NEW YORK STATE SENATOR

Senate Deputy Leader Gianaris Calls On Governor Cuomo To

#CancelRent By Executive Order

MICHAEL GIANARIS  April 8,2020
| ISSUE: #CANCELRENT, CORONAVIRUS, SMALL BUSINESS, TENANTS, SUSPEND RENT
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NEW YORK - Senate Deputy Leader Michael Gianaris wrote to Governor Cuomo requesting
an Executive Order suspending and forgiving rents and providing support for small

homeowners due to the covid-19 pandemic.

“Under the leadership of Governor Cuomo, New York’'s management of this crisis has set a

national example, but the devastation caused by coronavirus will be far-reaching and long-
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https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/small-business
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/tenants
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lasting,” said Senate Deputy L eader Michael Gianaris. “We must stay on top of the fast-
changing consequences of our efforts to contain the virus, and the millions of affected
tenants and small homeowners cannot be left behind when their jobs were taken from them

by government directive.”

Senator Gianaris has led nationally-recognized efforts to cancel rents. He wrote an op-ed in
the Data for Progress blog and has made national media appearances. Efforts to suspend and
forgive rent have also been endorsed by former Vice President Joe Biden and Senator Bernie

Sanders, among others.

Senator Gianaris' full letter appears below.

April 8, 2020

Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York

New York Sate Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

Asleaders at every level of government endeavor to stem the spread of the devastating COVID-19
pandemic, we must steel ourselves not only for the public health crisisthat is upon us but also for the
economic catastrophe right around the corner. The first wave of that humanitarian impact began April
1st, when rents came due for millions of New Yorkers.

Already, there are numerous reports of unscrupulous landlords pressuring tenants to pay rents with
monies they simply do not have due to government-ordered shutdowns. Many renters are making real-time
decisions about their housing situation that cannot wait for the crisisto be over. We must take serious
action right away to keep our neighborsin their homes at this perilous time.


https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2020/3/31/we-need-to-cancel-rent-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic
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Despite the 90-day eviction moratorium you wisely established by executive order, three months of rent
payments will eventually come due all at once. Those who do not have funds for April’srent will certainly
not have the ability to pay three months worth of rent in July. The resulting wave of evictions and
foreclosures would exacerbate a historically difficult time.

| recently introduced legislation that would address this crisis by providing immediate rent relief to
residential tenants and small businesses. Additionally, it provides support for homeowners who would
suffer financial hardship as a result of lost rental income. This proposal would be an important step
toward delivering economic relief to New Yorkers in desperate need.

Fortunately, you have the authority as Governor to provide this critical relief by executive order without
waiting for the Legislature to reconvene. You already effectively used this power in a number of situations
related to the COVID-19 outbreak, and the rent crisisis another opportunity for swift executive action that
would help millions. Respectfully, | urge you to issue such an executive order to help tenants as soon as
possible.

The economic consequences of COVID-19 will be felt for years to come and the work of rebuilding New
York will dominate policy-making in all branches of government for the foreseeable future. Your

leader ship in response to the public health component of the coronavirus outbreak is being held up as an
example across the nation. Now is the time to take action to combat the housing and economic crises that
are soon to follow. | stand ready to work with you in thisregard in any way | could be helpful.

Sncerely,
Senator Michadl Gianaris

Deputy Majority Leader
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Relates to suspending rent payments for certain residential tenants and small business
commercial tenants and certain mortgage payments for ninety days in response to the
outbreak of covid-19

March 23, 2020

In Senate Committee Judiciary

Sponsored by Michael Gianaris
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