NEW YORK STATE SENATOR

Harckham Honors John Bourges for NYS Veterans Hall of Fame
Induction

PETE HARCKHAM  November 20, 2021
| ISSUE: JOSEPH P. DWYER VETERANS PEER TO PEER PROGRAM, VETERANS HALL OF FAME,
SENATOR HARCKHAM. SD40, VETERAN SUPPORT

Carmel, NY — New Y ork State Senator Pete Harckham honored John Bourges for his induction into the
2021 New Y ork State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame and commemorated his military service at a special
ceremony held yesterday afternoon at the Putnam V eterans Home, with a number of veterans and local
officialsin attendance.

“John has had a unique career in public service and in serving his country,” said Harckham. “Through his
work as program coordinator for the Dwyer Vet 2 Vet Program of Putham County, he has made a
difference in the lives of countless veterans. Hiswork to ensure funding for the Vet 2 Vet program in the
state budget year after year, as well asto expand the program, has been just remarkable. John certainly
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deserves our thanks for all that he has accomplished.”

A video of the ceremony at the Putnam V eterans Home, which livestreamed on Facebook, can be seen
here. Also, avideo from the New Y ork State Senate about all of this year’s Veterans Hall of Fame
inductees can be seen here.

At the ceremony, Harckham presented Bourges with a commemorative plague and a Senate Proclamation
regarding his Hall of Fame induction. In addition, Bourges received a United States Flag flown over the
State Capitol in Albany on November 10, 2021.

“1 am grateful to receive this honor, but at the end of the day it really belongsto all of the veterans here in
Putnam County,” said Bourges. “Being able to help veterans has been the most important and rewarding
work of my lifetime. And receiving this recognition here in front of the veterans | have worked with
makesit all extra specia.”

Elected as the Putnam County Coroner in 2015, Bourges retired just last month from his position as
program coordinator for the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Vet 2 Vet Program of Putnam County. Twenty years
earlier, he had retired from the New Y ork Police Department; aformer detective, he is the recipient of the
NYPD’s Lifetime Achievement Award.

Bourges followed his meritorious career in the NY PD by returning to Westchester Community Collegeto
study nursing. He later worked at White Plains Hospital as an ICU nurse until 2006, when he enlisted in
the U.S. Army Reserves at the age of 50 as a 2nd Lieutenant with the 405th Combat Support Hospital.
Deployed to Irag, he served with the 325th Combat Support Hospital as part of Operation Iragi Freedom
and was promoted to Captain before being honorably discharged in 2014.

As program coordinator for the Dwyer Veteran Peer Support Program of Putnam County for nearly seven
years, Bourges helped expand the program’s service and was later honored with the Vincent Peale
Outstanding Service Award for his efforts. He has served as an advisory member of the Putnam County
Suicide Prevention Task Force aswell.

“John built up the Vet 2 Vet Program here in Putnam County and made it a viable force for other veterans
programs across the state,” said Karl Rohde, director of the Putham County Veterans Service Agency. “He
likesto say that hiswork isfocused on ‘one vet at atime,” and he puts al of his heart and soul into helping
others. We are so proud of him.”

Rohde pointed out that Bourges was preceded in the New Y ork Senate Veterans Hall of Fame by aformer
Putnam V eterans Home house manager—Rev. Floyd Fisher, aU.S. Army and Office of Strategic Services
veteran from World War 11, who was inducted in 2005.
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Along with Rohde, other officials who attended the special ceremony for Bourgesincluded Art Hanley,
deputy director of the Putnam Veterans Service Agency; Megan Castellano, executive director of the

Mental Health Association in Putnam County; and Jack Duncan, director of the Dwyer Vet 2 Vet
Program of Putnam County.



