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ISSUE: VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS, CANCER COVERAGE 

Senator John E. Brooks stood with fellow volunteer firefighters today to call on

the Governor to support presumptive cancer coverage for New York State’s volunteer

firefighters.

Currently, New York volunteer firefighters with a cancer diagnosis face escalating medical

bills and the possibility of lost wages as they become increasingly sicker. While New York’s

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/volunteer-firefighters
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/cancer-coverage


career firefighters have presumptive cancer coverage, there is no formal safety net in place

now to help the volunteer firefighters when they need it most.

Senator Brooks said, “As a past chief of the Seaford Fire Department, I’m well aware of the

day to day risks facing our volunteer firefighters. Firefighters’ service takes many forms of

sacrifice, and it is the state’s responsibility to ensure that we are there for our volunteers

when health needs arise. With this bill, we have the opportunity to better protect volunteers

who may be facing a serious impairment to their health due to their firefighting service.  I

urge Governor Cuomo to immediately sign this legislation into law and look after those who

have done so much to look after us.”

Firefighters are significantly more likely to develop many types of cancer than the general

population, beyond lung cancer, largely due to the high levels of carcinogens and other

toxins found in burning buildings and hazardous environments. Dangerous byproducts of

combustion firefighters face in every fire include many chemicals and toxins absorbed

directly through the skin. Even soot is a Group Carcinogen, and is on the list of the worst

possible carcinogenic offenders according to the International Agency on Research

for Cancer.

The bill expands existing coverage under the Volunteer Firefighter Benefit Law to

include cancer of the digestive, hematological, lymphatic, urinary, prostate, neurological,

breast and reproductive systems. Exposure to smoke and toxic fumes through volunteer

firefighting creates a greater risk of cancer in many other parts of the body as well as the

lungs; this bill attempts to cover the various bodily systems at risk due to toxic exposure.

Brooks concluded, “Volunteer firefighters are always on call and there to help when we most

need them. They leave their families and homes to respond to others in their most dire

moments. They risk their lives to protect us. It’s time we protect them.”
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Do you support this bill?
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