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ISSUE: POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

The Safer NY Act is a package of bills in the New York State Legislature that would help

increase police transparency and help increase accountability to New Yorkers' most common

encounters with police. The #SaferNYAct includes: the Police Statistics and Transparency

(STAT) Act, codifying and strengthening the Special Prosecutor executive order, reducing

Unnecessary Arrests for low-level, ticketable offenses, repealing the NYS police secrecy law

(CRL section 50-a), and legalizing marijuana with strong attention paid to ensuring that

resources are reinvested in communities most harmed by prohibition.

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/julia-salazar
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/police-accountability


The following is summary of the legislation included in the Safer New York Act: 

End Police Secrecy - Repeal 50-a (A2513-O’Donnell/S3695-Bailey)

New York is arguably the worst in the nation in terms of hiding police misconduct and

discipline due to the application and expansion of 50-a in recent years. 50-a is a NYS statute

that carves out unnecessary & harmful secrecy for police, fire and corrections. 50-a is

routinely used to shield police misconduct and failed police disciplinary processes from

public view. A repeal of 50-a would provide much needed transparency on police misconduct

and discipline in New York State, and help address the systemic lack of accountability for

officers who engage in misconduct.  Other existing FOIL statutes will continue to protect

private information about officers (like their home address) once 50-a is repealed.

Police Statistics & Transparency (STAT) Act (A05472-Lentol/S1830–Hoylman).

This legislation would require police departments across the state to record & report

demographic and geographic data on enforcement of low-level offenses (including violations

and misdemeanors) to improve transparency of policing activities across the state. This bill

also requires comprehensive public reporting of deaths in police custody. The common-sense

provisions of the Police STAT Act were part of recommendations issued by former President

Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing.

Special Prosecutor Legislation to strengthen and codify Executive Order 147 (A1601-

Perry/S2574-Bailey)

This legislation authorizes the Attorney General’s office with jurisdiction in all cases of

police killings and deaths in police custody, strengthening and memorializing EO147. The bill,

if enacted, would help to ensure fair and thorough investigations and – when warranted –

effective prosecutions in tragic incidents that the criminal justice system has historically

failed to address.



2019-S3695

Introduced

End Marijuana Prohibition and Invest in Communities - Marijuana Taxation and Regulation

Act (A1617-Peoples-Stokes/S1527 –Krueger)

The MRTA will legalize marijuana & remove it from consideration under the Controlled

Substances Act. This bill will authorize the personal use and cultivation of marijuana. The

enforcement of marijuana prohibition has been used to target and criminalize communities

of color in New York State. The MRTA will help address the discriminatory enforcement or

marijuana prohibition statutes and will ensure that there is reinvestment in the

communities most impacted by the war on drugs.

Reduce unnecessary arrests for non-criminal offenses (A4053-Aubry/S2571-Bailey)

This legislation will help end harmful and needless arrests for violations, which are minor,

non-criminal, ticketable offenses. Arrests for violations disproportionately impact

communities of color, carry significant social & public costs to taxpayers, and can jeopardize

employment opportunities, immigration status, and access to health, housing, and other

programs for those subjected to these unnecessary arrests. By making the law enforcement

action commensurate with the offense, this legislation can help reduce financial resources

spent on minor infractions, and increase resources available for meaningful safety measures

for all New Yorkers. 

RELATED LEGISLATION

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3695


In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Repeals section 50-a of the civil rights law

February 12, 2019

In Senate Committee  Codes

Sponsored by Jamaal T. Bailey

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S1830B

Introduced

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3695
https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/codes
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jamaal-t-bailey
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1830/amendment/B


In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to the functions of the chief administrator of the courts

January 16, 2019

Senate Floor Calendar  

Sponsored by Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S2574A

Introduced

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1830/amendment/B
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman-sigal
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2574/amendment/A


In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Creates an office of special investigation within the office of the attorney general

January 28, 2019

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Jamaal T. Bailey

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S1527C

Introduced

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2574/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jamaal-t-bailey
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1527


In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Enacts the "marihuana regulation and taxation act"; repealer

January 15, 2019

In Senate Committee  Finance

Sponsored by Liz Krueger

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2019-S2571

Introduced

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1527
https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/finance
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2571


In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Requires police officers and peace officers to issue appearance tickets to individuals charged

with certain offenses instead of arresting such individuals

January 28, 2019

In Senate Committee  Codes

Sponsored by Jamaal T. Bailey

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2571
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2571
https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/codes
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jamaal-t-bailey

