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Senator Mario R. Mattera (2nd Senate District), in response to efforts by to increasethe
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Payroll Tax, joined his colleaguesin the New York
State Senate representing the MTA Region showed their collective displeasure with including this
overreach into the now month over due state budget. According to newsreports, thistax would hit
New York City businesseswith payrolls of at least $10 million a year with a 0.895% tax (up from
0.6%) and those on Long Island, and in Westchester, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, and Rockland
countieswith a 0.635% tax (up from 0.34%).
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Majoritiesin Albany are once again treating New Yorkersand New York’sbusinessesasthe ATM
machinefor the MTA and New York State. And in doing so, they are speeding up the huge exodus
of New Yorkerswho arefleeing the Empire State for mor e affordable parts of the country.
Ballooning budget numbersyear after year reflect a disconnect between Albany Democrats and
reality. Thelooming mobility tax isthelatest example of just how out of touch they arewith the
needs and concer ns of the very people they wer e elected to represent.

Thisbudget includes a 5-year allocation to the tune of $68.4 billion to fully fund the M TA’s capital
improvement plan. That ison top of therecently-enacted congestion pricing schemethat is costing
drivers more each timethey travel into the City.

Asamember of the New York State Senate’s Transportation Committee, Senator Mattera knows
that the MTA hasto a better job beforeit asksfor morefundsfrom New Yorkers: “It istimefor the
leaders of the M TA to figure out how to run the system without adding to the burden our taxpayers
face or cutting the jobs of the workerswho keep our trainsmoving. The MTA has become a
constant drain on our state and our taxpayers. Long Islandersaretired of beingan ATM machine
for the MTA and New York State and that must end. Many of the MTA’s problems ar e self-inflicted
and the solution can’t always be having their hand out or cutting staff.”

“New budget, same old story! Once again, the M TA saysit needs billions more and instead of
cleaning up their own fiscal mess, the plan isto reach further into the pockets of New Yorkers. The
problem isthat thisstory endswith New Yorkersleaving the statein droves. They've had enough.
Congestion pricing, fareincreases and now taxing jobswith an increaseto the MTA payroll tax —
people are asking, ‘where doesit end? Theanswer is... in someother state,” said Senator Dean
Murray (3rd Senate District).

“The MTA isproof that we cannot fix most things simply by throwing more and more money at it.
No matter how much we spend, it appearsthat things get worse and it’s never enough. The MTA
needs accountability and leader ship. Thelast thing we need is another job killing payroll tax to fund
the MTA. It’stimeto audit the MTA and hold them accountable for the $20 billion they already
spend annually,” said Senator Jack M. Martins (7th Senate District).

“It’soutrageous that the Governor, Assembly Speaker, and Senate Majority L eader are seriously
considering slapping yet another tax on businessesin the M TA region through a payroll mobility tax
inthe FY 2026 State Budget. New York isalready bleeding jobs and employers, and this tone-deaf
proposal will only drive more businesses out of our state. Before a single new tax is even discussed,
the MTA must undergo a full, top-to-bottom forensic audit. | categorically oppose thisfrivolous
cash grab," stated Senator Bill Weber (38th Senate District).



“Albany continuesto treat Long Islanderslikean ATM, forcing usto subsidizethe MTA’sfailureto
reform itself. Rather than holding this bloated agency accountable, they’ ve chosen to squeeze our
businesses and commuters even more. Thistax hikeisunjustified, unsustainable, and driving people
out of New York,” stated Senator Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick (9th Senate District).

The egregious wasteful spending at the MTA isa dap in thefaceto every taxpayer inthe MTA
region:

. MTA has spent over $900M in consultant costsfor the 2nd Avenue Subway

. Phase 2 of the 2nd Avenue subway cost $4.3 billion per mile

. New staircase and entryway at Times Squar e subway station cost the M TA $30 million

. MTA installed 910 camerasin 32 subway stations at a cost of $21.3 million - that comes out

to $23,000 per camera

. The MTA has spent over $650 million on security camera projects since 2002.
. Spent $1 million on a study to examine “ psychology” of fare evaders.
. The cost to construct a subway in NYC is8to 12 timesthat of constructing a subway in

Europe and 3 timesthe cost to construct a subway linein Los Angeles.

. NY C 2nd Avenue Subway - $2.6 billion per mile

. LA’sPurple Line Subway - $800 million per mile

. Madrid subway - $320 million per mile

. Paris subway - $160 million per mile

. MTA lost nearly $700 million in unpaid bus and subway faresin 2022

“The MTA isnot aggressively addressing fare evasion, and they want to pick the pockets of hard
working New Yorkers? Who'sreally getting rich here?” said Senator Steve Chan (17th Senate
District).

“For six disastrous year s Senate Democr ats have made New York State less safe and unaffordable.
Thisyear’s budget shows no indication that they are willing to change course. An MTA payroll tax



will be akiller for Long Island businesses and families and will worsen New York’s affor dability
crisis. At atime when residents are clamoring for relief, they are getting hit with a crushing
burden,” stated Senator Anthony Palumbo (1st Senate District).

“Hochul’s latest proposed tax hikeisjust morefuel on thefiredriving businesses and families out of
New York. The Governor can’t talk about affordability with a straight face while hammering job
creator s—on top of congestion pricing. How much more do Democratsthink New Y orkerscan
take? The MTA isablack holefor taxpayer dollars—money goesin, nothing comes out, and
somehow they always need more. It’s a microcosm of Albany itself under one-party rule. Instead of
finding creative waysto take more money from taxpayers, why don’t we ask where the hell the
hundreds of billionsthey already send to Albany each year isactually going? That’swhy I'm
continuing my call for afull forensic audit of the MTA and for passage of my legislation requiring a
supermajority to enact any tax or feeincrease,” stated Senator Steve Rhoads (5th Senate District).

“It’splain and simple: thisisadirect tax on employees. The proposed MTA payroll tax will limit
employers ability to attract and retain top-tier talent, stiflejob creation, and for ce businesses to
make tough decisionsthat ultimately hurt hardworking employees acrossthe MTA region —
especially in the Hudson Valley. Our communities don’t have an endless stream of resour ces, and
thisadded burden places unnecessary strain on both our wor kforce and our economy,” stated
Senator Rob Rolison (39th Senate District).

"1f we keep giving the M TA endless streams of money, when will they ever learn to run efficiently?
Thesetaxes are driving businesses and families out of New York,” stated Senator AlexisWeik (8th
Senate District).

New York Stateis heading down a dangerous path, if it’s not already too far down it. We simply
cannot continueto bleed the very individuals who fund Albany’s mistakes and expect to spend at the
rate we are spending. The members of the Senate who joined together today have again and again
pushed the legislature to hold the M TA accountable and create a commission to audit the MTA.

There sonly so much water before New York’swell runsdry.



