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Dear Friends,

All New Yorkers age 16 and older are eligible to make an appointment for the COVID-
19 vaccine. We are now ahead of the May 1 deadline set by the White House.

I’ve received my vaccine, and I encourage everyone - when it is your turn, to please
book an appointment. The COVID-19 vaccines are free, safe, and effective. Some
members of  the iconic Radio City Rockettes were in Westchester recently, giving
their own special take on the importance of being vaccinated. And - members of the
New York Knicks Executive Team received their vaccines at Westchester Community
College and had this to say, here.
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Eligible New Yorkers can make an appointment online at ny.gov/GetVaccinated or by
calling the NYS COVID-19 Vaccine Hotline at 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-833-697-4829). The
State has added many more pharmacies, doctors offices and health clinics to our
vaccine list. Be sure to click here, and call them. 

As we look for some normalcy, April 1 marked Opening Day in Major League
Baseball. While the baseball experience is a bit different, Yankee Stadium is open to
fans at 20% capacity. Social distancing, masks, and a negative COVID-test or proof
of vaccination are required.

In response to the several constituents, I am happy to announce that both large
scale and small scale college sports are now open to fans, with certain restrictions.
For more information, click here.

And in time for the Spring weather, Glen Island Park in New Rochelle has reopened
to Westchester County residents. When New Rochelle became the epicenter of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the park became the first drive-thru COVID-19 testing site in
the State. While the park remains a testing site, Westchester’s beautiful park is open
to county residents from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Please note, parking is limited. 

As always, you can email (scousins@nysenate.gov) or call (914-423-4031) my office
with questions or concerns.

Until next time,

Andrea Stewart-Cousins
New York State Senator, 35th District
President Pro Tem, Majority Leader
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You can now download for free in the app store, the NYS Excelsior Pass Wallet‬.
Excelsior Pass provides secure, digital proof of COVID-19 vaccination or
negative test results and can be used at participating venues or businesses. To
learn more, click here.
Beginning April 9th: Outdoor amusement parks can open at 33% capacity
though guidelines have not yet been issued.
The COVID-19 Vaccine Tracker Dashboard is available to update New Yorkers
on the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Under the American Rescue Plan, additional funds were allocated for the
Shuttered Venue Operators Grant (SVOG) program, and it now allows
businesses to apply for both a PPP loan and the SVOG. The application process
is slated to open April 8, 2021.
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Domestic travelers no longer need to quarantine after entering New York from
another U.S. State or U.S. Territory.
Performing arts and entertainment venues were able to reopen at 33 percent
capacity last Friday. For more information, click here. 
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Last week, the Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA) was passed by the
Senate Majority and signed into law by the Governor. The law legalizes adult-use
cannabis, while investing funds generated into education, drug treatment and
education specifically on the dangers of drug abuse. It also creates an Economic
Equity Program to spur economic growth in long-marginalized communities, unfairly
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targeted and penalized for the use and sale of cannabis.

Further, the law protects public safety by ensuring only adults 21 and older can
purchase recreational cannabis, treats driving under the influence of cannabis like
an existing DWI offense, and strictly regulates growers and distributors.
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Recently, I attended and spoke at a vigil at Chase Park in Scarsdale to recognize and
honor the victims of the Atlanta spa shootings. The vigil organized by Scarsdale High
School students and the Scarsdale Chinese Association against Asian American
Pacific Islander (AAPI) hate allowed our community to come together in these
difficult times and denounce hate in all its form anywhere. I was proud of our
student speakers and our community for standing with our Asian-American
neighbors because an attack on one of us is an attack on all of us. 
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I also joined students and community members for a rally in Ardsley to denounce the
rise in hate incidents targeting Asian-Americans. A big thank you to the Ardsley High
School Asian Student Union for organizing the event and rallying our community in
support of love not hate.

The Senate Majority is taking action to combat hate and ensure it is better reported
and tracked. This legislative session, we passed The Hate Crimes Analysis and
Review Act, which requires the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services
(DJCS) to maintain and make public statistical data about hate crimes, while
expanding the data points law enforcement is required to report. And I supported
$25 million in grant funding, which nonprofits and religious institutions, among
others, can apply for to help combat hate crimes and increase security. Finally, last
year we passed a nation leading, domestic terror law, which classifies mass violence
motivated by hate - domestic terrorism. 

Please remember the Westchester County District Attorney's Office has launched a
24/7 hotline where callers can report a suspected hate crime or bias incident. Callers
can choose English, Spanish or Mandarin – with additional languages to be added:
914-995-TIPS (914-995-8477).

http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=SJvygB40Mc3HlAh3GuAwGGLWCXTRKmRONPUz-2BOZ6h-2F-2Byj43-2BcORMuDdVSoh6gNKGgpoj-2Fr1ybtT3m7TyOWKX15dyN3oeF7JxBOCuPMO-2FUBWowTXsApg8e5PvN35FFJcPyY9lBPb8CIKxZzyiAbwhJp5SyUn5pz2zPxnrg6Nq4aUEKt6ISl8FKbgyQjngF4Bk7qUGJE1tBhQJWOT6AWHJHVk8bcMJUYbfS7i3OVEZOo68jncUlIR-2FcAn94PPEN3tvST2c-2FVAjYcDaQ8-2F0rvlC-2FSvLw6fCxxjA1DYa4fCtqbhTrv975kZ7DxwV7hqr-2BTj8RXSTURsaZpCvXk0myfuhlRaamyRTk1qcWgOWjk3PkkA-3DWtPz_Gi3ogjVgjqcv0bW5tSOsEmYqPlPpiDozYBtMx-2BX5nBpfnfM78kaQ5Iw9vKg1nNg5tDmufvIoGAsIdu3gd3Xg6j6nJ0h-2B7JGGLRcy7zOgNmAOoF1OhmpC912EWBWkBXoawUKJkkBsvgulq7whKoDY97UCxc8RDe-2Buy5Iw4wf5SjnyD7sifPN5XYQDbduBhu17JmNrtrpIXTo3jWEoEMlHaoMgZNhrdd-2FqNHfeG4nTTK5SHd0lYL71uFDj5qwebmUia6Dag6WEMvYjngtM-2B-2FTSatfODX7auK-2BZ9gjTxygCTAgmkIqLMf3PtHjcOKyQSuVQW0P43yLInLsE6NEOzJognzSDtoZk3fv3ZUGzSch5g9-2BAbsis84obsKxIkeHUtFRgc48TK2Sw7zi-2FhXTK2oGD7kI3bcKAFX2xLh4CkKczfCVyHDFIQqXrlGV7XpjhhO347tjw7pPr1fJYM-2F9xqiNpx8WQhjg-2FVCWcXTjKDBSgg7o-2Fm-2B5yUE0-2BGSf7cKy-2F8AaCrj4Y-2BTJRyCPYYnhO7js8oPZc-2FfeCf6DNMUGbq9wJC4C5cwrJE-2FgRe64cSXj6Q1fy
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March marked Women’s History Month so in case you missed my annual Women’s
History Month Celebration, you can watch it here. Senator Shelley Mayer and I joined
together to recognize several outstanding women who are selflessly serving their
communities and helping others.

http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=39Yt4JFA6ineOH22bw1I-2BAASxzRvITHOVilouYEE4YtDFo6ApWRng2TTCDqx0zNoWGhM_Gi3ogjVgjqcv0bW5tSOsEmYqPlPpiDozYBtMx-2BX5nBpfnfM78kaQ5Iw9vKg1nNg5tDmufvIoGAsIdu3gd3Xg6j6nJ0h-2B7JGGLRcy7zOgNmAOoF1OhmpC912EWBWkBXoawUKJkkBsvgulq7whKoDY97UCxc8RDe-2Buy5Iw4wf5SjnyD7sifPN5XYQDbduBhu17JmNrtrpIXTo3jWEoEMlHaoMgZNhrdd-2FqNHfeG4nTTK5SHd0lYL71uFDj5qwebmUia6Dag6WEMvYjngtM-2B-2FTSatfODX7auK-2BZ9gjTxygCTAgmkIqLMf3PtHjcOKyQSuVQsEKb0CMJyPnK3eDcOmhunJFaUgTqGuhgazsd3UL8eyFsqJdoe41WuQ4ND92B025u8XQ99B9OdtuxcAIZkYXi5LNjI2DgS8haDFdFsbWguJ-2B3Ym9qarixqhcxXP-2B6U78BnszWlxggLoh9dQ-2Fr9IgDGQgv81YUUewarvmHKiKMZtpeLrq-2FmS-2BQtYMkor0v6xMFUPcO7QjPlsKTin1nzqNwD-2BDBgUhZEe2N2y2Tn4jhLeUsW82suS99uexLlrH-2BA5sq
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Additionally, I was honored to join Westchester County’s WOW Awards as a guest
speaker to honor women from Westchester who lifted us up during the pandemic
through their strength and resilience. My remarks can be viewed here. 
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