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Brooklyn- State Senator Marty Golden (R-C, Brooklyn) today is announcing that
yesterday, Senate Democrats defeated a common-sense bill that would elevate
criminal penalties for convicted sex offenders that fail to register every year with the
Division of Criminal Justice Services’ sex offender registry. Under the Republican bill,
the penalty for failure to register would be raise from a misdemeanor to a class D
felony.

The bill, sponsored by Senate Republican Leader Dean G. Skelos and offered as an
amendment by Senator Joseph Robach, passed the Senate each of the last two years
and would ensure that communities across the State were notified of sex offenders
who moved into their neighborhood and that there were real consequences for sex
offenders who fail to comply.



Democrats, however, defeated the sex offender bill in a party line vote.

“Democrat inaction on this bill jeopardizes the safety of law-abiding New Yorkers and
their families. The Senate Democrats have voted against common-sense penalties
that crack down on sex offenders and strengthen Megan’s Law. Protecting New
Yorkers from violent sex offenders should be a priority of every member of this
Legislature. By refusing to pass our amendment, Democrats have done a grave
disservice to those New Yorkers who have been victimized by sex offenders," said
Senator Marty Golden.



