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ROBERT G. ORTT  November 22, 2016

Dear Participant,

Thank you for your wonderful contribution to the Thanksgiving Day Creative Celebration.

We received outstanding poems, essays, and artwork that exemplify the creativity of New

York State’s young people.

The submissions received are remarkable in what they represent – showing gratitude and

respect for family, friends, our troops fighting overseas, and many other important subjects

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/robert-g-ortt


and activities. I am humbled and honored to see such inspiring contributions in response to

what is a deceptively difficult question: “What are you thankful for?”

On behalf of the New York State Senate, I would like to offer my wholehearted

congratulations to all of the participants in this year’s Thanksgiving Day Creative

Celebration.

Sincerely,

Senator Robert G. Ortt

 

79th Street Elementary School

Emilee Duffy

"Emily," McCarthy

Kayla Putman

Jacob Quarcini

Deanne Reuillard

Christian Academy of WNY

Maria Fell

Shania Rogers

Sarah Warner

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_29.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/2016-11-18_15-29.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_several_things.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/senetor_ortt.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/what_are_i_thankful_for.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/fell.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/rogers.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/warner.pdf


Jonathan Woodward

Clifford Wise Intermediate/middle school

Lillian Wilson

Drake

Reilly carney

Elijah Barnes

haylee brosius

colton dempsey

Autumn Deschamps

ryan grimm

Trevor Harris

ryan huber

hailey kamberaj

Kayden Lee

Brandon Marinelli

skyler privett

skyler privett

skyler privett

skyler privett

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/woodward.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/l_wilson_thankful_drawing0001.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/mirrors.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/t_h_a_n_k_f_u_l_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_2.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/band_aids_colton_5b.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_72.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_86.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_93.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/t_h_a_n_k_f_u_l_2.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_79.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/t_h_a_n_k_f_u_l.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_87.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_90.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_90.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_90.docx


olivia reimer

Jacob Tucker

Ethan Ziehm

Drake Elementary

Kristian Alicea

Dakota Andrews

sukura baker

Aidan Bavaro

Mia Bond

Starleana brisch

Hailey Bronson

Emma Correnti

CHRIS DANIEL

Jackson Drees

Jackson Drees

Lucas Drees

Aaliyah Follendorf

Dylan Gagnon

Dylan Gagnon

Jahnathan Garman

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_91.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/phones.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thank.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/why_i_am_thankful_for_beds.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/dakotashoes.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_96.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanful.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/fire_drills_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_95.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/light_bulbs.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanks_giving_then_and_now_emma.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/hank_t_fui_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_62.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_64.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_6.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_3.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_5.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/coffee.docx


Liam Gebhardt

Sean Goodin-Moeller

Donna Gram

samantha grunthaner

Gabriella Herman

John Hooftallen

isabelle insana

Sienna Janik

Paul Jeras

Alexis Juliano

matthew keleher

Luke Kolbe

Aidan Maher

keoni marazita

Brianna Moore

O'Livieyah Morath

Abby Newson

Abby Newson

Abby Newson

Ariana O'Connell

Liam O'Neill

Mikayla privett

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/t_h_a_n_k_f_u_l_for.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_light_bulbs.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_56.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_for_mittens.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_92.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/coffee_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_now_and_then_but_finished.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/skateboards.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/stuffed_animals_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/mtthewk.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_6.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_7.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_keoni_marazita.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/shoes_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/stuffed_animals.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_2.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_5.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_5.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/dirt.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/dogies.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/potatoes_0.docx


Anthony Putnam

Jacob Riley

Hayden Schmitt

kyler shiesley

Jacob Skoney

Emma Snowman

Monalisa Thompson

Aestarea Truesdale

Shelby Walter

Braydin Weaver

kim wolf

Nathaniel Wydysh

Jack Yackamovich

Drake School

Christopher Chenier

Aiden Dollinger

Madison Francis

Ryder Meyer

Dakota Priore

Scottie Russell

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/dogs_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_band.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/fire_drills.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_85.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_7.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/soap.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_71.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_65.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/t_h_a_n_k_f_u_l_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_82.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_83.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/the_history_of_thanksgiving.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_97.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_back_in_the_day_dakota_priore.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/dogs.docx


Holley Elementary School

Brianna Heberle

Liam Jenks

Aidan Kelley

Chase Kempa

Aro Kruger

Isla Schultz

Cooper Wolf

Meadow

Serenity Castoreno

Nicholas Drabinski

Joseph Gregori

Madison Raby

Aaryn Samsel

Lilly Wilcox

Emily Zander

Zachary Zemrac

Meadow Elementary

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/brianna.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/liam.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/aidan.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/chase.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/aro.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/isla.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/cooper.jpg
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_serenity.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/nick_thankful.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_3.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/aaryn_band-aids_kendt.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/lilly_mae.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_emily_z.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_2.pdf


Rihanna Boehringer

Rihanna Boehringer

Dominic Caccamise

Dylan Carpenter

Elizabeth Duffy

Miranda Farley

Isaac Fesmire

Samantha Holenstein

Joshua Keenan

Patrick McNeill

Casey Reed

Chloe Rydzik

Jacob Schiesser

Daniel Scime

Grace Stimson

Austin Vanderwerf

Meadow Elementary School

Jack Carrasquillo

Natalie Endres

Rylee Mulligan

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_rihanna_lol.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_rihanna_lol_0.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_dom.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/dylan_eee.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/ellie.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/miranda_3e.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/isaac56k.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/samanthaholenstein_grade5.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/joshua_keenan_5g.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/what_i_1.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/casey_thanksgiving.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/chloe_3e_for_ellmen.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/pretzels_jacob_schiesser_kendt.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_have_many_things_to_be_thankful_for_daniel_scime.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/grace3e.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/austin_vanderwerf_0.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_by_jack.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/natalie_5g.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanful_for_essay_rm.pdf


North Tonawanda

allison behm

Ohio Elementary

Chloe Bullen

Matthew Cake

Rachel CONWAY

Annabelle Crago

Meghan Cress

Gianna D'Agostino

Kira Gajewksi

Mason Gioeli

Samuel Heim

Taj Kateli

Natalie M.

Alyssa Marella

bilal mukhtasimov

maxwell peeron

Angelina Ratzel

Angelina Ratzel

Angelina Ratzel

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_73.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/silence_chloe.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/matthew_cake_thanksgiving_then_and_now.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/friends.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/annabelle_thanksgiving.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/first_thanksgiv9ng.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_8.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/why_im_thankful_for_the_sun_kira.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/sports.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/the_first_thanksgiving_feast_sam.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_taj_kateli.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_natalie.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_now_vs_then_ally_marella.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/backpacks_bilal.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/shoes_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/blankets.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/blankets_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/blankets_1.docx


Angelina Ratzel

Tyler Starr

Dakota Stefano-Guzenski

Taytlyn Stiehl

Marina Tupchik

Ohio Elementary School

Isabela Alessandrs

Jasur Badalov

Brooke Barone

Teagan Batt

warren bennett

Dominic Burgess

Audrianna Calderon

James Campas

Paige Colegrove

Owen Denniston

mark ewart

colby hadden

Emma Harnden

Emma Harnden

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/blankets_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/football.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/jackets.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/edication_meeeee.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_6.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_isabela.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/soccer_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_5.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_3.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_2.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgivingthe_big_thanksgiving_feast_was_held_in_1621.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/school.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_my_brain.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_paige.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_89.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_60.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_started_in_1621_with_the_pilgrims_and_the_indians.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/emma_harnden_thanksgiving_then_and_now.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/emma_harnden_thanksgiving_then_and_now_0.docx


Ethan Harris

Evan Johnson

Gabriel Kaiser

kevin keidel

Ariana Kennedy

Gabe Meister

Tessa Moderacki

Gwendolyn moran

Ariana Parmer

Ariana Parmer

Brenna Penfold

Brenna Penfold

Brenna Penfold

Gianna Ratzel

Gianna Ratzel

Claire Rizzo

Joseph Shapiro

Meredith Shaver

Damon Staub

Ava Sumi

Nathan Wetzel

Tara Yanacek

https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_88.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/sports_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_12345.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/the_first_thanksgiving.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/the_first_thanksgiving_took_place_in_november_on_1621.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankgiving.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/tm_thanksgiving_essay.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/stuffed_animals_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_48.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_49.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_blankets.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_blankets_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/i_am_thankful_for_blankets_0.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_gianna_ratzel.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_gianna_ratzel.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_6.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/the_first_thanksgiving_was_in_1621_joseph_shapiro.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_94.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_then_and_now_1.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thankful_100.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/thanksgiving_now_vs_then.docx
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/webform/thankful-2016/chicken_wings.docx


Ohio School

anna bass

Skyla Behrens

Jesse Bennett

kenadi butcher

Natalie Caccamise

Madison Cocklin

sean conti

sean conti

Paige Cress

Paige Cress

Aryanna Debellaistre

Marissa Fiorentino

Amber Gambino

Grace Giesing

mason goraj

juliana haacker

Haley Hebeler

journee hughey
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