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ISSUE: TELEMARKETING, STATE OF EMERGENCY 

(Garden City, NY) – They are the most annoying and frustrating calls—telemarketers trying

to sell you something. The calls come in early morning, late nights and weekends. Those

doing the soliciting are getting savvy, contacting more people on their cell phones.

One way that Senator Kevin Thomas wants to halt the disruption is with a bill (S4020)

prohibiting the invasive sales calls during a state of emergency or disaster emergency.

“It’s bad enough to get these calls at all hours, but when people attempt to cash in on a

catastrophic event, it is a warranted bother. Our full attention needs to be dealing with the

urgency and recovery aftermath, not a telemarketer.”

Calls to any person residing in a county, city, town or village under a declared state of

emergency or disaster would be forbidden. 

“My hope is this legislation will stem the tide of this rude invasion of privacy,” Senator

Thomas added.

The bill advanced to the Consumer Protection Committee, which Senator Thomas chairs. A

companion bill is in the Assembly. It would take effect immediately upon Governor Cuomo

signing it into law.

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/telemarketing
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/state-emergency
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Prohibits telemarketers from knowingly placing unsolicited telemarketing sales calls during

a state of emergency or disaster emergency

February 25, 2019

Senate Floor Calendar  

Sponsored by Kevin Thomas

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4020/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4020/amendment/original
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