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On this Labor Day, a commitment to recovery and rebuilding
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Without question, this road back will demand a renewal of New York State government’s focus on
and commitment to economic growth, job creation and fiscal responsibility — in short, to opening

the doors to a stronger future for workers.

Labor Day has always been a meaningful and steadfast day of tribute acrossthisregion, aregion
that has been built on and where we have long honor ed a deep-rooted respect for so many of the
foundations of this nation: agriculture and craftsmanship, manufacturing and small business,
tourism and hospitality, outdoors and recreation, education and health care, and on through the
anchors of the moder n high-tech economy in resear ch and development, and technology.

It isaremarkablelocal history of working men and women, and a great source of pride for all of us.
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Wedo well every year torecall and pay tributeto all of the workersacrossthe Southern Tier and
Finger Lakeswho day after day, year after year, generation after generation, build, carefor,
educate, grow, manufacture, protect and serve and strengthen our communitiesin so many different
waysthrough so many different walks of life.

Wearegrateful for your dedication, your perseverance and your excellence.
In 1887, New York was one of thefirst four statesto establish a Labor Day holiday.

Initsoverview, the U.S. Department of Labor framesthe historical significance of Labor Day this
way, “ Thevital force of labor added materially to the highest standard of living and the gr eatest
production the world has ever known and brought us closer to therealization of our traditional
iIdeals of economic and political democracy. It isappropriate, therefore, that the nation paystribute
on Labor Day tothecreator of so much of the nation’s strength, freedom, and leader ship —the
American worker.”

Thistributeisespecially truethisyear, at a time which hastaken and continuesto take an enormous
toll on workersin so many fields but where American workers, here at home and across thisland,
have kept us going.

For me, asalegidator, it meansthat government faces a particular challenge and responsibility
moving forward to help our workersand our local economiesrebuild and recover. | know that |
sharethis sense of responsibility with so many of the men and women | work with in gover nment, at
every level, to pursue the goalswe sharefor the future of the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes.

Thiswork of recovery and rebuilding isunderway at the moment in many places and numer ous
ways. | look forward to seeing it through. It will be a challenging road back, to say the least.
Together, however, | fully believe we can and we will find solid ground again.

Without question, thisroad back will demand a renewal of New York State government’sfocuson
and commitment to economic growth, job creation and fiscal responsibility —in short, to opening the
doorsto a stronger futurefor workers.

This commitment and focus haslost itsway in recent yearsin New York -- and remainsat risk --
however the pledge continueson this Labor Day to keep working to ensurethat it findsits place
again in this government in the months and year s ahead.

My best wishesto all of you.



