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On July 24, 2020, Senator Kavanagh and his colleagues in the Senate, Assembly, and City

Council wrote to U.S. Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand to express support for the

Moving Forward Act, which would rebuild America's transportation infrastructure, and to

particularly highlight the components of the legislation that would extend commuter tax benefits

to include bikes, e-bikes, and bike-share memberships. The text of the letter is below; the original

may be viewed via the link above.
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_______________

July 24, 2020

Dear Senator Schumer and Gillibrand:

The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Moving Forward Act, H.R. 2, a $1.5 trillion plan

to rebuild America’s transportation infrastructure on June 26. A vital part of the Moving

Forward Act for New York City is that it would extend commuter tax benefits to include

bikes, e-bikes, and bike share memberships. Specifically, it would provide riders with a pre-

tax benefit of up to $54 a month to cover commuting costs.

As elected officials representing New York City, we thank you for being champions of public

transportation and want to add our support to this proposal if it comes to the U.S. Senate.

New York is a place of particular need for these transportation investments, as we are always

faced with challenges related to commuter congestion and advocating for alternatives to

traditional transportation. In normal times, we struggle with car-jammed streets, and

crumbling and crowded subways, let alone in times when we are trying to social distance

amid COVID-19. Bicycling is a way to alleviate the crowds underground and not add more

cars to our lanes of traffic in the city.

In New York City, with 1,301 lane miles of bike lanes, approximately nine hundred thousand

(900,000) adults ride regularly, at least several times a month. 50,900 New Yorkers use a

bicycle as their primary mode of commuting to work - that is a total of 101,800 bike trips per

day. From 2013 to 2018, cycling to work has grown more than two times faster in New York

City than it has on average in peer cities like Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco, and

Washington DC.



As we recover from COVID-19 and start moving forward again, we need to support

commuters and ensure their safety. The support in pre-tax benefits included in the Moving

Forward Act would assist many New Yorkers, in their bank accounts, in practicing social

distancing, and in getting back to work.

We appreciate your continued support for New York City during difficult times. If you have

any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to us.
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