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This week, "Governor's book deal puts exclamation point on bad ending"

The million-dollar news out of Albany last week, despite Governor Cuomo’s best effortsto bury it,
was that he earned approximately $5.1 million for the now infamous book he (with alittle help from
hisfriends) found time to write during the height of the pandemic and that was published last
October, American Crisis: Leadership Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic.

You read that right. Governor Cuomo became an instant multi-millionaire penning a dishonest
account of hisactions and touting a false portrayal of how New York State, under hiswatch,
responded to theworst crisisin modern history.

Whereto even begin. Set aside the dubioustiming of the undertaking, with the statein complete
lockdown under state gover nment by Cuomo executive order, with businesses shuttered, millions
unemployed and, most egregious of all, adisaster unfolding in our nursing homes, Governor Cuomo
still found timeto enrich himself with a book that, we now know, painted a deceptive picture of his
competence, to say nothing of the effectiveness and integrity of the state’ sresponse.

We now know, for example, that the governor and hisinner circle withheld information and

accur ate data on the number of COVID-19 deathsin state nursing homesin order to, in part,
portray the administration’s response effortsin a more favorable light in hisbook. The number of
COVID-19 deathsin nursing homes was certainly exacer bated by Cuomo’sfateful March 25, 2020
order directing nursing homesto accept COVID-positive hospital patients.

Additionally, the state’'s Joint Commission on Public Ethics (JCOPE) —in an informal staff (staff
which Cuomo controls by appointment) advisory opinion requested by the gover nor which bypassed
the JCOPE commissioners -- spelled out specific conditionsthat this governor could not violatein
thewriting of the book, including that state property, resourcesor personnel could not be used to
produce or market it. Subsequent newsreports have madeit clear that Cuomo and top aides likely
ignored JCOPE’s ethicsrequirements and violated the state's Public OfficersLaw.

Furthermore, the JCOPE staff opinion Cuomo received stated that “the subject matter (of the book)
must be sufficiently unrelated to the governor’sofficial activities so that author ship or the advice or
material provided in the book cannot be viewed as part of the governor’sjob.” Can hereally argue
now that the state’'s COVID response was not part of the governor’sjob? No.

Such violations of the Public OfficersLaw can be punished by a fine of up to $10,000 and the value
of any “compensation or benefit received asaresult.” The governor’sillegitimate windfall should be
forfeited.



In short, the governor penned a dishonest book and made millions.

In New York State, then, on top of the COVID-19 crisis, we have had a Cuomo crisis of arrogance
and self promotion nearly every step of the way.

Thelasting lessons of this chapter of the Cuomo administration will not be about leader ship, they
will be about abuse of power. It isoutrageous and unconscionable that Governor Cuomo would be
paid and accept millions of dollarsfor a book that willingly created and pushed, for hisown
personal benefit, a false narrative about his handling of the COVID-19 crisisin nursing homes and
other areas. It was a false account built on cover -ups, deceptions, stonewalling, and possible
criminal conduct.

Thefact that Andrew Cuomo made himself a multi-millionaire peddling outright lies, false bravado,
and dishonest government is a disgrace and demands a full investigation.

It can also never happen again.

Toward that end, | am currently co-sponsoring legislation (S5601A) in the Senate, which has also
been introduced in the state Assembly, which would prohibit statewide elected officialsin New York
State from being compensated for books or any other published workswritten whilethey arein
office. The samerestriction would apply to gubernatorial appointees.

| have been a strong and frequent Cuomo critic over the past year. In my position asthe Ranking
Member of the Senate I nvestigations and Gover nment Oper ations Committee, | have repeatedly
called for the committee (and others) to fully investigate the governor and histop aides concerning
the handling of the COVID-19 crisisin New York’s nursing homes and long-term car e facilities.

But thisbook deal goestoo far.

It leaves a bad taste.

It hasleft atrail of tears.

Thefinal chapters—on abuse of power, mismanagement, and deception —are far from written.

Worst of all, it hasall but destroyed any trust whatsoever in this governor and what ultimately
defines hisidea of public service.



