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The new Opioid Settlement Fund and a renewed commitment to combating this epidemic that

can stem from it promises to enhance our efforts to rebuild shattered lives and prevent countless

tragic deaths.
Senator O'Mara offers his weekly perspective on many of the key challenges and issues

facing the Legislature, as well as on legislative actions, local initiatives, state programs and
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policies, and more. Stop back every Monday for Senator O'Mara's latest column...

This week, " Opioid Settlement Fund already providing benefits'

Back in June, in the closing days of the 2021 legislative session, the Senate and Assembly
unanimously approved a new law establishing an “ Opioid Settlement Fund.”

The new law, which | helped co-sponsor and strongly supported, is now beginning to make a
difference. Itsapproval could not have been timelier. Recent reports have shown that therewas a
sharp risein opioid-related deaths nationwide and throughout the Southern Tier in 2020. M ost local
counties saw an increase in opioid-related fatalitieslast year. Another troubling spikeis seemingly
underway thisyear.

Thecreation of the Opioid Settlement Fund finally ensuresthat any funding the state receives from
opioid-related lawsuit settlements and other actions against opioid manufacturersand distributors
must be dedicated to education, prevention, treatment, and recovery programs and servicesin
communities acr oss the state.

Asl said at thetime of the law’s enactment, it’stheright thing to do. I1t’s one of the highlights of this
year’slegisative session.

The opioid abuse epidemic hastaken thousands of lives and ravaged communities and families
acrossthe Southern Tier and Finger Lakesregions, and throughout New York State. Asa member
of the Senate Task Force on Heroin and Opioid Addiction, we held hearings locally and statewide
several yearsago to hear directly from the front lines of this epidemic —health care experts,
substance abuse counselor s, law enfor cement, social services, familieswho have lost loved ones, and
recovering addicts themselves —to help develop an ongoing strategy to better confront thiscrisis.

The new Opioid Settlement Fund and a renewed commitment to combating this epidemic that can
stem from it promisesto enhance our effortsto rebuild shattered lives and prevent countlesstragic
deaths.

Specifically, the new law (S7194/A6395, Chapter 190 of the Laws of 2021) statesthat “all funds
recelved by the state astheresult of a settlement or ajudgment in litigation against opioid
manufacturers, distributors, dispensers, consultants, or resellers shall be deposited into the opioid
settlement fund, and that such funds shall not supplant or replace existing state funding.”
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Last week, New York State Attorney General Letitia James began theinitial distributionsto
counties statewide of as much as $1.5 billion from the settlement of a series of lawsuitsto hold opioid
manufacturersand distributor s accountable.

“For morethan two decades,” the attorney general said, “New Y orkers have experienced thedire
and deadly effects of opioids...The fundswe'reinfusing into New Y ork today and going forward
will be used towar ds combating this epidemic with investmentsin prevention, treatment, and
recovery. While no amount of money will ever compensate for the millions of addictions, the
hundreds of thousands of deaths, or the countless familiestorn apart by opioids, this money will be
vital in preventing future devastation.”

According to the attorney general, counties comprising the 58" Senate District arein lineto receive
thefollowing initial funding:

Chemung County, approximately $1.03 to $1.8 million;

Schuyler County, approximately $175,000 to $305,800;

Steuben County, approximately $955,885 to $1.67 million;

Tompkins County, approximately $990,000 to $1.7 million; and

Y ates County, $appr oximately $208,000 to $364,000.

All said, it’satimely and positive action. The creation of this Opioid Settlement Fund putsa stop, in
thisinstance, to a long-standing and questionable practice of New York State taking settlement
funds and dumping them into the state’s general fund to be used for any purpose at all.

What we have said hereis: Not thistime.
Not when the opioid crisis has been ravaging families and communities.
Not when the opioid epidemic has cost thousands of lives.

Not when this public health emergency will continue to demand mor e and mor e resour ces for
education and prevention, and treatment and recovery.
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