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SAUGERTIES, NY – State Senator Michelle Hinchey today announced that Caroline

Johansen, a senior at Saugerties High School, has been nominated as a candidate for the 2022

U.S. Presidential Scholars Program by Commissioner Betty A. Rosa. Senator Hinchey

recommended Caroline for the Presidential Scholars Program based on her academic

excellence, extracurricular pursuits, and service to her community.

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/michelle-hinchey
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/2022-us-presidential-scholar-nominee


Senator Michelle Hinchey said, “It was my pleasure to nominate Saugerties High School

student Caroline Johansen for the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program, which recognizes

America’s best and brightest high school seniors — a prestigious recognition that Caroline

undoubtedly deserves. Caroline excels academically, pursuing a rigorous course load while

also exploring the field of neuroscience through her internships and supplementary

coursework. A brilliant and trusted role model to her classmates, Caroline also shines outside

of the classroom as the Student Advocate on the Saugerties Board of Education, a lead

dancer with the Ulster County Ballet Company, a committed member of the Saugerties High

School Band, and a peer tutor for algebra. I want to extend my deepest congratulations to

Caroline on her selection as one of New York’s 25 nominees this year, and thank

Commissioner Rosa for recognizing this outstanding young woman!”

Saugerties High School Principal Timothy Reid said, “Caroline Johansen exemplifies the

qualities that represent the best in all of us. She is consistently finding ways to give back to

her community through service and volunteerism. She understands the need to balance her

time between her academics and the arts. There is a kindness and dedication that is present

in her towards our community that is unparalleled. We are truly lucky to have such an

outstanding student as part of our community. There is no doubt that Caroline will go on to

change the world.”

Established in 1964 by executive order of the President, the U.S. Presidential Scholars

Program recognizes and honors some of our nation's most distinguished graduating high

school seniors annually based on academic success, artistic excellence, essays, school

evaluations and transcripts, as well as evidence of community service, leadership, and

demonstrated commitment to high ideals.



Students chosen as U.S. Presidential Scholars receive a trip to Washington, D.C. in June and

the U.S. Presidential Scholars medallion in recognition of their achievements. During their

visit to Washington, scholars meet important national and international figures, including

government officials, educators, authors, musicians and scientists.

Senator Michelle Hinchey represents the 46th Senate District, which includes Greene and Montgomery

Counties and parts of Albany, Schenectady, and Ulster Counties. Senator Hinchey serves as Chair of the

Agriculture Committee and sits on the Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, Commerce, Economic

Development and Small Business, Cultural Affairs, Tourism, Parks and Recreation, Energy and

Telecommunications, Environmental Conservation, and Local Government Committees.
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