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"Bishops Take Education Credit Fight
to Albany" is in the Tablet this week
about my bill S. 6808.
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helping stndents, and [ pray for their
sake that our efforts are sucoesshul.
The tme to pass this bill is now” said
Cardinsl Dolen. "With the support of
=0 many of our state's great labar
unions and business leaders, and so
many of my brothers and sisters in
ministry, [ think we have a great
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Reluted Editorial, Page 15

The bill that the bishops are
I)i:H!-‘Ig LS m, ﬁ.lﬁz'ﬁ-q_] is spon-
sored by Senator Martin Golden (R-
Brooklyn) and Assembly Member
Michael Cusick (D-Staten Island). It
would create a tax credit for those
who make a charitable donatien for
edocationsl purposes.

The bishaps sec this as a reason-
able request since New York State
already provides tax credhits for many
other purposes.

Low-income and middleclass
students would henefit directly from
wp o $150 million in anmal charita-
ble mnmhuti:uu o nan—prli:\lt s heal-
arship organmations providing toition
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St Matthize and all across New York ™

The state’s Catholic schook are
facing a oisis. While demand is stall
high, familis incresingly are unshls
1w alferd 'I'.ll:lil:i«:ln|| which has rmen to
keep pace with costs Decades agn,
these schools were largely staffed by
religiows sikxters and brothers, which is
0o longer the case, leading to dramat-
ically higher payrolls

School Closures

As a result, more tham 250
Catholic schools in New York Stte
have dosed statewide over the last 20
years alone.

Recently the Diocese of Buffalo
announced 2 new round of double-
digit schoal closings at the end of the
current school year

“IF this proposal had alresdy been

lsw, | =m convinced we in the Diocsss

Albany. Below, Bishop Nicholas DiMaraio thanks Sen. Golden for his work on

the Educatsen Investment Incentve Act

of Buffaln wouldn't be deing 10
schook in June,” sid Buffilo Bishop
Richard Malone. “How many more
fine schook must we lose? For the
sake of all children, the education
investment tax credit must pass”
More than 65 organizations -
labosr wmicwns, community proups, busi-
ness groups, clergy, educstors and oth-
ers — have signed on in suppart. The
initiative & sponsored by two-thirds of
the Assembly Democratic majority,
induding leaders of the Black, Puerto
Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legaslative
Cansrvm. It hiss passed previonsdy in the
Senate with overwhelming
from Democrats and Republicans, and
has beem induded in the Senate's
budget resohation

"The Education Ivestment Tax

.

York State Bishops this year, for a ssm-
ple resmson: If a child cannet access a
quality educstion, whether in 3 pub-
lic, religious or charter school, then he
or she will not sucored in life. The evi-
dence of this is desr” ssil Bishop



