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"The Republican opposition to our strong ethics package -- sponsored by myself and Senator

Sampson -- and the fact that our conference was down one vote today means we will have to

wait for passage.  While it is frustrating to wait, I strongly believe it is better to be able to

pass our whole reform package – made up of two crucial bills – than to vote today on a piece

of the package and come away with only half the changes we need."
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