NEW YORK STATE SENATOR

Patty Ritchie

Senator Ritchie Turns to Farmers for
Opinions on the Issues

Patty Ritchie
February 21, 2012

ISSUE:
e Agriculture

Districtwide “ Ag Professionals’ Survey isa First for Senate Committee Chair

State Senator Patty Ritchieisturning to the experts for advice on key issues facing farms and agriculture
in New Y ork, announcing afirst-ever Survey of Agricultural Professionals which seeks farmers’ input on
Issues ranging from farm labor and overregulation, to new proposals to raise the minimum wage, and
assess a “market order” fee on dairy producers.

CLICK HERE TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY OF AGRICULTURE PROFESSIONALS
“If we want to help revitalize the upstate economy and create more jobs we need to help grow our
agricultural economy,” Senator Ritchie said. “ Asthe chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee, it’ s vital
for me to hear from Northern New Y ork and Central New Y ork’ s farmers to help me determine their top
priorities for the state budget and legidlative session.”
Senator Ritchie mailed the survey this week to over 2,000 farmersin Oswego, Jefferson and St. Lawrence
Counties. The survey isaso available by clicking here.
Senator Ritchie said it's thefirst time, to her knowledge, that alegislative chair has attempted to directly
survey farmers about issues that directly impact their businesses.
“I"m working hard to represent the interests of farmersin the Senate, and | want to know how farmers feel
about the efforts we' re undertaking, and what more needs to be done,” Senator Ritchie said.
Senator Ritchie said she plans to tabulate the survey results before the final adoption of the State Budget,
which isdue April 1.



https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/agriculture
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGNNdVNYT212UWdnNFdNMGtUNjNwT0E6MQ
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGNNdVNYT212UWdnNFdNMGtUNjNwT0E6MQ




