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ALBANY, NY - Senator Samra Brouk (SD-55) joins her Senate colleagues to announce the
passage of a package of legislation on election reform, including bills that would make
absentee voting mor e accessible and speed up the absentee ballot counting process. Senator Brouk

is a co-sponsor of bills included in the package.

“While some governors and other national leaders have tried repeatedly to strip eligible
voters of their rights to participate in our democratic process, here in New York we are doing
the opposite,” said Senator Samra Brouk (SD-55), a member of the Senate Committee on Elections.
“New York is committed to improving its voting process to ensure that our elections and
their results are administered in a timely, fair, and equitable way. These bills are important

next steps toward a more just, accessible, and inclusive voting process.”

Sen. Brouk is a co-sponsor on the following pieces of legislation that passed the Senate

Monday:

e Speeding Up the Absentee Ballot Counting Process: This bill, S.1027, sponsored by Deputy
Majority Leader Senator Michael Gianaris, amends various provisions of the Election Law
in order to allow for expedited review and canvassing of absentee ballots without

compromising the integrity of elections.
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e Preventing Disenfranchisement of Absentee Voters: This bill, S.253, sponsored by Senate
Elections Committee Chair, Senator Zellnor Myrie, prohibits voiding absentee ballots on
technicalities where intent of voters is clear and the law has been substantially complied
with, including where there are stray marks or the ballot is undated but is time-stamped

by the Board of Elections.

e Permanently Authorizing Absentee Ballot Drop Boxes: This bill, S.492, sponsored by Senator
Brad Hoylman, authorizes the Board of Elections to establish absentee ballot drop-off
locations or drop-boxes to provide voters with a convenient and secure option for

delivering their absentee ballots.

e Increasing Transparency and I nformation about Absentee Ballots through a Tracking System:
This bill, S.1028, sponsored by Senator Leroy Comrie, ensures that all voters in the state
have access to absentee ballot tracking by requiring the New York State Board of
Elections to create a statewide absentee ballot tracking system for absentee voters ensure
that their vote is counted in the election while allowing counties and the New York City

Board of Elections to also maintain their own absentee tracking systems.

e Implementing Permanent Authorization for Applying for Absentee Ballots Online: This bill,
S.632, sponsored by Senator Robert Jackson, permanently allows voters to apply for
absentee ballots online and allows absentee ballots postmarked through Election Day by
making permanent Chapter 91 of the Laws of 2020, which sunset on December 31, 2020.

Under current Election Law, applications may only be made by mail or fax.

e Creating Accountability for Timely Receipt of Absentee Ballots: This bill, S.516, sponsored by
Deputy Majority Leader Michael Gianaris, establishes a mandatory timeframes for
processing of absentee ballot applications and ballots by Boards of Elections based on

when the application was received.

e Enabling Earlier Applicationsfor Absentee Ballots: This bill, S.631, sponsored by Senator Julia

Salazar, permits Boards of Elections to receive absentee ballot applications earlier than
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thirty days before the applicable Election Day by making permanent Chapter 138 of the

Laws of 2020, which sunset on December 31, 2020.

e No-Excuse Absentee Voting Constitutional Amendment: This legislation, S.360, sponsored by
Senator Leroy Comrie, amends the State Constitution to allow for any voter to vote by

absentee without an excuse.

e Ensuring Voters Timely Receipt of Absentee Ballots: This bill, S.264, sponsored by Senator
Zellnor Myrie, sets deadline for absentee ballot applications sent by mail to 15 days before
the election, up from 7 days, to better allow for voters timely receiving their absentee

ballots.

New York Senator Samra Brouk represents the incredibly diverse 55th Senate District, stretching from
the shores of Lake Ontario, through Rochester’s Neighborhood of the Arts, and south to the Finger
Lakeswine country. It includes Victor, East Bloomfield, West Bloomfield, Richmond, Bristol, South
Bristol, Canadice, and Naplesin Ontario County and Rush, Mendon, Pittsford, Perinton, Penfield, East
Rochester, and I rondequoit, plus the east side of the City of Rochester in Monroe County. Senator
Brouk serves asthe Chair of the Mental Health Committee and sits on Health, Education, Elections,
Aging, Women’s I ssues, and Alcoholism and Substance Abuse committees
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