NEW YORK STATE SENATOR

News: Myrie, Colleagues And Advocates: "New York Needs A Gun

Violence Prevention Office Now!"

ZELLNOR MYRIE March 21,2025

As Budget Negotiations Continue, Electeds and Allies Urge Formally Establishing

Duties and Scope of State OGVP

BROOKLYN— Today, Senator Zellnor Y. Myrie (D-Central Brooklyn) joined elected colleagues
and gun violence prevention advocates to demand New York formally establish an Office of
Gun Violence Prevention. Legislation to establish and fund this office, sponsored by Senator
Myrie and Assembly Member Monique Chandler-Waterman, was included in both the

Assembly and Senate One-House Budget resolutions which passed earlier this month.


https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/zellnor-myrie

The legislation, S.1289 (Myrie)/A.2084 (Chandler -Water man), would formally create the New
York State Office of Gun Violence Prevention (OGVP) and establish its statutory duties and
composition. Currently, OGVP exists solely by a series of executive orders first issued in 2021.

S.1289 passed the Senate Codes Committee earlier today.

"Although shootings in New York are still above pre-pandemic levels, the Trump
Administration shut down the White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention on its very
first day," said Senator Myrie, sponsor of the bill and chair of the Senate Codes Committee. "A
statewide OGVP is essential to leading a comprehensive government response to the gun
violence crisis, providing support for victims and survivors, and ensuring effective policies
are shared across agencies and local communities. 'm proud to stand alongside my
colleagues and advocates in backing this bill, which officially enshrines the OGVP in state

law.

"Our communities are at a pivotal moment in time where real investments towards the
eradication of gun violence for NYS are vital more now than ever," said Assembly Member
Chandler-Waterman, the Assembly bill sponsor. "The highest office in this nation has
showcased their disinterest in preserving lives, during this national public health crisis, of
gun violence, hence, we as state leaders are fighting for the establishment of a permanent
NYS Office of Gun-violence Prevention. We demand inclusion of the Office of Gun Violence
Prevention (OGVP) in the New York State budget, to allow it to play a central role in New
York State’s efforts to address gun violence. The re-imagining of OGVP to expand and ensure
that its office is permanent in state statute will guide the development and implementation
of impactful programs aimed at reducing gun violence. We need coordination of agencies
and stakeholders, public education campaigns and training, grant funding, data collection,
hospital intervention programs and wraparound services inclusive of mental health and

trauma support.”


http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.ZmF52LvZWAVTZoLckhlBv5dcALjSoXqZdhC1bH4hpy-2FdlbnUumAUJbGncFMTQ-2FN-2FoW-2Fr6tO3ihOWRQYR2-2BZ5bw-3D-3DayBu_2EOGaSVZQcTe5iUR64jr1e1qiWW2SG-2FW5fdt-2Bu6GKUlmWh5I0h5srYovBEIkEZ64hP9ncjzNFAkPnb-2BgorKhJN2WTx9xgfRfdmsWR0Gnc-2BJphHH5aGzztpO8LlKhotJRjE5crRkm5DHqcCB-2FldoeDPhUvkcM3LqnuaHRkFdiHwY61RXzUhKB5aI2jtsNTz7L7Fqv2IfrP4qEzV7ZDjfz6jUn6KFtZSHrkFDyQf6BtONXVbthN5TaQZFaz0cCHNll46De8Wqg2vjpl-2BAJbRbtloyHupjbFGExq1C6hhBvOHfweyGS8xYzo08KZCzk-2BQF03iDBEB1c37MqTaSPtbl173VNc4-2FwvzHoABUTwaelMNArH68Fy5-2BVl-2B0ZyGv5boF-2BH3ULQnOo6x7-2FzV2BHmwxgVq0sR6UpTluwUy3qIUzeE6G0wTYmb2sIlkxVic91p1XsbkRVL63TK2B6dVTm61Jb4wUBAze7n70SqA64zSqlK6m2grokOpWA5DdI5Wa-2Fp8T

"Like never before, we are depending on New York's leaders to ensure that our communities
are protected from gun violence with a coordinated public health approach, strong
governance with agencies and partners, and enforcement of our common sense state gun
safety laws," said Rebecca Fischer, Executive Director of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence.
"New Yorkers Against Gun Violence is grateful for the leadership of the Senate and Assembly
Majorities and commends Senator Myrie and Assembly Member Chandler-Waterman for the
inclusion of a permanent New York State Office of Gun Violence Prevention (OGVP) in the
Senate and Assembly Budget Proposals to protect the public safety of all New Yorkers. We
look forward to continuing to work with the Senate, Assembly, and the Governor's Office to

ensure that creating the OGVP is included in the Enacted Budget.”

“In New York, we may have the fifth-lowest rate of gun deaths in the country, but that number is
not zero. But through community violence intervention programs and stronger gun safety laws,
we can work to bring that number down,” said Janet Goldstein, a volunteer with the New Y ork
chapter of Moms Demand Action. “That’s why we are here to continue advocating for the Office of
Gun Violence Prevention to be codified and expanded in New York. We’re excited that the
Senate and Assembly have included this in their one-house budget proposals, and urge Governor

Hochul to support it so this can be included in the final enacted budget.”

President Biden established the White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention in 2023, but
the Office was immediately disbanded by President Trump on January 20, 2025. With
shooting incidents remaining above pre-pandemic levels, a formally-established New York

State Office of Gun Violence Prevention would:

e Coordinate among government agencies, law enforcement, policy experts and other

stakeholders on gun safety efforts

e Help implement state gun laws and programs in coordination with prosecutors, police,

judges, and licensing authorities



e Develop public education campaigns and trainings for professionals and community

members

e Distribute and coordinate government grant funding for gun violence prevention
strategies and initiatives including community and hospital violence intervention

programs, youth programs, and trauma support services
e Improve quality of and access to statewide gun violence data

e Enhance hospital capacity for victims and survivors of gun violence, which can provide
life-saving trauma support after shootings occur and help prevent retaliatory cycles of

violence.
e Establish an Advisory Council to provide recommendations to the OGVP composed of a

diverse array of stakeholders

Background

Senator Myrie has been a leader on gun violence prevention since joining the State Senate in

2019:

e In 2021, hewrotethe nation'sfirst gun industry accountability law, allowing civil suits in state

court against reckless and irresponsible gun companies.

o Since then, the law has survived several rounds of court challenges and has been

adopted in eight other states across the US

o In recognition of his leadership in 2021, Everytown named Senator Myrie its Gun Sense
Lawmaker of the Year and he received the Founders' Award from New Yorkers Against

Gun Violence

e He also wrote laws to dedicate funding to community violence intervention programs and

to expand access to compensation for crime victims
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e In 2024, he wrote a law to ensure banks can detect and deter suspicious patterns of firearm
purchases, and introduced legislation to ban pistols that can be easily converted into

automatic weapons
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