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"Bishops Take Education Credit Fight to Albany" is in the Tablet
this week about my bill S. 6808.

MARTIN J. GOLDEN  March 21,

helping stondents, and [ pray for their
sake that our efforts are sucorsshul
The ttme to pass this bill is now,” sad
Cardinsl Dolen. "With the support of
so many of our state’s great labor
unions and business leaders, and so
many of my brothers and sisters in
ministry, | think we have a great
chance to do sa”

Related Editorial, Page 15

The bill that the bishops are
backing (56808, A.1826-C) is spomn-
sored by Senator Martin Golden (R-
Brooklyn) and Assembly Member
Michael Cusick (D-S5taten lsland). It
would create a tax credit for those
who make a charitable donation for
educstions] purposes.

The bishops sec this as a reason-
able request since New York State
already provides tax credits for mamy
other purposes.

Low-income and middleclass
up o §150 million in snnusl cherits-
ble contributions to nen-profit schol-
arship organations providing toition

2014

St Matthias, and all acrums New York”
The state’s Catholic schooks are
facing a orisiz. While demand is stall

these schools were largely staffed by
religious sikters and brothers, which is
no longer the case, leading to dramat-
scally higher payrolls
School Closures

As a result, more tham 250
Catholic schools in New York State
have dosed statewide over the last 20
years, dozens of them in the past few
years alone.

Recently the Diocese of Buffalo
announced 3 new round of double-
digit schoal closings at the end of the
current school year

“IF this proposal had alresdy been

law, | am convinced we in the Diocsss

Albany. Below, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio thanks Sen. Golden for his work on

the Educatien Investment Incentve Act

of Buffsln woulin't be deming 10
schoob in June,” said Buffalo Bishop
Richard Malone. “How many more
fine schoolk must we los=? For the
sake of all children, the educstion
investrnent tax credit must pass”
More than 65 organizations —
Inhaor unions, community proups, buosi-

Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legaslative
Cansrus. It has passed previously in the
Senate with overwhelming support
from Democrats and Republicans, and
has been induded in the Senate's
busdget resohation

"The Education knvestment Tax

Credit i the top priority of the NMew
York State Bishops this year, for a ssm-
ple resson: if a child cannot access a



