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Dear Participant, 

Thank you for your wonderful contribution to the Thanksgiving Day Creative Celebration.

We received outstanding poems, essays, and artwork that exemplify the creativity of New

York State’s young people. 



The submissions received are remarkable in what they represent – showing gratitude and

respect for family, friends, our troops fighting overseas, and many other important subjects

and activities. I am humbled and honored to see such inspiring contributions in response to

what is a deceptively difficult question: “What are you thankful for?” 

Sincerely,

Senator Kenneth P. LaValle

Edna Louise Spear Elementary School

Paige Braile

Giancarol Cattagirone

Massimo Cipriano

Kenneth Dixon-Lanza
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Sapphire Perera
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Noah Teaney

Lucas Welinder

Peggy Yin

Hampton Bays Elementary School

Hayden Bevis

James Clinton
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Charles Holzman
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Cooper Shay
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Adnan Abdrabbo

J.P. Amaden

Sebastian Avila

Kristina Baratta

Kaylee Dalian

Samantha Dean

Madison Elflein

Camryn Hatch

Silas Jones

Richy Perez

Sophia Sanchez

Nicole Velez

Erin Waldron
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Justine Herbold
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Christian Alicea
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Nicholas Leone
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Julianna Campo
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Joseph Jurgens
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