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Senator James Skoufis (D-Hudson Valley) and the State Senate passed dozens of bills this

week that address a number of issues New Yorkers are facing due to the ongoing pandemic

and recovery. The State Legislature returned to Albany this week for a socially-distant

session and passed bills focusing on issues ranging from education needs and death benefits,

to utility relief and price gouging penalties.

“I was proud to co-sponsor most of these important bills and help deliver some relief to New

Yorkers who continue to face challenging times,” said Senator Skoufis. “My team and I have

been on the ground in our district throughout this pandemic and have seen firsthand how

much work there is to do in building back stronger while maintaining the public's health.

Every day, I hear another heartbreaking story about real-life situations our neighbors are

living through; I pledge to continue to bring their voices to Albany and demand that they are

turned into action. That’s why I voted to extend the Child Victims Act look-back window by

one year to support New Yorkers who have been sexually abused; crack down on anyone

who price gouges medical supplies; prohibit utility terminations; permit municipalities to

allow residents to defer property tax payments; and provide death benefits to the families of

many of our lost frontline workers. I know so much more still needs to be done and I won't

stop fighting."

Highlights in the legislative package, organized by issue, can be found below:

Access to Services and Benefits:

S8113A: Provides a further moratorium of 180 days for utility service terminations after the state of

emergency is lifted for any customer unable to pay overdue charges. Utility companies will

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/corona-resource-guide
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/coronavirus
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/coronavirus-pandemic-covid-19


have 48 hours to reconnect any unduly terminated service.

S8427: Establishes benefits for public employees who have died as a result of the coronavirus that

was contracted in the course of their job duties, making beneficiaries eligible to receive an

accidental death benefit

S8251B: Permits active volunteer firefighter service award programs to provide 5 additional points

per month, (or prorated for periods of less than a month) for each month that special

emergency response rules were in place restricting firefighter responses to emergency

responses and/or restricting the holding of activities for which LOSAP points could be

earned due to COVID-19 emergency guidelines.

S8412: Allows the remote conduct of board meetings for business corporations, not-for-profit

corporations and religious corporations during the COVID-19 state of emergency.

S8182A: Allows licensed pharmacists to administer a future COVID-19 vaccine 90 days after its

approval by the FDA’s Center of Biologics Evaluation and Research. 

Protecting New Yorkers:

S7082: Extends the Child Victims Act look-back window by one year to August 14, 2021.

S8397A: Establishes stronger whistleblower protections for health care employees by expanding

the current prohibition on health care employers from penalizing employees if the latter

discloses or threatens to disclose activities.

S8189: Prohibits price gouging of medical supplies during a public health emergency. The attorney

general can impose fees of up to $25,000 per violation or 3x the gross receipts for the

supplies/services.

S8289B: Requires residential health care facilities to submit an annual pandemic emergency plan

 to DOH.

Relief for Taxpayers and Municipalities:

S7996B: Ensures that schools closing in response to the COVID-19 emergency are not penalized in

their school aid apportionment for the 2019-20 school year, and does not require the
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exhaustion of unused vacation days.

S8122B:  Extends the application and renewal window for real property tax abatement programs to

July 15, 2020 at local option. 

S8243C: Requires 180 days of forbearance for state-backed mortgagors who demonstrate

financial hardship during the NY on PAUSE period. 

S8410: Extends the deadline for library construction projects for an additional 12 months for

projects to ensure their state aid does not expire as a result of NY on PAUSE-induced delays.

Skoufis and his team remain committed to supporting anyone and everyone who is facing

difficulty during this time. Skoufis continues to encourage constituents to reach out to his

office at skoufis@nysenate.gov and 845-567-1270 if they need assistance.

###

RELATED LEGISLATION

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8113


Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to issuing a moratorium on utility termination of services during periods of

pandemics and/or state of emergencies

March 23, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Kevin S. Parker

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8427

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to establishing a coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) public employee death benefit

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8113
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8113
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/kevin-s-parker
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8427
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8427


May 28, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Andrew Gounardes

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8251B

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to the determination of points for service award programs for volunteer firefighters

and volunteer ambulance workers during a state disaster emergency

April 27, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Todd Kaminsky

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/andrew-gounardes
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8251
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8251
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8251
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/todd-kaminsky/landing


2019-S8412

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to providing for the remote conduct of certain practices and procedures relating to

board meetings

May 24, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Brian Benjamin

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8182A

Introduced

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8412
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In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to authorizing licensed pharmacists to administer an approved vaccine for COVID-19

April 13, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S7082

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate
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On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Extends the time in which to file a claim relating to certain child sexual abuse cases

January 03, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8397A

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S7082
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Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to prohibiting health care employers from penalizing employees because of

complaints of employer violations

May 21, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Diane J. Savino

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8189

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8397
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https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/diane-j-savino/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8189


Signed By Governor

Relates to price gouging

April 13, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8289B

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to requiring residential health care facilities to prepare an annual pandemic

emergency plan to the commissioner of health

May 06, 2020

Signed by Governor  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8189
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman-sigal
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8289
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Sponsored by Julia Salazar

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S7996B

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Provides that school districts, including the city school district of the city of New York, are

entitled to an apportionment of state aid for the closure of schools due in response to the

novel coronavirus

March 06, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by David Carlucci

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/julia-salazar
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S7996
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S7996
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S7996
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S7996
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/david-carlucci/landing


2019-S8122B

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Extends the deadline for the filing of applications and renewal applications for real property

tax abatement programs

March 23, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Leroy Comrie

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8243C

Introduced
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In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to the forbearance of residential mortgage payments

April 27, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Brian Kavanagh

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S8410

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8243
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On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to aid for library construction

May 24, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Shelley B. Mayer

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S8410
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/shelley-b-mayer

