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Senator Velmanette Montgomery Introduces

““Raise The Age” Legislation

g

A.4876/S.4157 passed the Assembly and is the Raise the Age proposal supported by the
Assembly Speaker, his Assembly Majority, the Senate Democratic Conference as well asthe
Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic & Asian Legislative Caucus.


https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/raise-age
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/juvenile-justice-reform
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/criminal-justice-reform

While the Governor has offered an alternative version as part of his Executive budget

proposal, there are some significant differences between the two bills

0 S. 4157 would Raise the Age for non-violent youth offendersto 18-yearsold on January 1, 2018;
while the Governor’s proposal would stagger theraiseto 17-yearsold on January 1, 2018 and then

18-yearsold on January 1, 2020 (This time difference would have an enormous impact on the
approximately 28,000 children who are charged as adults annually; 70% of these children are

charged with misdemeanors).

0 S.4157 also makes provisions for youth with mental disabilitiesand who are unableto stand trial,
but the Governor’s plan does not addressthisissue.

o When it comesto sealing recordsto help youthful offenders move past their indiscretions after
they servether sentence, the Governor’s plan would require a 10-year wait to seal records, S4157
has a 1-year wait for misdemeanors and a 3-year wait for felonies.

o Thegovernor’sbill also hasa higher number of offensesthat youth can still be charged with asan
adult.

0 Senator Montgomery'sbill requiresall vehicle and traffic violations be handled in Family Court,
the Governor’sbill still hastraffic and vehicle violations assigned to Criminal Court; and still has
chargesfor ssimple drug possession, also assigned to Criminal Court. Aswe movetoward
decriminalization of marijuana, Raise the Age legislation must reflect this.

These distinctions between the two bills are meaningful, and that iswhy Senator Montgomery urges
the Senate M gjority Coalition to follow the Assembly’slead and bring S. 4157 to thefloor for a
vote.

For more info, download the chart comparing the two Raise the Age proposals.
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S4157
https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/judiciary
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/velmanette-montgomery/landing

