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Senator Peralta: Disappointed and Infuriated DREAM Act was
taken out of the budget. “New York State and DREAMers lost out
today”
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State Senator Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), the lead sponsor of the Senate Dream Act bill in the Senate,
said he was extremely disappointed and infuriated because the DREAM Act was taken out of the State’s
budget. “It'sdgavu al over again,” he said.

But Senator Peralta noted that who really lost today with this unfair and unjust action were New Y ork
State and the DREAMers. “New Y ork State and the DREAMers have redly lost out today, again. New

Y ork State because we had an opportunity to really live up to our distinction of being a state of innovators
and progressive thinkers, and the DREAMers because they had hoped to attend and graduate college and
pave the way for the next generation.”

Senator Peralta added, “1, as well as many others, were extremely disappointed, infuriated and devastated
by this move.”

Senator Peralta blamed the Republicans for the exclusion of the DREAM Act from the budget. “ Another
year of false fear mongering propaganda led by the Senate majority, perpetuating an intolerant and
xenophobic ideology that the sky will fall if we allow these undocumented kids to receive money from the
Tuition Assistance Program (TAP). Republicans are just promoting lies,” Senator Peralta said.

The DREAM Act will cost up to $27 millions in an almost $142 billion budget. “ To understand how
illogical Republicans are on thisissue, the Dream Act will pay for itself in afew years. And to trandate
into what it would cost to help undocumented college students for taxpayers, it amounts to 87 cents a year.
Y ou cannot even buy a cup of coffee with 87 cents,” Senator Peraltasaid.
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Senator Peralta called on Governor Andrew Cuomo to use his political clout, just like he did with
Marriage Equality, the Safe Act and even ethicsreform. “1 call upon the Governor to keep his promise and
use his political capital to ensure that the DREAM Act is passed before the end of this session,” Senator
Peraltasaid. “I will do anything in my power to help Governor Cuomo make the DREAM Act areality
and right awrong for our DREAMers.”
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