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State Senator Velmanette Montgomery submits testimony to Community Board 2
regarding Alloy Development and the NYC Educational Construction Fund's applications to
rezone 80 Flatbush Avenue. Alloy Development's proposal for 80 Flatbush Avenue is located
in the residential neighborhood of Boerum Hill and is bounded by Flatbush and Third

Avenues and State and Schermerhorn Streets.

In her testimony, Senator Montgomery stated:

g

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the applications to rezone 80 Flatbush
Avenue as proposed by Alloy Development and the New York City Educational Construction
Fund (ECF). Let me begin by saying that | am unequivocally against using public resources
to support the proposed devel opment of 80 Flatbush Avenue.


https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/velmanette-montgomery/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/community-development
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/housing-development
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/education
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/public-assets
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/infrastructure-and-government-investment

y

While | recognize the extensive capital needs of the Khalil Gibran International Academy and
support the involvement of the Fifth Avenue Committee on this project, the overstated public
benefits do not outweigh the potential damage to our community and the millionsin lost
property tax revenue. Limited government resources should be used to support non-profit
housing organizations that build truly affordable housing for a fraction of the cost.

g

| stand with my constituents and the community in saying, enough is enough. We aretired of
the destruction of the social fabric of our neighborhoods, the displacement of longtime
residents and the gentrification that has changed Brooklyn from a borough of brownstones to
a borough of skyscrapers.

g

Our seniors can no longer afford to stay in their homes and our children cannot afford to live
in the neighborhoods where they were raised. 60,000 New Yorkers live in shelters and
millions of workers who are the backbone of our economy struggle against the tide of
homelessness. The very culture, character, and spirit of our neighborhoods that attracted
people to come hereis dying and developments like 80 Flatbush are killing it.

g

Let me be clear. | am not against development. | am against socially irresponsible, out of
scale, over development. | am against taxpayers subsidizing private devel opers under the
guise of public benefits. | am against myopic city planning that evaluates projects individually
rather than within the context of community development. | am against homeowners and

small business owners bearing the weight of escalating property tax bills because new
development projects are exempted from contributing to city and state tax coffers for decades.



| am against the lack of planning that enables massive devel opment projects to be built
without consideration for the burdens placed on New York City' s aging infrastructure.

g

Last July, Assemblywoman Joanne Smon and | submitted joint comments on the Draft Scope
of Work for the Preparation of the Environmental Impact Satement for this site. We are
disappointed that our request for the expansion of the proposed study area from 400 feet to at
least (1) square mile was not granted. For a project of this size, which triples the FAR of an
as-of-right development under a C6-2 zoning, 400 feet is entirely too small to adequately
evaluate the impact of this proposed development on its surrounding area. | urge everyone to
read our scoping comments which detail our numerous concerns about this project.

g

| am also troubled that the project’s final scope of work confirms that although “ the proposed
project would add new population which could have a higher average household income than
the average household income in the study area, the proposed project would not introduce or
accelerate the existing trend of changing socioeconomic conditions. Thereisalready a
readily observable trend toward higher incomes, new market-rate residential development,
and increasing rentsin the study area.”

g

To acknowledge increased rents and the trend of market rate housing development is to admit
that gentrification is already rampant in our community. However, the most concerning part
isthat ECF essentially admits that because displacement and gentrification already exists and
continues to grow, they have no problem with perpetuating this trend and exasperating the
problem.



y

We should not be forced to accept the larger structures, the public subsidy giveaways, the
inadequate affordable housing and our communities living in permanent shadows. |
respectfully request that Community Board 2 stand with us to reject Alloy Development and
the ECF’ s applications to rezone 80 Flatbush Avenue.

To read Senator Montgomery and Assemblywoman Simon's joint scoping comments,

download the PDF.
To learn more about Senator Montgomery's work on this issue, visit:

https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/articles/velmanette-montgomery/community-board-

2-schedules-public-hearing-8o-flatbush

https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/articles/velmanette-montgomery/senator-

montgomery-and-assemblywoman-simon-submit-joint

https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/articles/velmanette-montgomery/senator-

montgomery-assembly-member-simon-and-council-member

To learn more about how the communty stands on this project, visit:
http://boerumbhillassociation.org/home.aspx

http://historicfortgreene.org
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https://www.mas.org/news/mas-opposed-to-80-flatbush-avenue-rezoning-proposal/

To learn more about the 80 Flatbush Avenue project, visit:
https://www.brownstoner.com/development/brooklyn-development-80-flatbush-avenue-

downtown-brooklyn-public-hearing/

http://www.brooklyneagle.com/articles/2018/3/29/supertall-skyscraper-plan-80-flatbush-ave-

sparks-neighbors-ire

https://bklyner.com/save-our-sunlight-protesters-rally-against-alloys-shadow-casting-

towers/

https://thebridgebk.com/brooklyn-towers-reach-sky-how-big-too-big/

https://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/41/13/dtg-web-80-flatbush-ulurp-hearing-2018-03-30-
bk.html

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/sB3F2DEA-A0C7-4B68-8A5B-
A93EA4E22186/0/DEIS__ECF_80 Flatbush_Avenue_ Parti.pdf
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