NEW YORK STATE SENATOR

Statement From Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins

on Juneteenth Becoming a Federal Holiday

ANDREA STEWART-COUSINS  June 17, 2021

| ISSUE: JUNETEENTH

"The Juneteenth holiday is areminder of our past and a celebration of freedom. It recognizes the day when
the last endlaved African Americans in the Confederacy were informed about their emancipation. Aswe
enjoy thisfestive day, we also recognize that there is still progress to be made. | was proud to be able to
make this a holiday herein New Y ork. | am even more proud that Congress has followed New Y ork's lead
to establish Juneteenth as afederal holiday and that President Biden will sign it into law today."
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