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New Law Gives Prosecutors More Tools to Combat Hate
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Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today signed legislation allowing prosecutor sto increase penalties
against those who make bomb threats against community centers.

Thislegislation wasin direct responseto the significant number of bomb threats called into Jewish
Community Centersin New York and acrossthe country. It will makeit clear that individualsthat
falsely make bomb threatsto a community center can be charged with a public order offense which
Is, at a minimum, a class A misdemeanor punishable by up to ayear in jalil.

Previoudly, this charge pertained to offensesthat took place on highways, transportation facilities,
schools, places of amusement, parks, playgrounds, and hallways, lobbies and other portions of,
apartment houses and hotels not constituting roomsor apartments designed for actual residence.


https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/hate-crimes

Thisbill (A.7198A/S.5512) expands that list to include community centers.

Senator Patrick M. Gallivan said, " We should not tolerate acts of racism or hatred, or those
cowar ds who make unfounded threats on community spaces. Thislegisation clarifiesand extends
the penaltiesfor these appalling actions. Cracking down on threatsto public spaceswill create a
greater sense of security and safety for our children and our families. | am pleased that Gover nor
Cuomo took swift action in signing this bill into law."

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin said, " Therecent wave of hate and vitriol that has swept this state and
thisnation isintolerable and in New York, we stand strong with our values of tolerance, kindness
and empathy. This new law will ensurethat any individual who seeksto instill fear into New
Yorkerswill beserved justice- | commend Governor Cuomo for signing thislegislation to protect
everyone across New York State."
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