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Volunteer First Responders' Sacrifice Receives Recognition From
The State Senate

CATHARINE YOUNG  January 24, 2017
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NYS Senate ™ "
HELPING OUR HEROES

ALBANY - Volunteer first responders provide our communities with an invaluable resource,
responding to life-threatening emergencies at a moment’s notice, while also saving
hardworking taxpayers billions of dollars that would otherwise add to the local property tax

burden. Regrettably, for some, this service can come at a cost to their personal health.


https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/catharine-young/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/volunteer-firefighters
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/first-responders

To address the health issues confronting first responders, Senator Catharine Young (R,C,I-
57th District) today joined her Senate colleagues to pass legislation that would improve

health care coverage, and protect families in the case of a tragic accident.

“Our dedicated volunteer firefighters set aside their personal health and safety to assist
others in need. They never waver in their commitment, sacrificing precious time with their
families to respond to an alarm, no matter the hour of day. They deserve our highest respect

and admiration,” said Senator Young.

Senate Bill 1411, co-sponsored by Senator Young, would expand presumptive cancer coverage
for certain types of cancers that have a higher rate in volunteer interior firefighters. The bill
recognizes that overexposure to smoke and toxic fumes increases the risk of firefighters
contracting certain types of cancers, including cancers of the digestive, hematological,

lymphatic, urinary, prostate, neurological, breast and reproductive systems.

“Volunteer firefighters face the same hazardous conditions when fighting fires as their paid
firefighter colleagues, and it is only right that they have the same health care coverage. We
know a greater number of firefighters are being diagnosed with cancer, and medical studies
continue to conclude that firefighters are at a significantly higher risk for many types of
cancer. This legislation will address these critical health issues, honoring the service of our
volunteer first responders, and bringing them in line with their paid colleagues,” Senator

Young said.

Due to reports in recent years of a number of instances in which payment of death benefits
under the Volunteer Firefighter Benefits Law (VEBL) were delayed, the Senate also passed
Senate Bill 1195. Under the legislation, families of volunteer firefighter and volunteer
ambulance workers who are killed in the line of duty, would receive payment of death

benefits within 90 days of the filing of the application to receive such benefits.


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1411
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1195

Senator Young said, “The loss of a family member can cause significant financial hardship,
and these delays only cause further stress and anxiety. Volunteer firefighters and ambulance
workers should rest assured that if anything should happen to them, their families will

receive the support they are due.”

According to a 2015 report by FASNY, New Yorkers save more than $3.8 billion each year due
to the services provided by the state’s volunteer fire departments. FASNY's study also
concluded that if the state switched to an all-paid fire service, an additional 30,822
firefighters would need to be hired and more than 1,300 stations would have to be built new
or reconstructed. It would cost about $5.95 billion to acquire the necessary structures,
vehicles and equipment, and property taxes across the state could rise by about 26.5 percent

on average to cover the added cost.
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Relates to the New York state volunteer firefighter gap coverage cancer disability benefits
act

January 09, 2017

Signed by Governor
Sponsored by Joseph A. Griffo
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1411/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1411/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/joseph-griffo
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1195
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Establishes the payment of certain volunteer firefighter and volunteer ambulance worker
death benefits shall be within ninety days of the filing of application to receive such death
benefit

January 06, 2017

In Senate Committee Rules

Sponsored by Tony Avella


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1195
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1195
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S1195
https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/rules
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/tony-avella/landing

