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Dear Neighbor,

[ would like to wish you and your family the happiest of holidays!

During these busy weeks, I hope you are finding time to gather with friends and loved ones
to celebrate and share in the joys of the season. Let us also take a moment to remember and
thank our active service members who have sacrificed their family time during the

holidays in order to protect our freedoms.


https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/winter-newsletter

In the body of this newsletter, you will find Helpful Holiday Safety Tips and resources to
help keep you and your family safe this holiday season. Other important updates and

upcoming deadlines are also included.

[t is my honor to continue serving as your voice in the State Senate. As always, don't hesitate
to contact my office with requests for assistance or to share your ideas and suggestions. You

can always reach me at 516-739-1700 or thomas@nysenate.gov.

Best wishes for a joyous holiday season and a peaceful new year,

Senator Kevin Thomas



HOLIDAY SAFETY GUIDE

Courtesy of Senator Thomas

Helpful links to keep you and your family safe this holiday season!

Holiday Safety Tips from the National Safety Council

Safety Guide for Winter Driving

Cyber Security & Safety Tips for Online Shoppers

Holiday Pet Safety Information

Toy Safety Guide from the United States Consumer Protection Safety Commission

Tips for Charitable Giving from the Office of the NYS Attorney General

NYS Charities Bureau Registry Search - Look up a Charity Before You Donate

Other Important Dates & Information

JAN 2,2020 ISTHE DEADLINE TO ENROLL IN THE
INCOME VERIFICATION PROGRAM FOR ENHANCED
STAR.


http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/wf/click?upn=sbDhdI5xVyZ-2F4Ky3VeQINVuy3pCm9wdHGrT4h-2FIsBEYvipr5Y-2BzPRVNz05K6RtGMvWQkVTNSnht3kha8AmsWfqxhfdNotbqYTj-2BpngEoJYLibGlPsd8EHxZu5c0krSY1_6lQBrCTLBo64Tt03Lbht0M0kifQAMk8-2B1m4oW-2BfOUjlA57ZuHYeGR8vwzB2aCZFjo1zKyx6vsDQ76rvlAr1LSg-2BjGkDpIYPYTT-2FyUkdJp7cXvD312DdaQsT2GnsssXWm3qT0HcAiHgl5W7uGxAEQzx09AkX1DJagtNQGajIhFw8e9k80qGrqtq6zevZW6rrUJq-2B33R0HgX4caHXSzuHx7-2FXjgVhloUBAPUd8hFe0VV8iuB8-2BCU5OBTfe4NJcT78DMcGbScQWW1FNVz9MRck5KGF-2Fw6ZsSaP1ZN5N9iVxxXHrSCVOv3fuymnRYV8EP1pYjabM4tMHODYqxqcgxh7zATDbh5zBLWy1jEr1ZGeHSzK2T1MTLh4on0I4IuX5VMi1Zo1dGWeURyRByrPr1rfJJujS-2Fmsi8UU0HzIBQjF22y7SjtKju-2FUQ23vkSPaUROE5qW5Z48lTUnze-2F4ckeMqXJ-2FeDZSS-2FP3tt4uUOZu-2FbV8mHbuK11iYqHFbvT59QLpe0yZMdgToRmvwPlI-2FD7tw6Aw-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/wf/click?upn=sbDhdI5xVyZ-2F4Ky3VeQINVuy3pCm9wdHGrT4h-2FIsBEYvipr5Y-2BzPRVNz05K6RtGMvWQkVTNSnht3kha8AmsWfgivc35EqbCG7ZcuVYlrhxd5uG15tupk6m-2BqyNggHmAO_6lQBrCTLBo64Tt03Lbht0M0kifQAMk8-2B1m4oW-2BfOUjlA57ZuHYeGR8vwzB2aCZFjo1zKyx6vsDQ76rvlAr1LSg-2BjGkDpIYPYTT-2FyUkdJp7cXvD312DdaQsT2GnsssXWm3qT0HcAiHgl5W7uGxAEQzx09AkX1DJagtNQGajIhFw8e9k80qGrqtq6zevZW6rrUJq-2B33R0HgX4caHXSzuHx7-2FXjgVhloUBAPUd8hFe0VV8iuB8-2BCU5OBTfe4NJcT78DMcGbScQWW1FNVz9MRck5KMulsBGcCvLpwKjRR6jKyjtfTkmxWuo6sM8IF6BS-2FncogmW5HOn6-2FqTjTZsIazuSrNHG-2FMAbsHofatabFams0w2Q61gjj1f3Pc9JLUwNtDmcs5DfdKzioFq9rlmjaKpEUQH-2FLg7aDXgkzMBrA3Fz6WTDlG5xM-2FEtaIZzSWuHRrEPuYpDkFu-2FwDhqWbUDEOvIZK6AjY1L1hAv8chKV2tW78US7jCMcIHHo5KaHintGDIKeLCPzWhUgS4Cu1JAxMuHKw-3D-3D
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*New for 2019* If you are applying or reapplying for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you
must enroll in the Income Verification Program (IVP). You only need to enroll once, and
you'll receive the exemption each year, as long as you're eligible. You will not need to reapply

for the exemption or provide copies of your tax returns to your local assessor.
How to Enroll:

Nassau County homeowners: Submit Form RP-425-IVP along with the county's Enhanced
STAR Property Tax Exemption Application (visit Nassau County: Exemption Forms). Submit
both forms to the address on page 2 of the county form by January 2. For assistance, contact

the Nassau County Department of Assessment at 516-571-1500.

[f you have additional questions about the STAR Program, please see my STAR Program

STAR

FAQ!

Program

" Pics of the Sixth" High School Photo Contest


http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/wf/click?upn=sbDhdI5xVyZ-2F4Ky3VeQINXIU5NJaD6228fpNC9NJOb3X-2FiOrMvyznQYfGRb5Rmi816RDZs4InruQXCXg8n3jU2Jr-2B-2BYiO8wmEurB6MyiNdk9hzrz9QFfISrKbr9GqpfFoQ-2FyBAWZJAdIdnDF-2BL7CjJMFdOnyxYgQq4XECE-2BkmKyJteFyd99veQ5KSSRiYZz8_6lQBrCTLBo64Tt03Lbht0M0kifQAMk8-2B1m4oW-2BfOUjlA57ZuHYeGR8vwzB2aCZFjo1zKyx6vsDQ76rvlAr1LSg-2BjGkDpIYPYTT-2FyUkdJp7cXvD312DdaQsT2GnsssXWm3qT0HcAiHgl5W7uGxAEQzx09AkX1DJagtNQGajIhFw8e9k80qGrqtq6zevZW6rrUJq-2B33R0HgX4caHXSzuHx7-2FXjgVhloUBAPUd8hFe0VV8iuB8-2BCU5OBTfe4NJcT78DMcGbScQWW1FNVz9MRck5KIEUMrbWyEE1zgynohPYVZvcRsIeFGKhro3-2FVYMqC5-2BXQM3aidiNrAF-2F6OYoqT4c67GSWN4N2rcxnp4pIyvCztErbYuB1FeKsoujjdQwyJT2hvE4t9AaV0QZIYHz7B55VCUbNOUs7cQ55pDrLqhe-2BfTXcqbLikOyECqDmHkIqBa3WaQN-2B7TBWJQ-2BVtCDszJEr-2BFlSKSieJUAUqXWJBQ1gnBbc-2BxlUpu6O3DgUgaKnFDxTxh1CXFCci1bpYF56YV-2BoA-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/wf/click?upn=sbDhdI5xVyZ-2F4Ky3VeQINXIU5NJaD6228fpNC9NJOb3X-2FiOrMvyznQYfGRb5Rmi816RDZs4InruQXCXg8n3jU2Jr-2B-2BYiO8wmEurB6MyiNdk9hzrz9QFfISrKbr9GqpfFoQ-2FyBAWZJAdIdnDF-2BL7CjJMFdOnyxYgQq4XECE-2BkmKyJteFyd99veQ5KSSRiYZz8_6lQBrCTLBo64Tt03Lbht0M0kifQAMk8-2B1m4oW-2BfOUjlA57ZuHYeGR8vwzB2aCZFjo1zKyx6vsDQ76rvlAr1LSg-2BjGkDpIYPYTT-2FyUkdJp7cXvD312DdaQsT2GnsssXWm3qT0HcAiHgl5W7uGxAEQzx09AkX1DJagtNQGajIhFw8e9k80qGrqtq6zevZW6rrUJq-2B33R0HgX4caHXSzuHx7-2FXjgVhloUBAPUd8hFe0VV8iuB8-2BCU5OBTfe4NJcT78DMcGbScQWW1FNVz9MRck5KFv8KvQVaGeB1Aw6akU8V-2BLkZ1d4Q3YhPZZdwqNbIzHpF4tcy3rsiCDMKlqpqil8Grc7RdEuyUVeUw4-2B3-2F-2FCr9ybflBx26Sp6n4kf8LoT4NPwyuqRR9c672hPzDJtzYgUvwxjQozZ-2BHUBZ6hxWzcdq6BGOhrhMEnKk4AvS-2Bq1HgAFAZQ3wn-2BCX4-2F7FMF0aaM8DzwiBvi-2FNME3tmNOg1JcVnCGL5JkVQiXTlS6oc5Zjxu3tj5NjF6BStbizFD9b8UiQ-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/wf/click?upn=sbDhdI5xVyZ-2F4Ky3VeQINdAubAXl5SlEhaBQ4JhgXO7FeAf7rfawRi0Yi8rQRj1eWH3gcSh8MNK0evQEbAfbYg-3D-3D_6lQBrCTLBo64Tt03Lbht0M0kifQAMk8-2B1m4oW-2BfOUjlA57ZuHYeGR8vwzB2aCZFjo1zKyx6vsDQ76rvlAr1LSg-2BjGkDpIYPYTT-2FyUkdJp7cXvD312DdaQsT2GnsssXWm3qT0HcAiHgl5W7uGxAEQzx09AkX1DJagtNQGajIhFw8e9k80qGrqtq6zevZW6rrUJq-2B33R0HgX4caHXSzuHx7-2FXjgVhloUBAPUd8hFe0VV8iuB8-2BCU5OBTfe4NJcT78DMcGbScQWW1FNVz9MRck5KFoGWA3UqxEPP3-2B-2BG1JtWRalCaCZrtwv-2FAx8RcbFr6iY9-2BXcyD616-2B4DO7jyA8AEtjRgC1Re4-2FxJBZR0IZD0obm5-2FctrS4Udp7KPPatmm8h86wi4v6E3aMmaJxIIcqjNmUMSNjQEBZ0ikUyBO7MFDM7wTUul0-2FpZR1a3YFciDC0KMoYpxLxh2zUwyKkc462GaJ-2BYywosHWO1KQVfwOiR2YZ26zsiYL89OYKwJTrqjBCK8WOdE9UxMXIfAMo6d60FSg-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/wf/click?upn=sbDhdI5xVyZ-2F4Ky3VeQINRto9waGI5dIfblzqn7IKeZFjGcIdzSQIQcV00w7RzoJ7T0lKkM-2BxXHLDHlzTisDrsoXAPuKjgQKgcBoMVE0jkRFI15c7GunKWotuBfXxGr56efxhYWJCpJoIKM0E-2FXYgA-3D-3D_6lQBrCTLBo64Tt03Lbht0M0kifQAMk8-2B1m4oW-2BfOUjlA57ZuHYeGR8vwzB2aCZFjo1zKyx6vsDQ76rvlAr1LSg-2BjGkDpIYPYTT-2FyUkdJp7cXvD312DdaQsT2GnsssXWm3qT0HcAiHgl5W7uGxAEQzx09AkX1DJagtNQGajIhFw8e9k80qGrqtq6zevZW6rrUJq-2B33R0HgX4caHXSzuHx7-2FXjgVhloUBAPUd8hFe0VV8iuB8-2BCU5OBTfe4NJcT78DMcGbScQWW1FNVz9MRck5KJLDUr42c1yumXv7OD-2BxdYHHO3L21NDiblvZNCkX3wxhli7Iu66xKfXJolZ1UUiVm22J1VqzlusyCE7K0nhTpAGxYwmpJmKYJsuauHKOzAHNnLn3QrwBuKQStlOEmddBIYw84bDGbOoU-2FwtAT64xVk5tVtpD6F6GcZteWScIaTqF7ZzWEsFtkEa6vyM2sXlBYiBDA2CHnJS0H3lof-2BDcAyVHZIxqvMtNTh-2F23e4zpvdj-2BZy4ucXmZsdGOmkeZU5eiQ-3D-3D
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Senator Kevin Thomas invites all local high school students (Grades 9-12) to participate in
the #PicsoftheSixth Photo Contest. Students are asked to submit photos that reflect the
unique character of their town and celebrate their community, with five contest categories:
Buildings & Landmarks, Hobbies & Passions, Life on the Island, Happiness, and Celebrating
Culture. Winners will be invited to a special ceremony and have their photos displayed in

Senator Thomas' Community Office in Garden City.

Submissions are due on March 30, 2020, with winners announced on April 30, 2020. Full
contest rules, eligibility, and submission guidelines are available on the Senator's official

website, thomas.nysenate.gov. There is no fee to enter the contest.

News & Legidative Updates

e I recently co-chaired a Joint Public Hearing on Housing Discrimination in response to
Newsday's recent investigation of real estate agents' treatment of homebuyers. The full

video is available here. Read Newsday's coverage of the hearing here.

e The 2020 Legislative Session Begins on January 8, 2020. The session will be live streamed

here.

Happy Holidays, and Thank You for a Great
Year!
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