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Growing the state’ s agriculture industry and helping New Y ork’ s family farms prosper isthe goal of the
“Grown in New York” plan, unveiled today by Senator Patty Ritchie, Chair of the Senate Agriculture
Committee. Senator Ritchie wasjoined at a Capitol news conference by other members of the committee,
aswell asleaders of the New Y ork Farm Bureau to announce a plan to strengthen the state’ s $5.2 billion
agriculture industry by expanding markets for New Y ork-grown products, improving the bottom lines of
family farms, and investing in the future of farming.

“Agricultureis New York’s leading industry, and Senate Republicans have been at the forefront of efforts
to bolster agriculture and help farmers grow,” Senator Ritchie (R-C, Heuvelton) said. “Over the past two
years, we have worked to restore budget cuts to vital marketing, research, and educational programs
farmers depend on to strengthen their bottom line. *Grown in New York’ is the Senate Republican plan to
build on that success and help farmers grow and build for the future.”

“Our Grown in New Y ork plan will
dramatically strengthen New Y ork’s critically important farming and agriculture sectors for years to come
by reducing taxes on farmers and helping farmers expand their markets, boost productivity and increase
their profitability,” Senate Republican Leader Dean G. Skelos said. “ The plan would aso help keep farms
in the family, remove burdensome and duplicative regulations, and ensure the future success of New Y ork
farmers.”

New Y ork Farm Bureau President Dean Norton said: "NY Farm Bureau has long held to the proven belief
that when you grow New Y ork's farms, you grow New Y ork's economy. The efforts put forth today by
Senate Republican Leader Skelos, Senate Agriculture Committee Chair Ritchie and their conference
colleagues will do just that. We appreciate their hard work to lower the high cost of farming to help ensure
the next generation of farmers can continue the time-honored tradition of providing healthy, local food to
the people of this state and the world.”

The Senate’s Grown in New Y ork plan would:

-- Reduce taxes on farmers;

-- Eliminate the burdensome 18-a energy tax surcharge;

-- Curtail red tape and outdated regulations,

-- Improve farmers’ access to customers by expanding farmers markets and food hubs;

-- Put more New Y ork-grown products in schools and government facilities;

-- Encourage the growth of New Y ork’s maple and wine industries;

-- Put idled farmland back in production; and
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-- Improve farm safety.

Senator Catharine Y oung (R,C,I-Olean), Chair of the Legislative Commission on Rural Resources and a
former Chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee, said: “All across New Y ork State, from the tip of Long
Island, to the North County, to my district in Western New Y ork, the agricultural industry is athriving and
vital component of the economy, but we need to do more to support our farms. The average age of the
farmer keepsincreasing. According to national statistics from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, for
every one farmer under the age of 25, there are five over the age of 75. We need to cultivate younger
farmers. It needs to be attractive for them to stay or enter in the agricultural industry. Also, we need to
keep promoting biofuel crops through tax incentives. These crops produce green, locally-produced energy
and provide many jobs to Upstate New Y ork. This package of billswill be aboon to our state’s vibrant
farms.”

Senator Tom O'Mara (R-C, Big Flats) said: "We need to keep taking actions that keep our farmers
competitive for the long haul. That includes encouraging our federal representatives to take every step they
can to level the playing field with our Canadian neighbors who currently impose a strict and unreasonable
tariff that keeps New Y ork wines out of that potentially lucrative international market. We can’t risk New
York State's farmers being taxed, regulated and priced out of business. The *Grown in New York’ planis
abold, common sense blueprint to keep New Y ork a proud and strong agricultural state.”

Senator Patrick M. Gallivan (R-C-I, EIma), said: “Agriculture is New Y ork’s most important industry and
one of its most diverse, impacting every individual and family in the state. The Grown in New Y ork plan
will help ease the tax burden on family farms, and eliminate the costly bureaucratic redundancies and red
tape that continue to stifle growth. Thisis adynamic and forward-thinking approach that recognizes the
immense economic potential of agriculture and agri-business for New Y ork State and will allow this
important sector to expand and thrive for generations to come.”

Senator Michael Ranzenhofer (R-C-1, Amherst) said: "As the number one industry in the state, our family
farms do more than just feed New Y orkers. They are responsible for providing food for people across our
nation and all over the world. Like many other energy-using businesses, the costs of doing business for
many family farmsisincreasingly burdened by high utility bills. That iswhy it isimperative to repeal the
18-a assessment, lowering the cost of doing business, because when farmers prosper so does New Y ork's
economy.”

Senator James L. Seward (R-C-1, Oneonta) said, “Farmers deal with countless challenges every day and
initiatives that ease their financial burden while enhancing safety are vital. The Rollover Protection
System (ROPS) Rebate Program fits the bill, hel ping retrofit over 1,100 tractors with lifesaving equipment
since its inception. Tractor rollovers are the primary cause of farm fatalities, the use of ROPS and a
seatbelt reduces the risk of injury by 99 percent. State support of this program can mean the difference
between life and death on the farm.”

Senator David J. Valesky said: “New Y ork State produces high-quality agricultural products, and it makes
perfect sense to highlight them in the thousands of restaurants across the state. The Dine: Pride of New

Y ork program will benefit the agricultural and restaurant industries, both extremely important to the

state’ s economy.”

Additional details of "Grown in New Y ork" can be found
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