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ISSUE: CRIME PREVENTION, IMMIGRANT PROTECTION, FIGHTING EXTORTION, VICTIM

PROTECTION, UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS 

The new law will take effect in 30 days
 

OCTOBER 9, 2021 (Elmont, NY) – Today, Governor Kathy Hochul signed legislation aimed

at protecting vulnerable immigrant New Yorkers from those who would threaten to reveal

an individual’s immigration status for the purpose of blackmail. The legislation, S.343-A/

https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/crime-prevention
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/immigrant-protection
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/fighting-extortion
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/victim-protection
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/victim-protection
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/undocumented-immigrants
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=88059189&msgid=293097&act=D575&c=1768235&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysenate.gov%2Flegislation%2Fbills%2F2021%2Fs343&cf=414&v=7ba15792f829b2d7a5d5f81697466e3d9847dac6e8069031d1943349379cbf48


A.3412-A, introduced and passed in the State Legislature by Assemblymember Michaelle Solages

 (D-Elmont) and State Senator Anna M. Kaplan (D-North Hills), amends the laws on extortion

and coercion to also include making threats to report a person’s immigration status or

otherwise cause deportation proceedings to be brought against an individual.

Assemblymember Michaelle C. Solages, Chair of the NYS Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic, & Asian

Legislative Caucus stated, “New York State will continue to remain a safe haven for new

American communities as they seek employment and advancement opportunities for

themselves and their families. This legislation will protect these individuals from having

their immigration status used as leverage against them as they pursue their American

Dream. I want to extend my gratitude to Senator Anna Kaplan for her partnership in passing

this measure and to Governor Hochul for continuing to prioritize the needs of our new

American communities.”

Senator Anna M. Kaplan said “for an undocumented immigrant who fled danger in their

home country, being reported to ICE can be a death sentence, yet sadly, far too many people

are willing to take advantage of our more vulnerable neighbors by threatening to reveal their

immigration status in order to exploit them in some way. By enacting this long-overdue

measure, we’re updating the laws on extortion and coercion to ensure that immigrant New

Yorkers aren’t left vulnerable to such vile threats. I'm extremely grateful for

Assemblymember Solages and her partnership in addressing this issue, and for Governor

Hochul for ensuring that our communities are safe and protected."

Extortion and coercion involve compelling a person to turn over property, or to engage, or

refrain from engaging, in other conduct by intimidation, including threatening to cause

criminal charges to be instituted against them. This legislation amends the Penal Law

definitions of "extortion" and "coercion" to also include making threats for such purposes as

to cause deportation proceedings to be brought against an individual, thereby making it a

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=88059189&msgid=293097&act=D575&c=1768235&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fnyassembly.gov%2Fleg%2F%3Fbn%3DA3412&cf=414&v=2af5b00e01951cbd473bac0f8879d58da6c98f186b22d09a539bc1880410d05a
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criminal offense to coerce or extort an individual through threats of deportation.  

Similar measures have been enacted in California, Colorado, Maryland and Virginia. 

The new law will take effect in 30 days.
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S343
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/immigration
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Relates to extortion or coercion related to immigration status or suspected immigration

status
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Senate Floor Calendar  

Sponsored by Anna M. Kaplan

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y
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Relates to extortion or coercion related to immigration status
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January 26, 2021

Signed by Governor  

Do you support this bill?
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