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BRONX, NY – Yesterday, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed legislation (S.1351/A.3355) passed

by the New York State Legislature to repeal the harmful 1970’s law known as ‘Walking While

Trans.’ The existence of this law has led to discriminatory enforcement by targeting trans

women and communities of color across the state. Sponsored by Senator Hoylman, the

legislation repeals the crime of “Loitering for the Purposes of Engaging in Prostitution.” 

State Senator Alessandra Biaggi (D-Bronx/Westchester) issued the following statement:

“For far too long our penal code has disproportionately criminalized trans women of color for

simply existing, and has threatened the safety of LGBTQ+ communities across the state. The

repeal of the Walking While Trans Ban is a critical step forward in protecting trans New

Yorkers and communities of color, and it is a true honor to join my colleagues in passing this

legislation. I extend my deepest gratitude to Senator Hoylman for his leadership on this

issue, and to the trans New Yorkers who tirelessly fought to move this bill forward.”
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