of away of life that haslong defined and
sustained so many communities and regions. New Y ork has many agricultural productsthat
consistently rank in thetop tier nationwide, including maple syrup, grapes, wine, red table beets,
apples, cabbage and milk, yogurt and cheese.


http://www.odessafile.com/government-OMara342nd.htm

The comptroller'sreport also found that:

--Agritourism and recreation in 2022 saw the largest increase in farm-related income, a 78% jump

since 2012.
--Resear ch from Cornell University found that farming and related supporting businesses dir ectly

supported 163,148 jobsin New York in 2019.
--In 2022, New York'sfarms paid atotal of $6.2 billion in expenses, an increase of $1.9 billion from

2017. From 2012 to 2022, hired labor expenditures grew by 68%, far surpassing other categories.
--Despite economic growth, between 2012 and 2022, the state lost closeto 14% of itsfarmsand over
9% of farmland. New York islosing farmsand land at a faster rate than the U.S. and all

neighboring states except Connecticut (farms) and M assachusetts (far mland).
--The overall decline of farmland istroubling, as conversion to other uses, particularly residential,
commercial or industrial, may prevent itsuse for farming in thefuture. Thisincludes 1,728 acres
located in agricultural districts classified as solar electric generation facilities.

"New York'sdiversefarmsare an essential part of the state's economy, but there areincreasing
challengesthat are changing the agricultural landscape," according to the comptroller. " Volatile
commodity prices, labor pressuresand extreme weather are adding to the unpredictability of
farming that is contributing to the consolidation and the loss of farms. Policymakers must consider
thewaysin which state programs and policies affect this sector."

Approaching the start of a new legislative session in January, it will beimportant for New York's
lawmaker s and policymakersto renew a strong commitment to ensuring that our actionswill not
undermine an industry and a way of lifethat has defined the regions we represent. We cannot
afford to change the face of New York State agriculture aswe have known it for generations. We
can't risk the future of high quality, local food production or take stepsthat could spark the loss of
mor e family farms and thelivelihoods these far ms support throughout hundreds of local economies.

Now isnotimetorisk regulating and mandating an even mor e uncertain future for family farmers,
farm workers, farm communities, and New York'sagricultural industry overall.
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