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VOTING RIGHTS 

ALBANY, NY - Today, Senator Samra G. Brouk voted to pass legislation that would improve

New York State’s electoral system, expand voting on college campuses, empower New York

voters to participate in democracy, and continue protecting voters at the polls amidst the

ongoing pandemic. A member of the Senate Elections Committee, Senator Brouk joins her

colleagues in the Senate Majority in continuing a tradition of beginning Session by passing

major pro-voter, anti-disenfranchisement, pro-democracy legislation. The bills passed by the

Senate today build on the historic reforms passed during the 2019, 2020, and 2021 legislative

sessions, and follow a summer of Elections Committee public hearings held to gather voters’

perspectives—including a hearing held in Rochester, NY.

“In response to your input at a series of public hearings we held this summer, I voted to pass

a package of meaningful legislative reforms to strengthen and expand access to the ballot,”

said Senator Brouk. “At a time when voting rights are under siege across the nation, I am

proud to champion such important democratic reforms, and I look forward to voters seeing

these improvements at the polls.”

The voting reforms passed by the Senate today include:
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COVID Absentee Voting For School District Elections: This bill, S.7619, sponsored by Senator

Shelley Mayer, allows voters who are concerned about voting in-person due to an

epidemic or disease outbreak to request an absentee ballot for school district elections in

2022. 

COVID Absentee Voting for General Elections: This bill, S.7565B, sponsored by Senator

Alessandra Biaggi and cosponsored by Senator Brouk, extends legislation allowing COVID

as an excuse for absentee voting for elections.

Voter Registration at Second residence: This bill, S.6214, sponsored by Senator Zellnor Myrie,

codifies the right of voters to register at a second residence.

Democracy Preservation Act: This bill, S.1126B, sponsored by Deputy Majority Leader

Michael Gianaris, prohibits corporate contributions from companies owned by foreign

entities or owners. 

Polling Place On College Campuses: This bill, S.4658, sponsored by Senator Kevin Parker,

designates polling places for voting on college campuses under certain circumstances. 

Candidate Order on Ballots: This bill, S.1283, sponsored by Senator Todd Kaminsky, adjusts

the candidate order on ballots to prevent voter dropoff.

Portable Polling Locations for Early Voting: This bill, S.557, sponsored by Senator Rachel

May and cosponsored by Senator Brouk, amends the election law to allow counties the

option to establish two or more locations for portable polling places for early voting. 

Absentee Ballot Drop-off Box Locations: This bill, S.492, sponsored by Senator Brad Hoylman

and cosponsored by Senator Brouk, allows local Board of Elections to establish absentee

ballot drop-off locations to provide voters with a convenient alternative option to submit

their absentee ballots. 

Validation of Ballots: This bill, S.253, sponsored by Senator Myrie and cosponsored by

Senator Brouk, requires the canvassing of paper ballots when the express intentions of
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http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhBuqoqszwz-2F4lyBap-2FzMpjkw-3D-3DIV8l_1cQTYiDo6sfVeu1FR4-2FVGxPYy1-2FaaP2Z-2Fbz8dks8zJmZOKeNt-2FxrgmJuplP73XEo4ERRww7uVk-2Bq09NHs0u7FqMlg0eM1-2Flvs6lse87ASZEKuxKI6D3mD1VgyKwLvBs00-2F-2FDgoSo3BxtJ83eqkGnQI3U7sK9r6190od93UQE9k7kGv4W0FlmeCadH62B6v-2FdnjTcDkQirIykLiUYpiDkTz1PwPExvmaneCa8-2FZCFpKWM5iW-2B1dfclUMfzLgObrm9H-2BiYEnTAKY-2B25hKmwXzSesjQVh3YCHBOsLZRc8MoYqRynmmuxV1NhJXA9XnsJb76-2Bnq7yixTs1UYk4dwnv1kto6HIuNZ5WIi-2BEc2vDdAaxUSWfs21pprIqvgGyO7MwMD479n7HMxQwgc-2F92RWrUwyFZMKc0S53ZRsN-2BPfw4J9u07CSPj3RdNuEaC1yyam1GuVZV5QB3RCb65NmFr-2BLRmTiMAWApXNXs39bv7JqVpW80Jf6l1PMx7w1J-2FJmCQqq-2F2dwVft-2Bi-2Bxv5AcKoqzAy4jzNfJPHjHGuM5hVGOIf-2B8TpMQdjhSe1kiWukRZI7UQ-2FMP53aqO9FfB5SMYSArMndDNAuxXavt4fGA52mCkt4ZLU-3D


2021-S7619

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

the voter are unambiguous. 

Counting of Affidavit Ballots: This bill, S.284A, sponsored by Senator Myrie and cosponsored

by Senator Brouk, requires counting affidavit ballots of eligible voters if a voter appears at

a polling place in the correct county but in the incorrect election district. 

Reduction of Time for Mailing and Receipty of Registration to Constitutional Minimum: This

bill, S.2951, sponsored by Senator Brian Kavanagh, reduces the time to register to vote to

the Constitutional minimum, ten days before an election for primary and general

elections.

RELATED LEGISLATION

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7619
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhBleP5cm1mTO7Wz1mXZofg64fHfnIaqwhJHa0LkTFSAdI-3D4udO_1cQTYiDo6sfVeu1FR4-2FVGxPYy1-2FaaP2Z-2Fbz8dks8zJmZOKeNt-2FxrgmJuplP73XEo4ERRww7uVk-2Bq09NHs0u7FqMlg0eM1-2Flvs6lse87ASZEKuxKI6D3mD1VgyKwLvBs00-2F-2FDgoSo3BxtJ83eqkGnQI3U7sK9r6190od93UQE9k7kGv4W0FlmeCadH62B6v-2FdnjTcDkQirIykLiUYpiDkTz1PwPExvmaneCa8-2FZCFpKWM5iW-2B1dfclUMfzLgObrm9H-2BiYEnTAKY-2B25hKmwXzSesjQVh3YCHBOsLZRc8MoYqQF9HhY7cz4vxunn0Aq-2F26Ft06NTrmZluhIIfRHJSFTTquNeXxdMYRnlHAova-2FaERFZO1eGp7L2PMZe8hF6fMXTwLzYwVNFWXXC-2FekJt5lRuLW28DNN1TcIAmMOtiUH-2BloRTXxYGSNCvEFNHvbj0eED1ZPas8apkD6-2BNk72L-2B8LB3f04YufSVyU4288cJXxEk29TrOnN1sEK2WptJy-2FEAuuReDMEHkxmguGkXbNJ8qVGs-2FVh-2FxbvTHpjD5jEtZmv-2BPjgnw1jt83XiOz1rZCGvCxF5AHYZ9l0JymzkeytQYIqPLkhHfsZhdNN-2B8g1LjN-2B50-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhBe2g7k-2BN2MrNOPIlwTCKFBg-3D-3DFmJb_1cQTYiDo6sfVeu1FR4-2FVGxPYy1-2FaaP2Z-2Fbz8dks8zJmZOKeNt-2FxrgmJuplP73XEo4ERRww7uVk-2Bq09NHs0u7FqMlg0eM1-2Flvs6lse87ASZEKuxKI6D3mD1VgyKwLvBs00-2F-2FDgoSo3BxtJ83eqkGnQI3U7sK9r6190od93UQE9k7kGv4W0FlmeCadH62B6v-2FdnjTcDkQirIykLiUYpiDkTz1PwPExvmaneCa8-2FZCFpKWM5iW-2B1dfclUMfzLgObrm9H-2BiYEnTAKY-2B25hKmwXzSesjQVh3YCHBOsLZRc8MoYqTi6SUJVlOKSxHHf-2F8aoxunTu0bkqOG0PUXuT78NtB19f04hMqKOZFbqZv8QiieqT7qgUH3v2dh1h17xi-2FCMBDGnAKkuaupba-2Fy7U-2FmJmNnPN6hrzkVfg9GH8bcJxn-2FcQ2juVONfrFkW3GjLU-2FpRv2FQNiFBjigirqf7IDs6VGRG-2Fh1zpMHj78FSU519yvkOw-2F3yUu1DHaZtSy-2BzC-2FFamU1BaGBGYn6gBcMKY5vMd5kueDUqkD2RCPCAOU0h7pfbF-2BEUpRek-2BrAc4C4rTiMtYnfI9fxUImB9kJFMyjPxSYsI-2Bt9lrr6-2BKJBIs24nd91I-2B4-3D


Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Extends the effectiveness of provisions relating to absentee ballots for school district

elections during a declared disaster emergency

December 22, 2021

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Shelley B. Mayer

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S7565B

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7619
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7619
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/shelley-b-mayer
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7565


Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Provides for absentee voting in village elections and extends provisions relating to absentee

voting

December 03, 2021

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Alessandra Biaggi

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S6214

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7565
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7565
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/alessandra-biaggi/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S6214


Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Provides that a voter may register to vote at any residence to which the voter maintains a

continuous connection with an intent to return

April 15, 2021

Assembly Floor Calendar  

Sponsored by Zellnor Myrie

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S1126B

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S6214
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S6214
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/zellnor-myrie
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S1126


Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Enacts the democracy preservation act

January 07, 2021

In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Michael Gianaris

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S4658

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S1126
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/michael-gianaris
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S4658


Signed By Governor

Makes provisions regarding the designation of polling places on college campuses

February 08, 2021

In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Kevin S. Parker

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S1283

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S4658
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/kevin-s-parker
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S1283


Relates to the order in which candidates appear on the ballot

January 08, 2021

In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Todd Kaminsky

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S557

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Establishes portable polling locations for early voting

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S1283
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/todd-kaminsky/landing
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S557
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S557


January 04, 2021

In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Rachel May

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S492

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Authorizes boards of elections to establish absentee ballot drop-off locations

January 04, 2021

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/rachel-may
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S492
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S492


In Assembly Committee  

Sponsored by Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S253

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Relates to ballots where the express intent of the voter is unambiguous

December 23, 2020

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Zellnor Myrie

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman-sigal
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S253/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S253/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/zellnor-myrie


Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

2021-S284A

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Requires counting affidavit ballots of eligible voters if a voter appears at a polling place in

the correct county but in the incorrect election district

December 24, 2020

Passed Assembly  

Sponsored by Zellnor Myrie

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S284/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S284/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S284/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/zellnor-myrie


2021-S2951

Introduced

In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

Delivered to Governor

Signed By Governor

Reduces the time for mailing and receipt of registration application to constitutional

minimum

January 26, 2021

Signed by Governor  

Sponsored by Brian Kavanagh

Do you support this bill?

S U B S C R I B EA Y EN A Y

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S2951/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S2951/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S2951/amendment/original
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brian-kavanagh

