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bovernment can Nelp moke lité more arrordoble for oll New Yorkers. 1o nelp moke Thol happen, Yenalor onacic hos proposed the
Taxpayer Protection Act of 2010, Three simple and fair ideas that would moke New York Stote government more toxpoyer-friendly
ond ensure thot people’s voices are heard:

- ATAX AND SPENDING CAP:
) J J\A P | F ~ We should limit Government'’s ability to increase spending and taxes
~ = sowe do not face runaway tax increases year after year.

o ~ INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM:
I J\ J Jr{ - Allows taxpayers to force a vote on issues that matter, such as property tax
"~ reform and making health insurance more affordable.

P eree | STOP JOBS FROM LEAVING NEW YORK:

” C C L)) Jf_ x I\ _( ) A moratorium on all new State regulations and fee increases,
to stop jobs from continuing to leave New York, and a tax credit
to help small businesses hire more New Yorkers.

Now more than ever, government needs to act and get back to basics, and let New Yorkers stimulote our economy without
government trying to regulote ond tox us as much os it does.

SENATOR BONACIC’'SPLAN TO STOP WASTEFUL SPENDING AND
RESTORE ACCOUNTABILITY TO STATE GOVERNMENT.
CONSTITUTIONAL SPENDING CAP - Enacting a constitutional spending cap that
would limit year-to-year State spending increases. This cap would force state government
to live within its means. The Senate, in 2008 passed a State spending cap. Unfortunately,
last year, the new, Democratic controlled Senate Mgjority enacted a budget with $15
billion in increased spending — blowing a giant hole in the very spending cap plan many of
those same Senators voted for. Senator Bonacic voted against the 2009 budget with its
massive spending increase.

PROPERTY TAX CAP —In 2008, the Senate Republicans passed a school property tax
cap bill that would place a cap on the growth of school property taxes at four percent or
120 percent of Consumer Price Index (CPI), whichever isless. Too often, schools propose
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spending hikes well beyond the cost of living increase — even as State and Federal aid to
schools has increased substantially over the years.

NO UNFUNDED MANDATES OR UNNECESSARY REGULATIONS - The Senate
Republican’s Taxpayer Empowerment Plan takes a strong stand against unfunded state
mandates on school districts and local governments, and would eliminate costly and often
unnecessary state regulations that drive up costs for businesses and cost jobs.

Ban On Unfunded M andates -- The ban on unfunded mandates would prevent the

L egislature from imposing a mandate whose fiscal implications are greater than $10,000 to
amunicipality, or in excess of $1 million when combined statewide. Thiswould virtually
eliminate the need to ever grow government at the local level again.

In addition, Senate Republicans have proposed and passed |egislation to encourage local
governments to consolidate or share services to reduce costs and ease the burden on
property taxpayers.
TWO-THIRDSMAJORITY VOTE TO INCREASE TAXES—
Senator Bonacic believesthat any state tax of fee increase should be approved by at
least a two-thirds" supermajority” vote of each house to pass and be sent to the
Governor for consideration. Last year, $15 billion was added to the State budget —
mor e than 10% by a vote of 32to 30 in the State Senate. Had the 2/3 requirement
been in law — as Senator Bonacic first proposed in 2008, that massive tax and
spending increase, which Senator Bonacic voted against, would not have passed.
Sixteen states currently require either a supermgjority vote or more than a simple majority
to pass tax increases as away to ensure that any tax increase is absolutely necessary and
deserving of bipartisan support.
Cdliforniarequires atwo-thirds Legisative vote to approve tax hikes. In 2004, Democrats
there undertook a major campaign for a ballot proposal to repeal the two-thirds
requirement. Voters defeated the ballot proposal and overwhelmingly supported keeping
the supermajority vote requirement as a protection for taxpayers.

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM —
This proposal would amend the State Constitution to allow for direct initiative and
referendum, wher eby measures are placed on the ballot at the November general
election for a popular vote after a certain number of signatures are collected. More
than half the states currently have some form of I nitiative and Referendum.

Under the Senate proposal, signatures from five percent of the total voters statewide in the
last gubernatorial election would be required. To ensure that a measure has a broad base of
statewide support, these signatures would be required to include at least 5,000 signatures of
residents from at least three-fifths of the State's congressional districts.
Once on the ballot, an initiative or referendum would become law if it recelves a mgority
of the votes cast. The bill also alows for initiative and referendum at the county, city, town
or village level.
Just last year, votersin California used their right to place questions on the ballot to defeat
five budget proposals that would have increased taxes, spending and borrowing.



