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$30 Million in State Funding Will Support Economic Development and I nfrastructure | mprovementsin
Communities Surrounding Onondaga Lake

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today unveiled the details of the Onondaga L ake Revitalization program that will create
economic opportunity in Onondaga County and the Central New Y ork region. In his 2014-15 Executive Budget, the
Governor proposed $30 million in state funding to support economic development and infrastructure improvements for
the communities surrounding Onondaga L ake, which includes brownfield remediation projects, infrastructure
investments to encourage new housing and business opportunities, and enhancements to the Onondaga | akefront that
will increase access and provide new recreational opportunities for New Y orkers and visitors. The Governor took atour

today with local elected officials to see the sites of proposed projectsin the Village of Solvay firsthand.

“This year, we are continuing to focus on the revitalization of Upstate New Y ork by leveraging state resources to spur
new economic opportunities and job creation for communities like Onondaga County, Governor Cuomo said. “The
exciting economic development strategy we are unveiling today for the Onondaga L ake Revitalization program includes
building a world-class performance arts center, major infrastructure improvements, and investmentsin the Village of
Solvay. These projects will help boost the local tourism industry and make the area a premier destination to attract new
business and enhance the lives of residents — growing the whole region of Central New Y ork. | ook forward to working

with our partnersin the Legislature and local government to make this vision areality.

Thefirst phase of the Onondaga L ake Revitalization program includes projects totaling $100.3 million that would be
funded by $30 million from New Y ork State, as well as resources from the federal government and local funds

including a portion of Oneida casino payments. These projects include:


https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/economic-development

“Lakehouse Concert Pavilion Performance Arts Center: $50 million for the construction of a*“Lakehouse Concert
Pavilion Performance Arts Center across from the New Y ork State Fair Grounds in the Village of Solvay. Onondaga
County would construct an indoor pavilion for up to 7,500 seats and alawn area on aformer landfill overlooking the

|ake.

Infrastructure Improvements $20 million for infrastructure improvements including improvements to wastewater

treatment facilities and brownfield clean-up to open manufacturing sites for future business devel opment.

Revitalization of Village of Solvay:

- $10 million for housing projects within Solvay including: $5 million for the construction of a new senior housing
facility, and $5 million for leveraging against public/private funding of new housing projects and rehabilitation of

existing housing projects;

- $1.8 million for road reconstruction and enhancement including: $1.2 million to enhance the intersection of
Milton Ave and Bridge Street in the heart of the Solvay business district, and $600,000 to make streetscape

enhancements from Cogswell Aveto Bailey Street in Solvay;
- $2 million for the demoalition of blighted properties in targeted area of Solvay;
- $2 million in matching grants of up to $20,000 for residential homeowner improvements;

- $2 million in matching grants of up to $25,000 for business facade improvements on Milton Ave, Bridge Street,

or Charles Ave; and

- $1 million for a competitive grant program for new businesses that open in the targeted economic devel opment

Zone.

New York State Fair: $7 million for Bridge Street streetscape improvementsto link the Fair to the Lakefront.

Onondaga Creekwalk: $3 million for the completion of the Onondaga Creekwalk, an existing loop along the lake
connecting the communities of Liverpool, Solvay, Lakeland and the City of Syracuse. The project is currently 75

percent completed.

Water Taxisin the lnner Harbor:



- $1 million for the creation of water taxi docks at Onondaga L ake Park, Syracuse Inner Harbor and the Honeywell

boat landing to allow water taxi travel to and from the Performing Arts Center

- $500,000 for the purchase of 5 water taxis

The Onondaga L ake Revitalization program also includes a second phase of projects. Expected projectsinclude $7.5
million for the reconstruction of Milton Avenue, which isin poor condition, from the City of Syracuse to Camillus. In
addition, the program proposes $5 million for exterior improvements to the New Y ork State Fairgrounds Campus such
as signage, streetscapes, and bicycle access, aswell as $2.5 million for wastewater treatment improvements to the New

York State Fair that will incorporate green infrastructure and upgrade existing gray infrastructure.

Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney said, “Governor Cuomo continues to show his commitment to
revitalizing the Upstate economy. Thisinvestment in Solvay and Geddes will bring about real change in our community
by alowing jobs to be created and is an example of what we accomplish when we all work together. On behalf of our

community | thank Governor Cuomo for supporting us and bringing this significant investment to our community.

Onondaga County L egislature Chair Ryan McMahon said, “The Governor’ s investment in Onondaga County is exciting
news for the community and the entire region. The revitalization of the communities surrounding Onondaga L ake will
create jobs for Central New Y orkers as well as make the area a top destination for tourists to visit and businesses to
locate. Thiswill position Onondaga County for growth for years to come. | thank the Governor for his efforts on this

important project.

Senator John A. DeFrancisco said, “ This proposed revitalization project will help bring new life to the western side of
Onondaga L ake and to the Geddes and Solvay communities. It will also help to generate jobs. | applaud the Governor

for making an important investment in the future of Central New Y ork’s economy."

Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli said, “ Governor Cuomo has stated his commitment to bringing jobs and invigorating the
economy of upstate New Y ork. He has demonstrated his commitment through projects like this onein the
Solvay/Geddes area of Onondaga County and through his proposed tax relief plans for homeowners and upstate

manufacturersin this current budget. | look forward to working with the Governor to accomplish these goals.

Village of Solvay Mayor Ron Benedetti said, “It was a pleasure to have Governor Cuomo visit Solvay today and see
firsthand the great potential we have here to grow and prosper. The Onondaga L ake Revitalization program includes
important components for our village such as building and renovating housing projects and major infrastructure
improvements that have been long needed. We are so excited about the Governor’s commitment to our community and



look forward to working with him to move this revitalization project forward.

Town of Geddes Supervisor Manny Falcone said, “ The Onondaga L ake Revitalization program is abold plan to spur
economic development in our region, and | am very excited that Governor Cuomo is helping to move the project
forward. Thisisamajor investment in our community — one that will help generate increased tourism revenue and bring
new jobsto the region. Thisis agreat example of how state and local governments can work together for the betterment

of theregion, and | look forward to seeing the shovels in the ground.

Robert Simpson, President & CEO, CenterState CEO, said, “ The Central New Y ork Regional Economic Devel opment
Council identified our region’'s waterfront as spectacular assets in need of reclamation and reinvestment. Once a
dumping ground for industry of a bygone age, Onondaga L ake is being reborn as a true anchor asset for the
communities that surround it. Today's announcement continues Governor Cuomo's substantial investments to improve
public access to our Lake and leverage the transformative potential of our waterfront.
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