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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

1 am disheamened, as I imag.
ine many New Yorkers are, over
the Senate and Assembly’s inac-
ton on crigical begistation that
woiuld give adult adopress much
easier access 1o thedr birth cemif
icate and medical history. Cur
rently, Mew York adoption Laws
prevent adoptees from obtaining
this information unbess they go
through the judicial system.

Under the Bill of Adoptee
Rights (529004909 that 1 am
proud to sponsor with Assembly-
man David Weprin (Quscns),
adult adoptess inm New York State
apge 18 and older would be able
to obtain a copy of their origi-
nal birth cemificates and a mad-
ical history form from the NYS

am intermmediry.

The Bill of Adoptee Rights has
garnered widespread support over
the past several years due in large
par uo the advecacy work aof New
York Statewide Adoption Reform’s
Unsealed Indtiative, led b!- Jehn
Bahs, 3 reanited birth mother and
founder of Manhartan Birth Par
enls Supp-mt Gmup.

Bahr contends, “Binth parents
were not promised confidentiali-
Iy; Lhere were no promises of any
kind. We were told not to 'dismpt’
the home of the adoptive family
and to go home and forget about
ie. The only paper we signed was
a surrender paper which temi
nated our parental rights. Mo oth-
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certificate as well family medical
recards and does so with respect
to birth parents who will have the
option to file 3 contact preference
if thiey choose s, In addition, it al-
lows adoptees to gain knowledge
of their religious and ethnic heri-
tage and access 1o medical infor-
mation that may be necessary for
preventive health cre and illness-
es that are linked 1o family history
and genetics.

This bill deserves to be
brought to the foll Senate and As-
sembly for 2 vote, and | urpe every
New Yorker vo express support for
the bill, and ask legislative leaders
to take action MOW!




